
Inspection of Polkadot Heathcote
Heathcote Primary School, Vickers Way, Warwick, Warwickshire CV34 7AP

Inspection date: 7 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children and families are greeted warmly as they arrive at nursery. Children quickly 
settle at activities and remain busily engaged in meaningful play and learning 
throughout the day. Staff are attentive to children's needs and enjoy engaging in 
play with them. They often follow children's lead, such as when they join children 
to play hide and seek in the nursery garden. The environment is very stimulating 
and offers a broad range of learning opportunities supporting all areas of learning. 
Children make independent choices about how to spend their time. They learn to 
competently manage their outdoor clothes as they move between the indoor and 
outdoor spaces. The flexible routine provides opportunities for children to become 
engaged in self-chosen learning for extended periods of time. Adult-led group 
times provide opportunities for children to hear stories, sing, and learn to be part 
of a group. However, some group activities do not fully engage or meet the needs 
of all children. Children's views and ideas are valued by staff. For example, children 
helped to decide how to use artificial grass as a carpet and a garden area for the 
playhouse. Children's behaviour is very good. Staff teach children to share, take 
turns and help one another. They have high expectations and give children clear 
explanations of the reasons why they must follow certain rules and understand 
boundaries. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff get to know children very well and this supports them to effectively identify 
appropriate next steps in learning. Regular assessment and monitoring of 
progress ensures that any gaps in learning are quickly identified and supported. 
This ensures children make good progress. Additional assessment, such as 
speech and language screening, is provided when needed.

n Children have a positive attitude to learning. They play imaginative games 
cooperatively and choose to look at books together. Children engage in 
exploratory and investigative play with open-ended materials and resources. For 
example, they construct with cardboard boxes and mix soil and water in the 
garden to make 'brown cake'. However, they would benefit from more 
opportunities to engage in sustained exploratory play using creative materials.

n Staff engage in play with children and sensitively extend their learning. For 
example, they model positional language as children work out how to join pieces 
of a train track, and help them to count play money. When children investigate 
magnetic letters and numbers, staff skilfully adapt their support. Staff help 
younger children to find the initial letter of their name, and encourage older 
children to persevere to find and identify the sounds of all the letters in their 
name. 

n Children's language and communication skills are well supported. Staff make the 
most of all opportunities to engage children in conversation. They model and 
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introduce new vocabulary, using clear explanations to support children's 
understanding. For example, as a story is read, new words such as 'distance', 
are introduced and explained. 

n There are many opportunities for children to develop their self-help skills and 
independence. At mealtimes children help to lay the table, serve their own 
meals, pour drinks and clear away their plates. Children learn to care for 
themselves and keep themselves safe. They talk with staff about healthy foods, 
for example, as they persevere to cut up real broccoli in the play kitchen. In the 
garden they learn that they must wear a helmet when riding bicycles. 

n Parents speak very positively about the care and education provided at the 
nursery. They feel well informed about their children's learning and progress and 
say that their children are very happy.

n Before- and after-school club staff form positive and respectful relationships with 
children. Staff interactions and daily routines are adapted to effectively meet the 
needs of Reception children, which supports them to build their confidence. 
Good relationships with school staff ensure continuity of care. 

n The owner, director and manager work closely together to continually review 
and develop the provision. They ensure staff are well supported and have access 
to high-quality training to improve outcomes for children. The views of staff and 
parents are highly valued and there are regular opportunities for them to share 
their opinions. Any feedback received is acted upon to help drive further 
improvements. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are very confident in their knowledge of possible signs and symptoms of 
abuse. They know the local procedures to follow if they are concerned about a 
child or about the behaviour of a member of staff. Staff have a good awareness of 
wider safeguarding issues, such as the 'Prevent' duty and female genital mutilation. 
The manager ensures that statutory training for paediatric first aid and child 
protection remains up to date. Staff also receive regular updates and training 
within staff meetings. Recruitment processes ensure checks for new staff are 
thorough, and that they receive appropriate training during induction. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the planning for some group activities to fully engage and 
consistently challenge all children

n provide more opportunities for children to engage in sustained creative play and 
learning, using a wider range of media and materials.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY552418

Local authority Warwickshire

Inspection number 10133796

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 3 to 9

Total number of places 28

Number of children on roll 41

Name of registered person Polkadot Day Nurseries Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902404

Telephone number 07342947678

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Polkadot Heathcote registered in 2017. It operates in the grounds of Heathcote 
Primary School in Warwick. The nursery employs four members of childcare staff. 
The manager has a teaching qualification and three staff members have 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3. The nursery and before- and after-
school club run from Monday to Friday for 51 weeks of the year. Sessions are from 
8am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for three- and four-
year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Abi Ellis
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Inspection activities

n The manager and inspector toured  the nursery together. They discussed the 
curriculum offered to children and how the nursery is organised. 

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching indoors and outdoors, and 
assessed the impact this has on children's learning and development.   

n At appropriate times during the inspection, the inspector spoke to staff, parents, 
and children, and took account of their views.       

n A joint observation was completed and discussed with the manager.
n The inspector spent time observing children and staff in the before- and after-

school club during the morning and afternoon sessions. 
n The inspector held a leadership and management meeting with the nursery 

manager, owner and director.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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