
Inspection of Bright Bambini 
Montessori
29 Alexandra Road, Peterborough PE1 3DE

Inspection date: 10 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy playing and learning at nursery. They happily find their own 
playthings and are encouraged to independently explore and investigate their 
surroundings. Children particularly relish being outside. They confidently ride 
tricycles without bumping into each other and learn how to safely climb appropriate 
play equipment. Older children organise their own games successfully and 
negotiate with one another to achieve their tasks. For example, children decide to 
dig and mix mud to make 'chocolate cakes' and 'coffee'. Children readily join staff 
in activities and learning is successfully enhanced through play. For example, staff 
successfully guide children to find out whether different containers hold water 
during water play. Children learn appropriate language, such as 'full' and 'empty', 
and are encouraged to make predictions about their experiments.

Children are taught to be independent in their self-care. They quickly learn how to 
remove their coats and peg shoes together to prevent them from getting lost. 
Children behave well and have a good knowledge of the daily routines. They 
demonstrate good manners at snack time and enjoy chatting with friends and staff 
at this sociable time. Those new to the nursery experience flexible settling-in 
arrangements and are soon confident in their surroundings.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The nursery follows the Montessori method of teaching. The manager and her 
staff share a great enthusiasm for their work. Children's safety, well-being and 
learning are given a high priority. Since the last inspection, improvements have 
been made with the help of the local authority. 

n The level of teaching is good. Staff know their key children exceptionally well 
and skilfully enhance learning during their freely chosen play. Parents are well 
informed of children's progress and are encouraged to extend and contribute to 
children's learning at home.

n Children have plenty of opportunities to develop their mathematical skills and 
knowledge from a young age. Staff take every opportunity to show children 
written numbers and use their senses, such as touch, to experience the shape 
and form the numeral takes. Children learn about measurement, shape and 
capacity as they play. 

n Children's literacy skills are supported well. Children have access to a wide range 
of books and text in the environment. Staff not only read with children but also 
model how reading is an enjoyable pastime. Children are learning from their 
example and readily listen to stories or find books to look at independently.

n Parents offer very positive feedback about the nursery. They appreciate how 
sensitively children are settled into new routines and say that staff readily 
respond to comments or questions. Parents report that children's communication 
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skills have greatly improved since starting and children are more confident in 
this area of their development. 

n Children are prepared well for their future life, including starting school. They 
learn to listen to others, follow instructions and undertake self-care tasks 
independently. Staff have a secure understanding of child development and how 
to use their curriculum to enhance and extend children's learning appropriately. 

n Staff are supervised well by the manager and given every opportunity to 
enhance and develop their individual practice. Staff attend regular training and 
use their learning effectively to support children's continued development. For 
example, staff successfully implement strategies to track and further promote 
children's communication development.

n Staff ensure children have a good awareness of their local community and the 
different people who live there. They undertake visits to the local area and help 
children gain an insight into the different cultures, traditions and celebrations of 
the area. Staff understand the importance of children using their home 
languages as they undertake activities and give others the opportunity to learn 
new words.

n Children are happy and enjoy playing and learning. They enjoy the company of 
staff and have strong, trusting bonds with their key person. Children have 
cuddles and reassurance when needed. Staff celebrate children's achievements, 
which boosts their self-esteem effectively.  

n At times, staff do not organise or deliver large-group activities effectively. This 
results in children sitting for prolonged periods of time and some children 
becoming restless and disengaged.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a thorough understanding of child protection matters and are well 
trained. They know what to do if they are concerned about a child's welfare or the 
actions of adults. Recruitment procedures are robust and vigorous background 
checks are undertaken. Staff are well supported during their employment and any 
concerns about their practice is addressed promptly and appropriately. There are 
good procedures in place to ensure children are safe and secure at nursery.   

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n revise the organisation and delivery of large-group activities so that all children 
can concentrate and benefit from the experience.   
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY545002

Local authority Peterborough

Inspection number 10099269

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 7

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 56

Name of registered person Akhtar, Safina

Registered person unique 
reference number RP545001

Telephone number 01733 306565

Date of previous inspection 12 February 2019

Information about this early years setting

Bright Bambini Montessori registered in 2017. The nursery employs five members 
of childcare staff. Of these, two hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 
6, including one with qualified teacher status. The manager holds registered nurse 
status. The nursery opens from Monday to Saturday all year round, except for one 
week at Christmas. Sessions are from 7.45am until 6.30pm. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. The nursery 
delivers the Montessori method of practice. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jacqueline Baker
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Inspection activities

n The inspector had a tour of the nursery with the manager and discussed how 
the curriculum is organised.

n The inspector spoke with staff, children and parents at appropriate times during 
the inspection.

n The inspector observed staff's teaching and their interactions with children 
indoors and outside.

n A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and the manager.
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager. She looked at relevant 

documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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