
Inspection of Adventure Pre-School
Grove Hall, Grove Park, Carshalton, Surrey SM5 3AL

Inspection date: 9 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy, safe and secure, and thrive in this highly welcoming and 
nurturing environment. Staff have high expectations for all children, and are skilled 
at working closely with parents to help children settle with ease and to meet their 
personal needs. Strong emphasis is placed on children's emotional security and 
overall well-being. Staff frequently give children praise, encouragement and 
recognition for their efforts and achievements. As a result, children behave very 
well and have good self-esteem. Children are confident speakers and inquisitive 
learners. For instance, they delight in bringing in different books and resources 
from home, and talking about their favourite characters and stories. Staff skilfully 
question children and effectively extend and challenge their learning as they 
participate in discussions and during play. Children also have fun mixing colours 
when painting, exploring play dough and a tea set, and playing in sand where they 
consistently express their ideas and intentions with confidence. Children have 
excellent opportunities to draw and write, and many independently write their 
name with skill and accuracy. Overall, children show good levels of engagement. 
However, at times, opportunities to maximise their concentration skills are 
compromised due to the way some activities are organised, and the noise level 
rises. Despite this, children show positive attitudes towards learning and enjoy their 
time in the nursery. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children benefit from a rich, enjoyable and well-planned programme of activities. 
Staff are extremely experienced and knowledgeable, and there is good focus on 
different learning experiences with strong educational value. This is apparent 
when children participate in drama and storytelling sessions, and music and 
movement to develop their imagination and creativity. 

n Children are encouraged to be active and lead healthy lifestyles. This is evident 
when they are encouraged to eat nutritious snacks, frequently visit the nearby 
park and participate in weekly sports sessions to develop their balance and 
coordination. 

n Families are warmly welcomed, and receive an overview of the pre-school's 
values and aims. In addition, staff and parents complete initial assessments 
together to establish good partnerships and to provide consistency for children's 
future learning. Staff know children extremely well and have good bonds with 
them. 

n Parents are highly complimentary about the pre-school. They value its excellent 
local reputation and express that they find the staff very caring. They also 
appreciate the community atmosphere and excellent communication about their 
children's learning and development. 

n Children have good opportunities to go on local outings. For instance, they 
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frequently go on nature trails or to feed the ducks in the local park. They enjoy 
visiting shops and the train station. This supports their growing knowledge and 
understanding of the world around them.

n Partnership working with other professionals is well established, and this helps 
staff to support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) very well. Additionally, the pre-school has good links with local schools, 
and supports children's move to school effectively. 

n Children show good motivation and interest in the different activities, helping 
them develop a love of learning. On occasion, the organisation of some activities 
means that some children's ability to concentrate is not as high as it could be, 
and the noise level can rise. 

n Staff are highly valued at the pre-school and they work extremely well together 
as a team. They show good commitment to keeping their skills and knowledge 
up to date and regularly attend training and have professional discussions. 
Although staff regularly discuss different aspects of their practice, opportunities 
for coaching and monitoring individual staff members' personal performance 
could be enhanced further, to strengthen a culture of striving for the highest 
possible level of teaching and outcomes for children. 

n Children have excellent opportunities to make independent choices about their 
learning. There is a very good balance between child-initiated and adult-led 
activities. Staff approach children's play with enthusiasm, and make learning 
extremely fun. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are vigilant about children's safety and well-being. They all know the 
indicators that may suggest a child may be at risk of harm or neglect. Staff 
demonstrate a clear understanding of how to obtain additional help from other 
professionals to safeguard children. Recruitment processes are rigorous to ensure 
staff are suitable for their roles. Daily risk assessments and environment checks are 
carried out to minimise any hazards or accidents, and to ensure the pre-school is 
safe and secure. Children are well supported to learn about keeping themselves 
safe. For instance, they learn about road safety and the importance of staying safe 
on outings.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review the organisation of some activities to enhance children's opportunities to 
engage and learn as well as they can 

n strengthen systems already in place to build on individual staff coaching to 
enhance their effectiveness and teaching to the highest level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 139972

Local authority Sutton

Inspection number 10092301

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 35

Number of children on roll 57

Name of registered person Mallen, Beverley Jane

Registered person unique 
reference number RP511748

Telephone number 020 3632 1937

Date of previous inspection 9 January 2019

Information about this early years setting

Adventure Pre-School registered in 1992. It is situated in Grove Park, Carshalton, in 
the London borough of Sutton. The pre-school is open Monday to Friday from 
9.05am until 3pm, during term time only. There are six members of staff, all of 
whom hold appropriate early years qualifications, ranging from level 2 to level 6. In 
addition, one member of staff holds early years professional status. The pre-school 
receives funding for early education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amy Mckenzie

Inspection activities

n The inspector carried out a learning walk, and discussed the pre-school's 
intentions for the curriculum and resources.

n A number of observations were completed to assess the quality of education and 
learning.

n A planned activity was observed and evaluated with the pre-school leader. 
n The inspector held a leadership meeting to discuss the pre-school's aims and 

values, and relevant documentation was viewed. 
n A number of parents' views were taken into consideration. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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