
Inspection of Buddies Bungalow
C/O Glen Park Primary School, Glen Road, Plympton, PLYMOUTH PL7 2DE

Inspection date: 8 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The setting aims to provide all children with the key skills to help them build strong 
relationships with both adults and peers. Children learn that 'sharing is caring'. 
They are affectionate towards one another, such as giving hugs, and are able to 
share resources effectively. Children behave well and have a strong understanding 
of how to work together as a team. For example, children spontaneously support 
their friends as they carry a toybox. Staff support children's literacy skills well. They 
have introduced a 'story of the week' and encourage children to learn new words, 
such as 'author' and 'illustrator'. Specific group times led by staff provide children 
with good opportunities to talk about the books they have read at home. Children 
enjoy talking about stories and the characters in them. Children demonstrate good 
hand-to-eye coordination and hold writing tools effectively. Staff encourage 
children to use a 'nip, flip and grip' method to help children learn how to hold a 
pencil effectively to support early writing. All children enjoy creative activities. 
Younger children listen and respond to their favourite nursery rhymes. Older 
children use their imagination to create models using recyclable materials. All 
children are happy and safe.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff are enthusiastic about helping children to make positive progress in their 
development. They tailor activities to ensure these meet children's individual 
needs. For instance, children spend time with their key person to help build on 
what they already know and can do. Younger children engage in listening games 
to aid their concentration. Older children make pictures using shapes. They 
manipulate tools well, such as hammers, to support their physical development 
effectively. 

n The manager ensures staff undertake training. Overall, this helps to keep their 
professional knowledge up to date and benefit children. For example, training 
has helped staff to understand the importance of providing children with enough 
time to think and answer questions. This helps children to process their 
thoughts. Informal supervision of staff is in place. However, this is not frequent 
enough, and does not fully focus on staff teaching practice to promote the 
learning and development of children even further.

n Children are highly confident and display strong levels of self-esteem. Staff 
provide children with 'wow' moments and 'thank you' certificates for tasks they 
have achieved. Children have the opportunity to bring in special items from 
home. They share these with staff and peers during circle time to help build 
their confidence even more. Parents state they are actively encouraged to 
support their children's development and to share interests. 

n Staff encourage children to respect others. However, opportunities for children 
to learn about other languages, cultures and traditions are not as effective. 
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Additionally, staff have not yet devised systems to fully support those children 
who speak English as an additional language, to help develop their 
understanding and speaking skills even more.

n Children are independent and manage their care needs well. They enjoy the 
responsibility of taking on small tasks. For instance, a 'special helper' undertakes 
daily tasks. They count the children at register time, bang the cymbals to 
indicate tidy-up time and delegate 'jobs' to other children. 

n Staff provide children with good opportunities to be active and times to rest. 
Outside, children enjoy throwing beanbags into a bucket and riding scooters. At 
the end of the session, children enjoy lying down and listening to peaceful 
music. Their physical and emotional well-being is strong. 

n Partnerships with other professionals are effective. Close links with the on-site 
school are in place. The manager liaises closely with school staff, to ensure that 
those children who are due to move up to school have strong friendship groups 
to help them feel secure. Shared play sessions also help children to become 
familiar with the school environment. School staff state children come prepared 
for their next stage of learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff ensure children develop a good understanding of how to keep safe. Children 
take responsibility for using a stop-and-go sign when their peers climb the outdoor 
steps. This ensures only a small number of children use them at any one time. 
They also understand that they must not wait on the steps, to prevent anyone 
from falling. This helps children to develop an awareness of risk. The manager and 
staff have a secure understanding of safeguarding practices. They are vigilant in 
monitoring children's welfare and are confident in reporting any concerns they may 
have about children's safety. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n monitor and develop staff teaching practice further to promote children's 
learning and development even more

n provide further opportunities for all children to be able to communicate in their 
home language and learn about other languages, cultures and traditions.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY427105

Local authority Plymouth

Inspection number 10106051

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 3 to 11

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 49

Name of registered person Buddies Childcare CIC

Registered person unique 
reference number RP530605

Telephone number 01752336556

Date of previous inspection 12 May 2014

Information about this early years setting

Buddies Bungalow re-registered in 2017. It operates from a purpose-built building 
within the grounds of Glen Park Primary School, Devon. The setting is open 
Monday to Friday from 8am until 6pm, all year round. It also provides before- and 
after-school club care, and a holiday club. It accepts early education funding for 
children aged two, three and four years. The manager holds early years 
professional status and all other staff hold appropriate early years qualifications at 
levels 2 and 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Joanne Steward
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Inspection activities

n The inspector carried out a learning walk with the manager and discussed what 
the children would learn from the educational activities provided.

n A range of activities were observed both inside and outside.
n The views of parents and children in the out-of-school club were sought to find 

their opinions of the provision.
n A joint observation was held with the manager to discuss the quality of staff 

teaching.
n The inspector looked at documentation, such as staff suitability and 

safeguarding policies.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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