
Inspection of Woodhams Farm Day 
Nursery
Woodhams Farm, Kings Worthy, WINCHESTER, Hampshire SO23 7LB

Inspection date: 7 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The manager and her staff strive to create a warm and friendly atmosphere. 
Children and their families are exceptionally well supported. The views of parents 
and children are highly valued, and contribute fully towards the improvements 
made within the nursery.

The manager and staff are exceptionally dedicated to providing a fully inclusive 
environment where children with complex medical and educational needs are 
extremely well supported. Staff accelerate the learning of all children and prepare 
them tremendously well for their next stage in learning, such as school. They listen 
to the children's discussions with enthusiasm and ask appropriate questions of 
interest. 

Staff are kind and helpful towards the children and each other. They are excellent 
role models for the children and set clear boundaries that the children respect. The 
children's behaviour is exemplary. Children are happy, confident and exceptionally 
engaged in their learning and play. Staff give the children time to respond to 
questions and opportunities to try to do activities for themselves. Therefore, 
children become extremely independent learners. Children impressively recognise 
their own names, fetch their own coats and put their shoes on. Older children learn 
about taking turns, listening to each other and enjoying board games. Younger 
children strengthen their physical skills, and gain knowledge and understanding of 
the world by enjoying the mud kitchen and water activities in outdoor play. Babies 
develop language and listening skills through nursery rhymes and actions. 

The skilful planning for children's learning and development means that the 
individual needs and interests of all children are fully met. Staff create a supportive 
environment where parents are informed in detail of their child's progress and how 
to extend their learning at home. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff are exceptionally skilled at enhancing children's physical skills through a 
range of exciting and challenging activities. For instance, babies enjoy exploring 
and finding jungle animals in shredded paper and a mix of pretend snow and 
glitter.

n Children develop their language skills through carefully planned speaking and 
listening activities. Children are encouraged to share their home lives, sing 
songs, and take part in inspirational rhyming activities. 

n Staff take every opportunity to develop children's conversations and activities by 
asking challenging questions and allowing children time to think and respond. As 
a result, children are exceptionally confident in their own abilities and are excited 
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to try new experiences.
n Children display high levels of social skills and are kind and considerate to each 

other. Staff praise children for their achievements and positive behaviour. 
n Respect and kindness for others is thoroughly embedded through the setting. 

Children learn about manners and being polite. 
n Children develop an excellent understanding of the cultures and festivals 

celebrated by other children and families.
n Children's knowledge of the wider world is developed exceptionally well through 

inspiring topics and exciting visitors who attend the setting. For example, 
representatives from the police, army and fire brigade have visited and talked to 
children about their different roles.

n The management team regularly reviews and reflects on how training impacts 
on the staff's practice and the care the children receive. They provide staff with 
a robust supervision and training schedule, which takes into account individual 
staff member's mental health and well-being. 

n The manager is an exceptional role model for her staff and works tremendously 
hard to motivate and inspire them.

n The staff's high expectations of the children mean they take part in inspiring and 
challenging activities. For example, younger children take part in mark making 
with their fingers and older children enjoy physical activities by using peelers 
and graters to prepare healthy snacks.

n Staff take the children out on regular visits and outings in the community. They 
thoroughly enjoy the visits to the woods and learning about the farm animals 
they see en route. Children enjoy sharing ideas with others, which further 
supports their confidence and self-esteem.

n The manager continuously strives to improve children's experiences. She has 
developed strong links within the community to extend and enrich children's 
learning. For example, links with a local care home mean children regularly 
interact with older people.

n Parents are extremely complimentary about the nursery. They say that the staff 
are exceptionally supportive and they prepare children tremendously well when 
moving rooms in the nursery and for starting school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff benefit from a rigorous safeguarding training programme which equips them 
with an excellent understanding of the signs and symptoms which indicate a child 
may be at risk. Staff show a precise understanding of issues such as female genital 
mutilation, whistle-blowing and the 'Prevent' duty. The manager and staff are 
extremely proactive in taking action to keep children from harm. Managers have 
comprehensive procedures in place to ensure staff identify and report all 
safeguarding concerns swiftly.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY359298

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10108661

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 116

Number of children on roll 211

Name of registered person Woodhams Farm Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905194

Telephone number 01962886029

Date of previous inspection 26 May 2015

Information about this early years setting

Woodhams Farm Day Nursery registered in 2007. It operates from a converted 
barn in the village of Kings Worthy, near Winchester. The nursery opens Monday to 
Friday, from 8am until 6pm, for 50 weeks of the year. The nursery is in receipt of 
funding for the provision of free early years education for children aged two, three 
and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Bev Boyd

Inspection activities

n The inspector had a tour of the areas used by the children.
n A joint observation with the manager was completed with the inspector.
n The inspector discussed the ongoing evaluation process with the provider.
n Written documentation was viewed by the inspector and discussions were held 

with the manager and staff regarding children's progress.
n At appropriate times during the inspection, the inspector spoke with children and 

parents to gather their views of the nursery.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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