
Inspection of ABC Rainbow Day 
Nursery
303 Southbourne Grove, WESTCLIFF-ON-SEA, Essex SS0 0AL

Inspection date: 8 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and settle quickly on arrival. Babies are greeted warmly by their 
key person, who provides soothing cuddles and reassurance. This helps them 
separate from their parents with confidence. Older children show care and concern 
for new children, helping them learn the routines of the room and including them 
in their play. Children behave well. They take turns and share resources, which 
helps them to develop good social skills. 

Children have good opportunities to develop key skills, such as independence. Staff 
have high expectations of children and encourage them to take responsibility for 
the environment, for example tidying up at the end of the session and learning to 
manage their own personal care routines. Children of all ages enjoy a wide range 
of messy play. For example, staff provide pre-school children with flour and lentils 
in a large tray and encourage them to make marks in the mixture. Children draw 
letters from their names in the flour using their fingers and paintbrushes, and 
practise the sounds the letters make with support from staff. Additional resources, 
such as bowls and small pots, enable children to use their imaginative skills to 
extend the activity. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children are confident communicators. Babies babble in response to their key 
person, while toddlers use newly acquired words to point out animals in picture 
books. However, sometimes, during spontaneous group activities, staff do not 
always engage all children effectively, which disrupts those who want to take 
part. 

n The manager makes good use of additional money to provide funded children 
with a wide range of opportunities that support their interests and learning 
needs. For example, staff make good use of the vegetable patch to help children 
learn about the wider natural world and how their food is grown. 

n All children make good progress, including those with special educational needs. 
Staff share information with other professionals involved in children's care and 
follow tailored learning plans to help support children's development. 

n Children have daily access to the large nursery garden. A grassed area provides 
endless opportunities for older children to explore and develop their physical 
skills. There is also an artificial turfed area which enables children to play outside 
in all weathers. However, particularly when the younger children are outside, 
staff do not make the most of existing resources to provide a wide range of 
opportunities that excite and interest them. 

n The manager completes regular supervision meetings with staff to help them 
develop their practice and skills. She encourages staff to undertake further 
training relevant to their role. This helps to improve and extend staff's 
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knowledge and teaching skills. 
n Staff share information with parents at the start and end of each day, which 

helps to support continuity in children's care and learning. Parents comment that 
they are really happy with the care their children receive.  

n Babies enjoying sensory experiences, such as playing with fake snow. Staff let 
snow fall from their hands, which entices babies to try and grab it as it drops. 
Staff praise them for their efforts, which further encourages babies to try to pick 
up the snow from the tray. This helps them to develop their hand-to-eye 
coordination. 

n Toddlers bravely put their hands into shaving foam to pick up wooden animals. 
Staff support them and encourage those who are hesitant to have a go. 
Toddlers look to staff for reassurance before tentatively squashing the foam in 
their hands. They clap their hands and laugh as spots of foam fly everywhere. 

n There are successful partnerships with local schools, which helps to support 
children as they make the move into full-time education. Teachers visit the 
nursery to meet the children and speak to their key person to discuss children's 
progress. This helps to provide continuity in children's learning and 
development. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager ensures that all staff have a good understanding of child protection 
matters and regularly tests their knowledge. For example, she pins a weekly 
question above where staff sign in and asks them the question at different times 
during the week. All staff complete regular safeguarding training online and attend 
organised training courses, which helps them to keep up with new guidance as it is 
released.  

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n build further on opportunities, particularly during spontaneous group activities, 
to fully interest and engage all children 

n make greater use of existing resources to increase the opportunities available to 
the younger children, particularly when playing outside.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2525560

Local authority Southend-on-Sea

Inspection number 10132042

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 95

Name of registered person ABC Rainbow Day Nursery (Westcliff) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2525559

Telephone number 01702345959

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

ABC Rainbow Day Nursery re-registered in 2019 and is based in Westcliff-on-Sea. 
The nursery opens from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, all year round. It 
employs 24 childcare staff, 19 of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications. 
The manager holds a level 6 qualification. The nursery provides free early 
education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sue Mann
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Inspection activities

n The manager showed the inspector around the premises and talked about how 
they organise the rooms and support children's learning. 

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager and discussed the 
learning intentions. 

n The inspector spoke to children, staff, parents and the management team during 
the inspection. 

n The inspector held meetings with the manager and provider, and examined 
relevant documentation, such as evidence of staff's suitability to work with 
children. 

n The inspector observed children and staff interacting, and held discussions with 
staff regarding children's learning and development. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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