
Inspection of The Villages Pre-School 
Ltd Eldwick
St Lawrences Hall, Otley Road, Eldwick BD16 3EQ

Inspection date: 10 December 2019

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The highly qualified pre-school owner has high expectations for children and staff. 
She is an inspirational leader and ambassador of high-quality childcare within the 
pre-school and beyond. She has collaborated with others to write blogs for parents 
and been involved in early years panels. Staff have a wealth of qualifications, 
experience, skills and knowledge, which is continually built on. They demonstrate 
first-class teaching and professionalism. They plan an awe-inspiring, precisely 
tailored curriculum and reflect children's experiences all around the pre-school.

Children learn through captivating first-hand experiences and the limitless 
resources and activities set out in the safe, highly stimulating and accessible 
learning environment. They gain a remarkable wealth of knowledge and skills for 
future learning and make rapid progress. Children excitedly and happily enter the 
pre-school. They show fascination, deep concentration and engagement during 
activities such as making pizzas, writing letters to Santa and preparing vegetables 
to feed their pet guinea pig. Older children excitedly chat while collaboratively 
making pizzas. Staff ask probing questions that encourage children to think 
critically. 

Children have formed wonderful friendships and secure attachments with staff. 
Staff are excellent role models. This successfully supports children's exemplary 
behaviour and respect for difference. Children self-regulate, for instance by using 
timers to take turns, and learn about feelings through stories, props and home-
made resources.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff meticulously plan for children. They diligently monitor the curriculum, 
children's progress, gaps and areas where development is delayed. This leads to 
unique early interventions, such as 'nurturing and development' logs and 
targeted groups. Staff also purchase resources, plan innovative activities, adapt 
the environment and attend further training. Consequently, gaps in children's 
learning are quickly closed.

n Children have excellent opportunities to investigate. For example, they carry out 
experiments in the curiosity cube around growth and decay using fruit and 
flowers. Staff accelerate children's learning with enthralling first-hand 
experiences. For instance, children encounter exotic creatures during interactive 
workshops. They show awe and wonder while investigating the new pet African 
snails, noting the patterns on the shells with staff. Children recall the life cycle of 
the chick, reflected in the photograph display, with great memory, using words 
such as 'incubator' and 'brooding box'.  

n Children develop excellent physical skills while using chopsticks and tweezers, 
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chopping up vegetables and manipulating dough during a fun song. Boys 
become engrossed in a game of rhyming rocket that greatly supports their early 
language and literacy skills. Staff place clipboards and fiction and non-fiction 
books all around the pre-school, deliver Bookstart programmes and read 
enthralling stories. Each child takes stories home in their special book bag.

n Staff uniquely incorporate early mathematics. They teach children that time can 
be measured in various ways, for example with a clock, digital device and sand 
timer.

n Children learn about being unique in wonderful ways. For example, staff display 
photographs of the children, themselves and others from around the world, 
share their home language and provide story sacks related to different festivals. 
Parents and children learn about diversity together, for instance by taking packs 
home that provide a wealth of information about different countries.

n Children learn to be respectful and model citizens. For example, they recycle 
items and contribute to charities abroad and locally, such as a food bank event. 
Children plant poppies, make poppy wreaths and listen to stories during a visit 
from a war hero.

n Children develop strong emotional well-being. Staff encourage parents to attend 
the stay-and-play group and take home a staff photograph booklet to share 
before children start at the pre-school.

n Staff promote healthy living superbly. Children freely access outdoors, engage in 
weekly rugby sessions, grow vegetables and learn about germs during 
interactive workshops. Children talk about why their pizzas are healthy.

n There is an excellent exchange of information between parents and staff. 
Parents are inspired to support learning. They attend courses, accompany 
children on magical outings and borrow an exemplary range of resource packs.

n Performance management, training and support for staff are highly effective. 
Self-evaluation tools and improvement plans are exhaustive. Parents positively 
share their views through the use of questionnaires and personal consultations.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The pre-school owner has rigorous systems for ensuring staff's suitability and for 
informing visitors about the stringent safety and safeguarding policies and 
procedures. Staff have a very secure understanding of the indicators of abuse and 
how to report concerns. Alongside regular training, their knowledge is reinforced 
through safeguarding quizzes and scenarios. Staff undertake meticulous risk 
assessments, including where children have a specific development or health need. 
Staff make excellent use of their website, newsletters and other information 
sources to share essential information with parents about issues such as online 
safety, safety in the home and car seat safety. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY547010

Local authority Bradford

Inspection number 10130704

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 37

Name of registered person The Villages Pre-School Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP547008

Telephone number 07981124093

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Villages Pre-School Ltd Eldwick registered in 2017. The pre-school employs 10 
members of staff,. Of these, three hold appropriate early years qualifications at 
level 2, four hold level 3, one holds level 4 and the manager holds early years 
professional status and a qualification at level 7. The pre-school is open Monday to 
Friday, from 9am to 3pm, during term time. Depending on demand, holiday care is 
offered from 9am to 3pm across four weeks of the year for the pre-school children 
and those who have moved on to Reception. The pre-school provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachel Ayo
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed areas staff use for childcare purposes and undertook a 
learning walk with the pre-school owner, who is also the manager. She also 
observed the quality of teaching indoors and outdoors, and assessed the impact 
of this on children's learning.

n The pre-school owner and the inspector carried out a joint observation of a 
specific activity taking place.

n A number of discussions were held between the inspector and staff. The 
inspector also spoke to children during the inspection.

n The inspector held a meeting with the pre-school owner and looked at various 
documents. This includes those related to the suitability and qualifications of 
staff and self-evaluation. The inspector also sampled planning and records of 
learning.

n The pre-school owner shared parent questionnaires and pre-inspection emails 
from parents with the inspector. The inspector also spoke with a number of 
parents during the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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