
Inspection of The Childcare Club At 
Buckingham Park
Buckingham Park Primary School, Buckingham Road, Shoreham By Sea BN43 5UD

Inspection date: 8 January 2020

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive with confidence and are happy to attend the club. They quickly 
settle to play with activities of their choice and become fully absorbed. For 
example, they enjoy imaginative play and take on specific roles in the well-
resourced pretend home area. Some children choose to read books and cosy up 
together in comfortable spaces. 

Children say that there is always plenty to do and that they are never bored. They 
are very involved in the club and staff value their views highly. For example, staff 
continually seek children's ideas about activities that they wish to do and the skilled 
staff implement these effectively. This helps children to feel a strong sense of 
belonging. In addition, they are included in decisions about the organisation of the 
club, such as the introduction of a buddy system. 

Children are very well behaved and show that they understand what is expected of 
them. For instance, during registration time, they readily remind each other about 
the rules of the club. The well-qualified and experienced staff listen attentively to 
children. They have high expectations for them and help them to make choices, 
such as deciding which colour slime to make, through a voting system. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The well-qualified staff work very well together. They continually evaluate the 
service they provide to children and their families and implement changes as 
necessary. For example, they have reviewed the organisation of snack time and 
successfully implemented changes to this. Staff now ensure that children have 
more time to enjoy this time in smaller groups, which impacts positively on their 
comfort and independence. 

n Senior managers support staff successfully. For instance, staff receive high levels 
of guidance when taking on new roles and responsibilities. As a result, they 
share skills and knowledge effectively to benefit the children. Staff have 
opportunities to discuss their well-being. Managers take effective steps as 
necessary, such as reviewing and reducing the workload of staff.  

n Children enjoy playing in the safe and welcoming environment. They are 
independent and show good levels of self-esteem. Very young children 
confidently speak to visitors and tell them about their friends and the wide range 
of activities that they enjoy. They particularly like making items to take home, 
playing computer games and baking.

n Staff help younger children to feel settled and secure. For example, staff gain 
detailed information from parents about children's interests and what they know 
and can do. Staff then ensure that resources to match these are easily available. 
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Older children are also nurturing towards their younger friends. They show them 
how to successfully use craft materials and help them with their construction 
models.

n The key-person approach works effectively, and staff know children well. They 
are very aware of dietary needs and provide a variety of food choices. Staff 
organise games in the hall and outdoors for children to practise their physical 
skills and to take risks in their play. The leadership team and staff are reviewing 
how they can use the outdoor spaces even more, such as all year round.

n Staff join in well with children's play and help to build on what children learn at 
school. For example, during craft activities, staff help children to master skills, 
such as successfully using scissors to make penguins, using paper and glue. 
Staff skilfully organise interesting activities to help engage children in their play. 
They support children's mathematical understanding, such as early calculation, 
when they mix ingredients to make slime. Staff also ask children questions to 
help them think and respond, which helps to support their language skills. 

n The partnership with children's parents and class teachers is effective. Staff 
ensure that key messages from teachers are passed to parents. They also 
provide a memory book for children and their parents. This contains various 
photographs of activities that they have enjoyed. Parents speak highly about the 
club. They say that their children love coming to the club and that they like the 
wide range of activities provided.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The leadership team follows rigorous recruitment and induction procedures to help 
ensure those caring for children are suitable. Staff have access to comprehensive 
written policies and follow these carefully, such as collecting children safely from 
their classrooms. They attend regular safeguarding training to help ensure that 
their knowledge is up to date. Staff understand their responsibilities to protect 
children. They know the procedures to follow if they have any concerns about 
children or adults caring for them. Staff provide messages about keeping safe 
when playing computer games. Children show that they understand how to keep 
themselves and others safe, such as not swinging on chairs or running indoors.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY548960

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10130541

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children 4 to 11

Total number of places 43

Number of children on roll 112

Name of registered person The Childcare Club (Worthing) Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP535332

Telephone number 07551 062186

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Childcare Club At Buckingham Park registered in 2017. It operates from rooms 
within Buckingham Park Primary School. It is one of several provisions operated by 
the provider. The club employs six members of staff. Of these, five staff hold 
appropriate qualifications ranging from level 3 to 5. The after-school club opens 
from Monday to Friday, during term times. Sessions are from 3pm until 6pm. A 
holiday club operates during school holidays from 8.30am to 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Maura Pigram

Inspection activities

n The inspector completed a learning walk of the areas used by the setting to find 
out how they are organised. She discussed the range of activities provided both 
indoors and outdoors. 

n The views of staff, children and parents were obtained at appropriate times.
n The inspector checked a sample of documentation, including the safeguarding 

policy and evidence of staff suitability. 
n A member of the management team and the inspector evaluated the 

effectiveness of an activity planned by staff for the children.  
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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