Inspection of Blendon Preschool
St James The Great Church Hall, Bladindon Drive, Bexley, Kent DA5 3BS

Inspection date:

14 January 2020

Overall effectiveness

Good

The quality of education

Good

Behaviour and attitudes

Good

Personal development

Good

Leadership and management

Good

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Outstanding

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good
Managers and staff warmly welcome children as they happily arrive to start their
day. Children are encouraged to be independent from the start. They learn to
recognise their name to self-register and find their pegs to hang up their coats.
Children have strong attachments to their key person and have cuddles before
choosing where they would like to play. Children settle well and invite their friends
to play with them. They show a sense of belonging and enjoy their time at nursery.
Staff plan and provide a broad range of fun and challenging activities for children
to extend their learning. Children eagerly explore the environment and
demonstrate their good concentration skills. For example, they build towers with
large bricks to match their own height. Children enjoy measuring themselves and
problem-solve to find out if they need to add more bricks or remove some to match
their friends' heights. The pre-school is an active part of the community. It has
developed strong links with local schools to support children with transitions.
Children enjoy visits to the park, shops and library and benefit from the visitors to
pre-school. This supports them to learn about people who help others and the
wider community.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n Staff are motivated and provide high-quality care and education. They
understand how children learn and build on children's existing knowledge to
extend their skills further. Staff use observations well and show children are
making good progress. However, the new system for monitoring progress is not
fully embedded, and, on occasions, gaps are not always identified swiftly.
n Staff are caring and kind and support children's individual needs. They are
positive role models and ooze enthusiasm with the children. They engage fully
with them and make learning fun. Children listen and behave well. They take
pride in being rewarded for their positive behaviour with praise and stickers. This
helps to raise self-esteem and reinforce what is expected.
n Parents are extremely happy with the pre-school. They state their children enjoy
attending and their confidence levels have soared. Staff keep parents updated
on their children's progress and share next steps and ideas to continue learning
at home. However, some parents feedback verbally they do not all contribute to
their children's learning to promote partnership working.
n Children benefit from their interactions with staff. Staff ask questions and use
meaningful discussions to engage children in conversations. New words are
introduced to extend children's vocabulary and help them to increase their
sentences. For example, children learn words to describe a spider's web,
including 'invisible', 'entwine' and 'delicate'.
n Opportunities are used effectively to extend children's understanding, through
role play, about people who help us. Children pretend to be a vet or a doctor.

Inspection report: Blendon Preschool
14 January 2020

2

They discuss the uniforms they need to wear and understand the role of a
paramedic. Children use the equipment and know that a stethoscope is used to
listen to the heart. They enjoy making the animals better, adding bandages to
their poorly limbs. They extend their imaginations by ordering medicine and
writing prescriptions.
n Staff skilfully weave mathematical language and concepts into routines and play
experiences. For example, children count and learn colours as they set the table
for snack time. They cut out different shapes to create pictures of dogs and
count spots on ladybirds and legs on spiders in the garden. They learn positional
language while building and listening to stories.
n Children are encouraged to adopt healthy lifestyles. They understand the
importance of washing their hands. Children help staff to prepare healthy snacks
that include fruit and vegetables. Children access the garden daily and use the
equipment safely to increase their balance and physical skills.
n The managers have been guided by the local authority to support them in
making improvements. They are passionate and have incorporated changes to
benefit the staff and children. They monitor practice and staff receive regular
supervision. This has supported them to raise the quality of teaching. Staff
regularly attend training to increase their knowledge and learn new skills.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
All staff have completed safeguarding training and keep their knowledge updated.
They can provide examples of issues that would cause them concern about a
child's welfare, including radicalisation. Staff know the procedures to follow and
professionals to contact if they need to make a referral. Staff complete daily checks
to ensure the environment is safe and minimise any hazards. The managers deploy
staff effectively to ensure ratios are maintained inside and outside. Staff support
children to manage risks as they use climbing equipment, bounce on the
trampoline and cut with scissors. Children practise evacuation procedures so they
know what to do in an emergency.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:
n fully embed recent improvements to the system for monitoring children's
progress, to ensure any gaps are identified as quickly as possible
n build on ways to encourage parents to contribute to their children's development
to promote a shared care approach to their ongoing learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

115340

Local authority

Bexley

Inspection number

10128357

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register

Day care type

Sessional day care

Age range of children

2 to 3

Total number of places

24

Number of children on roll

31

Name of registered person

Blendon Pre-school Committee

Registered person unique
reference number

RP902174

Telephone number

07814 564 259

Date of previous inspection

20 March 2013

Information about this early years setting
Blendon Preschool registered in 2000 and is run by a committee. It operates from a
church premises. Children have access to a main hall and an outdoor play area. It
is situated in the Blackfen area of Sidcup within the London Borough of Bexley. The
pre-school is open on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, from 9.15am to
12.15pm, and Wednesday afternoon, from 12.30pm to 3pm, term time only. The
pre-school is funded to provide free early education to all children aged three and
four years. The pre-school employs nine members of staff. Of these, five hold an
appropriate early years qualification.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Helen Craig
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Inspection activities
n The managers and inspector conducted a learning walk and discussed how the
curriculum is organised.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n Parents spoke to the inspector and shared their views of the pre-school.
n The inspector looked at some documentation, including children's progress, staff
suitability and qualifications.
n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times during the
inspection.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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