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Inspection of an outstanding school: 
Ellergreen Nursery School and Childcare 
Centre 
Ellergreen Road, Norris Green, Liverpool, Merseyside L11 2RY 

 
  
Inspection dates: 8–9 January 2020 
 

Outcome 
 
Ellergreen Nursery School and Childcare Centre continues to be an outstanding school. 

 

What is it like to attend this school? 
 
There are many notable strengths at Ellergreen. One is the exceptional way in which the 
staff cater for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). The staff 
have the same high expectations of this group of children as they do for all children who 
attend the school. They go the extra mile to make sure that these children make progress 
in their learning and are ready for their primary school.  
 
Children are very happy and settled. They feel very safe and comfortable with staff. Some 
children were only on their third day of school when this inspection took place. It was 
impressive to see how well staff made them feel welcome. They took the time to get to 
know the children’s personalities and their likes and dislikes. 
 
Staff are experts at managing children who show some challenging behaviour. There is no 
disruption to other children or learning. Parents, carers and children confirmed that there 
is no bullying. Staff listen to children’s concerns and worries. A typical parental comment 
in the Ofsted survey was that they are happy their children have ‘had the opportunity to 
learn in such a loving and enabling environment. The teachers are all very caring, 
attentive and approachable’. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better? 
 
Teachers teach the skills of early reading from the first day of the term. It is a very high 
priority for the school. Every child reads every day. High-quality books and texts are 
everywhere. Through the characters and the stories, children learn right from wrong. 
They learn about different people and how to be fair and respectful to others. Children 
take pride and significant care when handling the books. In story time and adult-led 
times, children develop a love of books. They love learning new words. They learn about 
the structure of stories. They also enjoy rhymes and some complex features, such as 
alliteration. Staff are ambitious that every child should be ready to learn to read by the 
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time they start school.  
 
Teachers immerse the children who speak English as an additional language in language. 
Speaking, understanding and listening are at the core of the daily routines. Children with 
SEND make ground every day in their speaking and listening skills. The activities in the 
curriculum develop children’s vocabulary well. Teachers have high expectations. The 
outdoors area and the indoor classrooms are set out very well. The staff set up paired 
and group-talk sessions to develop children’s speaking. There are small-group sessions to 
build up children’s memory of words and of songs and rhymes. For all children, there are 
some excellent chances to develop an understanding of language. Teachers make sure 
that children have the words to describe their ideas. For example, children put their hands 
inside a pumpkin and confidently described what they felt.  
 
In personal, social and health education, there is a strong focus on children developing a 
respect for differences between people. Children learn about different countries and 
people. They taste different foods and learn about different languages from around the 
world. There is an excellent long-term plan which builds children’s knowledge and skills 
over the term and year. Teachers teach children how to manage their behaviour and 
emotions. Children behave well. Those children who have emotional and behavioural 
needs learn very well. The staff are skilled at modelling how to behave.  
 
The aim of the curriculum is to broaden children’s horizons. The curriculum is well 
planned and full of exciting opportunities to learn. I looked through photographs of 
children holding animals such as snakes when the zoo staff came to visit. It was clear 
from their faces how much the children enjoyed this experience. It also showed me how 
much it had helped them to build their understanding of the world around them. The 
curriculum helps children to learn well across all areas of learning. Children are more than 
ready for their move into primary schools. 
  
Leaders take the workload of staff seriously. Leaders are flexible. They make sure that 
staff have the training and the support that they need. The headteacher is not content to 
rest on an outstanding judgement. She is determined to continually improve what the 
school does.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Safeguarding is a high priority for all staff. They are vigilant in identifying any family or 
child that may need early help. They are well trained and knowledgeable. To help staff, 
there is a suite of policies and procedures to follow. These meet the requirements of the 
early years foundation stage. Leaders are quick to respond when there is any concern 
that is linked to health and safety or to safeguarding. They work very well with other 
agencies, such as the local authority, health professionals and staff at the primary schools. 
The school’s documentation is thorough and of a high quality.  
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Background 
 
When we have judged a maintained nursery school to be outstanding, we will then 
normally go into the school about once every four years to confirm that the school 
remains outstanding. This is called a section 8 inspection of a good school or non-exempt 
outstanding school. We do not give graded judgements on a section 8 inspection. 
However, if we find some evidence that the school could now be better than good or that 
standards may be declining, then the next inspection will be a section 5 inspection. 
Usually this is within one to two years of the date of the section 8 inspection. If we have 
serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or the quality of education, we will 
convert the section 8 inspection to a section 5 inspection immediately. 
 
This is the first section 8 inspection since we judged the school to be outstanding on 2–3 
December 2015. 
 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school, or to 
find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View information 
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their 
inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can 
complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' refers to those pupils who attract government pupil 
premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and 
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
https://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 104506 

Local authority Liverpool 

Inspection number 10111080 

Type of school Nursery 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 2 to 5 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 100 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Sharon Cody 

Headteacher Jane Rogers 

Website www.ellergreennurseryschool.co.uk 

Date of previous inspection 2–3 December 2015 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school has provision for two-year-old children but this was inspected separately by 

Ofsted in December 2018. It was judged to be outstanding.  
 

Information about this inspection 
 
 I looked at the curriculum as a whole and looked in depth into reading, communication 

and language, and personal, social and emotional education. I spoke with the teachers 
who lead each area of learning. I looked at the records of children’s work and the 
teachers’ long-term plans. I met some children in class and outdoors, and joined in 
their games and play. Because the children are young, none completed Ofsted’s online 
survey.  

 To gather the views of parents, I considered the 33 responses that parents gave to 
Ofsted’s online survey, Parent View. I also looked through the responses to the school’s 
own survey from July, to which 50 parents responded.  

 To gather the views of staff, I met with a range of teaching assistants and teachers. I 
also considered the 16 responses to Ofsted’s online staff survey.  

 I met with three representatives of the governing body and a representative of the 
local authority. I also met with the headteacher throughout the inspection.  

file:///C:/Users/allan/AppData/Local/Packages/Microsoft.MicrosoftEdge_8wekyb3d8bbwe/TempState/Downloads/www.ellergreennurseryschool.co.uk
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 To judge how well the school protects and safeguards children, I checked the security 
of the site. I considered the school’s system to check that adults working at the school 
have the correct clearances to work with children. I met with a group of staff to 
understand how well they know their role in safeguarding children. I reviewed the 
school’s policies and procedures and I talked through some safeguarding incidents with 
the headteacher. I also asked a representative of the governing body some questions 
about safeguarding.  

 

 

Inspection team 

 

Allan Torr, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates:  
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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