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Overall effectiveness Requires improvement 

The quality of education Requires improvement 

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement 

Personal development Good 

Leadership and management Requires improvement 

Early years provision Requires improvement 

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection 
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What is it like to attend this school?  
 
Pupils say they enjoy coming to school and feel safe. Learning is important to them 
and teachers want pupils to do their best. However, not all teachers have secure 
subject knowledge to make sure that pupils develop their understanding well.  
 
Pupils’ favourite things about school include the residential trip, listening to class 
reading books and physical education. Pupils keenly shared the sports they have 
participated in. They think the multi-sports, after-school club is the best. 
 
Pupils speak positively about the school rules and rewards they receive. They would 
like to see more rewards, especially for meeting the school values of respectfulness, 
resilience, reflection, resourcefulness and responsibility. However, not all pupils 
follow the school rules. Sometimes, lessons and lunchtimes are disrupted by poor 
behaviour. Not all adults apply the agreed behaviour management rules. This lack of 
consistency makes it difficult for pupils to be clear about what the consequences of 
poor behaviour are.  
 
Pupils enjoyed taking part in anti-bullying week but those who talked to us did not 
have a secure understanding of what bullying is and the different forms it can take. 
Pupils say that bullying happens, and teachers help to sort it out.  
 
Parents are supportive of the school, especially when their children are new. They 
feel that their children have been helped to settle in well to school life. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Children in the early years are not taught phonics in a way that helps them to 
remember the sounds that letters represent. Children do not repeat and practise the 
sounds well enough. For example, in trying to learn a new sound children repeated 
it three times. Elsewhere, children are not taught how to use their phonic knowledge 
to spell words. This means they are unable to write well. Teachers have not 
accessed phonics training that helps them to deliver effective phonics teaching. 
 
Senior leaders have looked to find ways to improve the teaching of reading across 
the school. In some reading comprehension lessons pupils learn and remember how 
to answer different types of questions well. This is not consistent in all year groups. 
In some classes activities do not match what the teacher intended, or pupils’ needs 
and abilities.  
 
Many pupils enjoy mathematics. However, in lessons, pupils all start at the same 
point. They must wait until their work is marked before they can move on to the 
next stage. This slows the pace of their learning, particularly for the most able 
pupils, who cannot work on more challenging mathematics quickly enough.  
 
Curriculum leaders who are new to the role are passionate about their subjects. 
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They are keen to improve how their subject is taught. The curriculum leader for 
history has a system to help teachers know exactly what pupils need to learn and 
when. However, pupils’ books do not show that this has been fully implemented. 
History is mostly taught using English objectives. The curriculum leader is working to 
change this. That said, pupils think history is exciting. They can tell you a lot about 
what they have already learned in the subject.   
 
The special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) has an effective system to 
identify pupils’ additional needs. However, pupils with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities (SEND) do not always get the support needed to help them 
access learning. Until recently, leaders have not been able to access some of the 
specialist support and expertise needed to manage pupils with more complex SEND 
well. This is no longer the case. Leaders have sourced support from an alternative 
provider to help them use accurate strategies to help pupils with SEND. 
 
Children in Reception do not learn as effectively as they could. Some time is wasted 
because children are not taught to use the different areas of the classroom well 
enough. Adults do not intervene during children’s play to encourage and model 
effective use of language. Children’s levels of independence and language 
development are not as strong as they need to be. 
 
Governors are ambitious for Meadow View Primary. They want it to be an inclusive 
school where every pupil meets their potential. Governors challenge the executive 
headteachers’ actions, but do not follow this through well enough to lead to positive 
effect. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Safeguarding procedures are thorough. Leaders work hard to make sure that they 
keep pupils safe. The safeguarding governor has a secure overview of the school’s 
procedures.  
 
Staff training is undertaken every year on how to keep children safe in school. Staff 
are confident in applying the school procedures for reporting any concerns they may 
have.  
 
Senior leaders have created a positive culture of support for families. The 
community café helps with this work. Pupils know how to keep themselves safe, 
including online.  
 

 
 
 
 
What does the school need to do to improve? 
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(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 

 
 Phonics is not taught well enough in the early years. This means pupils cannot 

remember the sounds that letters represent. This hinders their early reading and 
writing. Leaders need to make sure that staff access the training they need, and 
continue to engage with external support, to make sure that teachers and 
teaching assistants have the skills they need to teach phonics effectively.  

 In mathematics, pupils spend too long on simple tasks before they move on to 
more challenging activities. This means that many pupils become distracted and 
disengage with learning. Leaders need to make sure that tasks are well matched 
to pupils’ needs. 

 Subjects, beyond English and mathematics, are too often taught using the 
objectives for English rather than the subject. Curriculum leaders need to make 
sure that the content, sequencing and implementation of their curriculum plans 
enable pupils to effectively develop the necessary skills and knowledge, 
particularly in history.    

 Some pupils do not follow the behaviour systems consistently. Some pupils are 
not clear about what these systems are. Some staff do not apply the behaviour 
system effectively. This leads to some disruptions to lessons and lunchtimes. 
Senior leaders need to review the behaviour system to make sure that it is clear 
to staff and pupils and that it is applied consistently.  

 In Reception, children are not trained to use the well-resourced areas of 
provision. Adults do not intervene in a timely manner to model language. Children 
do not learn as effectively as they could and time is wasted. Children need to be 
taught to use the different areas of the classroom by adults who model language 
well. This would develop children’s independence and language. 
 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 106846 

Local authority Rotherham 

Inspection number 10110676 

Type of school Primary 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 231 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Patricia White 

Headteacher Karen Smith 

Website www.meadowviewprimary.co.uk 

Date of previous inspection 14–15 July 2015 

 

Information about this school 
 
 Meadow View Primary is smaller than the average-sized primary school. 

 The school runs a breakfast club. 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
 We held meetings with the executive headteacher and head of school, subject 

leaders and other staff. We met with members of the governing body and spoke 
with a representative from the local authority. Discussions explored a wide range 
of subjects, including safeguarding arrangements. 

 We explored the curriculum in reading, mathematics, history and physical 
education. Together with curriculum leaders, we completed connected inspection 
activities that included: lesson visits, discussions with leaders, pupils and 
teachers, and work scrutiny.  

 We met with the leaders with overall responsibility for safeguarding and looked at 
their records. We spoke with other staff about their knowledge and understanding 
of what to look out for and what to do in response to concerns. We scrutinised 
the single central record to make sure that the school is checking thoroughly that 

http://www.meadowviewprimary.co.uk/
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there is no known reason that adults should not be working with children. 

 Throughout our time in school, we spoke informally with pupils and considered 
the 19 responses to the pupil survey. We looked at the 14 responses to the staff 
survey. We took into account the views of the six parents who responded to 
Ofsted’s online questionnaire, Parent View. Parents were spoken to informally and 
three letters from parents were considered. 

 

Inspection team 

 

Lesley Allwood, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Rebecca Clayton Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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