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Not previously inspected as an academy

What is it like to attend this school?
This is a happy school with a real sense of community. The headteacher has worked
with grit and determination to build a strong team of staff in order to improve the
quality of education at the school. From the moment pupils step into Keresley
Grange School, their curiosity and interest in reading high-quality books is ignited.
Whether walking down the corridor into Narnia, or following the yellow brick road to
Oz, it is clear from displays that reading and writing is of the highest priority. Pupils
are hooked on books!
Everyone works together to keep pupils safe. Pupils told us about the school rules
that help to keep them safe. Pupils behave well at school because they enjoy
learning. Leaders keep a close eye on any behaviour incidents, including bullying,
and make sure that these are dealt with quickly. If pupils have any concerns, they
know that they can speak to a member of staff or use the ‘worry box’.
Leaders have built good relationships with parents and carers. Staff are available to
speak to parents every day. Parents are getting involved in school activities in a
variety of different ways, such as the golden ticket event and the grandparents’ tea
party.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?
Expectations are high across the school. Relationships are warm and nurturing
enabling pupils to make a positive start to school. Children’s interest and curiosity in
learning is sparked in Reception by carefully planned activities, often linked to story
themes. The safe, stimulating environment is rich in vocabulary. Captain Hook’s
‘great word net’ celebrates some of the exciting words that children use, such as
‘smidgen’ and ‘humongous’. Teachers provide children with different levels of
challenge within activities. The outdoor environment provides an appropriate range
of activities. However, resources are not of the same high quality as those seen in
the classroom.
Leaders place the highest priority on learning to read, from the moment children
start school. All teachers are well trained to teach phonics. They do so with skill and
enthusiasm, engaging children’s interests. There is a seamless approach to teaching
phonics, reading and writing, beginning in Reception. Children learn the early rules
of grammar, and why they are important. As one child explained, full stops are
important because ‘You won’t be finished – you’ll just be waiting and waiting …!’
Reading books are well matched to pupils’ phonics skills. Pupils read with growing
confidence and fluency. Pupils who need help to improve their reading get timely
support by trained staff. Pupils also access quality texts, matched to their abilities,
through the ‘million words’ reading challenge. Weekly quizzes check pupils’
understanding of these books.
Leaders and staff have developed a curriculum that now enables pupils to achieve
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well. Teachers benefit from high-quality professional development. English,
mathematics and geography are well planned and taught in a coherent way. Work in
pupils’ books shows that pupils are developing their skills and knowledge over time.
In mathematics, pupils talk about the skills they need to tackle new problems. Pupils
use subject vocabulary confidently. Improvements in the teaching of writing have led
to better-quality writing. Pupils now have positive attitudes to writing. Regular pupil
progress meetings enable staff to check that pupils are getting the help they need.
Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities are well supported.
Staff are developing the wider, or ‘expert’, curriculum, incorporating all the national
curriculum subjects. Plans provide clear intent of what will be taught and when.
Leaders are still in the process of implementing these plans. Consequently, some
subjects, including science, are less well developed than others.
Pupils enjoy a range of enrichment activities. They also benefit from visiting
speakers, quality music experiences and performances. Pupils take part in local
community projects. For example, they planted a peace orchard in the local park to
commemorate the D-Day Normandy landings. Pupils enjoy being ‘respect
ambassadors’. They talk about the importance of respecting everyone’s differences
and beliefs.
Over time, leaders have made significant improvements to all aspects of the school.
Leaders have made excellent staff appointments as well as ‘growing their own’
experts. Trainee and newly qualified teachers are well supported. Pupils are now
doing well in key stage 1. Pupils in upper key stage 2 still have a way to go to catch
up on some learning. This is due to the legacy of poor teaching and assessment,
and staffing instability.
Governors and trustees are highly skilled. They provide good oversight and
challenge to leaders. While they have an accurate knowledge of the school’s
strengths and weaknesses, some of the leaders’ improvement planning is not as
focused as it could be. This has the potential to hamper governors’ oversight of
school improvement over time.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
There are strong systems in place to ensure that pupils are kept safe. Thorough
checks are made on staff before their appointment to make sure they are suitable to
work with children. Staff are well trained in all aspects of safeguarding. They know
how to report any concerns they have about a pupil. Leaders are tenacious when
they have concerns about pupils. Even when different agencies stop helping a
family, the school keeps looking for other options to make sure that they are
supported.
All staff are aware of local risks and help pupils learn how to keep themselves safe.
Pupils told inspectors about how they keep themselves safe when cycling to and
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from school.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)
 The school is in the process of developing its wider(‘expert’) curriculum. While
some foundation subjects are well planned and implemented, other subjects are
not yet at the same stage of development. However, it is clear from the actions
that leaders have already taken in planning their curriculum that they are in the
process of bringing this about. Leaders should ensure that curriculum planning
and staff training continues to enable the expert curriculum to be fully
implemented.
 The outdoor provision in Reception is not of the same standard as the indoor
provision. Some of the equipment needs replacing. As a result, children are not
experiencing as rich a learning experience in the outdoors area. Leaders should
ensure that the quality of the outdoor provision is improved so that children
experience a more engaging outdoors environment.
 Leaders have an accurate understanding of the strengths and areas for
development for the school. However, improvement plans lack detail in terms of
actions, timescales for improvements and milestones. This means that governors
and trustees are not able to check on progress towards outcomes and hold
leaders to account as easily as they should. The trust and governors should
ensure that leaders receive the necessary training and support in order to develop
improvement plans that set out proposed actions and intended outcomes. This
will enable the trust and governors to hold leaders to account for specific
improvements.

How can I feed back my views?
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.
If you are the provider and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you
can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
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years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details
Unique reference number

143780

Local authority

Coventry

Inspection number

10122421

Type of school

Primary

School category

Academy converter

Age range of pupils

4 to 11

Gender of pupils

Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll

291

Appropriate authority

Board of trustees

Chair of trust

Peter Thomas

Headteacher

Nicola Penlington

Website

www.keresleygrange.co.uk/

Date of previous inspection

Not previously inspected

Information about this school
 Keresley Grange Primary School converted to become an academy school on 1
February 2017. When its predecessor school, Keresley Grange Primary School,
was last inspected by Ofsted, it was judged to require improvement.
 A small number of pupils attend a local authority short-stay provision called The
Keys but remain on the roll of Keresley Grange School.
 The school provides pre- and after-school provision on site for up to 60 pupils,
called Grangers.

Information about this inspection
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.
 We met with the headteacher and senior and subject leaders during the
inspection to discuss all aspects of the school.
 We also met with staff responsible for pastoral support and attendance.
 The lead inspector met with the chair of the board of trustees and spoke to
another trustee on the telephone. She met with the local authority adviser.
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 The lead inspector met with the designated safeguarding lead and one deputy
safeguarding lead. Together, they discussed all aspects of safeguarding and
considered individual case studies. The lead inspector looked at the checks the
school makes before staff are recruited to the school.
 The lead inspector met with the headteacher in her capacity of acting special
educational needs coordinator (SENCo), and the assistant SENCo.
 The lead inspector met with a group of trainee and newly qualified teachers.
 We talked to parents at the beginning and end of the school day. We also
considered the 39 responses to Ofsted’s Parent View survey, as well as the 32
free-text responses.
 We considered the 20 responses to Ofsted’s staff survey and the 36 responses to
the pupil survey.
 Reading, writing, mathematics, science and geography were focused on during
the inspection. We talked to senior and subject leaders, class teachers and pupils
about these subjects and looked at work in pupils’ books. We visited lessons
across all year groups. Planning documentation for art, music and modern foreign
languages was also scrutinised.
Inspection team
Deb Jenkins, lead inspector

Her Majesty’s Inspector

Chris Ogden

Ofsted Inspector

Linda Brown

Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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