School report

Inspection of Lawrence House School
Bridge House, 1 Stuart Road, Bredbury, Stockport SK6 2SR

Inspection dates:

10–11 December 2019

Overall effectiveness

Good

The quality of education

Good

Behaviour and attitudes

Good

Personal development

Good

Leadership and management

Good

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Not previously inspected

Does the school meet the independent
school standards?

Yes

What is it like to attend this school?
When pupils join this school, most do not like the restrictions placed on them to
ensure their safety. Despite pupils’ initial resistance, they soon engage with the
education, care and therapy provided by the school. Pupils improve their
attendance, reduce their high-risk behaviours and make progress with their learning
because of effective support and strong leadership.
Teachers help pupils to rebuild their trust in adults. Teachers spend time getting to
know pupils well. This helps them to plan learning activities which pupils enjoy. Over
time, pupils start to think about their plans for the future. Most want to get
qualifications, go to college and get a job. As a direct result of the school’s work,
this new positive outlook is a ‘transformation’ for the school’s pupils.
Teachers have high expectations of pupils. Pupils are pleasant, polite and well
mannered. They treat their teachers with respect. Pupils feel safe and well cared for.
Bullying and incidents of poor behaviour are rare. Pupils trust their teachers to deal
effectively with any issues as they arise.
Teachers nurture pupils’ individual interests and talents. For example, pupils
interested in music access a recording studio weekly. They compose and record
tracks using the specialist equipment.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?
This school caters for some of the most vulnerable pupils across the country.
Education is at the heart of the school’s programme. Leaders have set out an
ambitious curriculum. This is an effective clinical, educational and therapeutic
programme to help pupils to recover from their trauma and move towards a brighter
future.
When they join the school, pupils have been out of education for long periods of
time. The school’s comprehensive transition plans make sure that pupils get to know
key adults before they start. Relationships are key to the school’s success with these
hard-to-reach pupils. Teachers take time to understand pupils’ interests and talents.
They plan activities which engage pupils and help them to succeed. Pupils settle in
quickly and get off to a good start.
The school’s well-designed curriculum sets out what pupils should learn in each of
the three phases of the programme. Pupils understand the requirements of each
phase. They know what they must achieve to move on to the next phase. Teachers
work well with other specialist staff who share the delivery of the programme. This
team assess and track each pupil’s progress weekly. They use this information well
to identify any pupil who is falling behind and to plan additional support.
Leaders have made considerable progress in putting together curriculum plans that
complement the recovery programme. These plans make sure that as pupils move
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through each phase of the recovery programme, there is an increasing focus on
education. Within a short space of time, pupils start to work towards a range of
qualifications. For example, they study towards functional skills in English and in
mathematics.
In almost all subjects, leaders have set out detailed plans for each of the three
phases. However, the plans for English and mathematics require ongoing
development because they have to be tailored precisely to pupils’ individual needs.
Leaders have rightly waited to do this until teachers have assessed pupils’ starting
points.
In this early phase, the focus has been on finding out where pupils are up to in their
learning in English and mathematics. For example, teachers have assessed how well
pupils solve mathematical problems, write letters and their ability to read a novel. As
some of the school’s first cohort of pupils are coming to the end of the initial phase
of the programme, these pupils will be moving on to a more formal academic
curriculum soon. This is when the more detailed, personalised mathematics and
English subject plans are crucially important.
At the Lawrence House School, teachers set high expectations for pupils’ behaviour.
They insist that pupils are punctual, polite and smartly dressed. Teachers are
excellent role models for their pupils. They help pupils to reduce their high-risk
behaviours and make the most of their time in school. The school is calm and
orderly.
Teachers find out what pupils like to do in their spare time. They plan activities
which help pupils develop hobbies and interests. For example, a teacher takes pupils
who enjoy sport to the local gymnasium. Together, the teacher and pupils plan
workout programmes to help pupils achieve their fitness goals. This has motivated
some pupils to visit a leisure club in the evenings and at the weekends.
Teachers help pupils to find out about their ethnic or religious heritage. Pupils find
out about the beliefs, traditions and foods of previous generations. For example,
pupils have visited places of worship and cooked traditional dishes.
Teachers focus on preparing pupils for their next steps. For example, teachers help
pupils to develop resilience and perseverance. This means that pupils try hard with
their work even when they find it tricky. Leaders make sure that teachers have the
experience and expertise to work with the school’s pupils. They have also devised
highly specialist personal, social, health and economic education (PSHE) and
citizenship curriculums. These lessons complement other aspects of the anti-gang
and anti-radicalisation programmes.
The proprietor keeps a close eye on the school’s performance. The lead teacher
provides him with weekly reports. These set out how well the school is doing against
prescribed measures. This helps alert the proprietor to any potential issues.
Moreover, the proprietor has arranged for an experienced school leader to supervise
and support the lead teacher.
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Leaders provided inspectors with comprehensive documentation to demonstrate how
they reassure themselves that the school is well run. The proprietor makes sure that
policies are kept up to date. These policies are suitable given the specialist nature of
the provision. The proprietorial group’s quality assurance team carry out routine
checks on the school. These checks make sure that teachers follow the school’s
policies and procedures. This team also checks on the school’s compliance with
independent school standards. The proprietor makes sure that any issues are dealt
with promptly.
Leaders have made sure that the school complies with Schedule 10 of The Equality
Act 2010. They have set out a comprehensive accessibility plan.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Safeguarding is effective. Leaders carry out all the required checks to make sure
that staff are suitable to work with pupils. All concerns are recorded and reported
appropriately. Staff complete regular safeguarding training. The school’s
safeguarding policy and procedures are tailored to the needs of the pupils. There are
comprehensive risk-management plans for each pupil. The bespoke clinical,
educational and therapeutic care programmes help to reduce the risks to these
pupils. Staff put in place high levels of supervision for pupils until they can be certain
that these risks have reduced. Pupils and parents agree that staff do their utmost to
keep pupils safe.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and proprietor)
 Leaders are in the process of reviewing the curriculum plans for English and
mathematics so as to personalise them fully to meet individual pupils’ needs. As
pupils complete phase one of the school’s programme, they will move to more
formal academic learning in these subjects. Teachers require detailed plans so
that they know what to teach pupils, and when, in phases two and three. Leaders
must prioritise the next stages in curriculum planning for these subjects so that
pupils can succeed.

How can I feed back my views?
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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School details
Unique reference number

146182

DfE registration number

357/6006

Local authority

Tameside

Inspection number

10102292

Type of school

Other independent school

School category

Independent school

Age range of pupils

11 to 18

Gender of pupils

Boys

Proprietor

Care 4 Children Residential Services
Limited

Chair

Mr Kamran Abassi

Headteacher

Mr Sufyan X

Annual fees (day pupils)

£24,000

Telephone number

0161 483 1505

Website

None

Email address

sufyan.x@care4children.co.uk

Date of previous inspection

Not previously inspected

Information about this school
 This is the first standard inspection since the school opened in February 2019.
The school was registered by the Department for Education on 16 January 2019.
 The school uses no alternative provision.
 The school caters for pupils who have been criminally exploited to operate in
gangs and also pupils at risk of being radicalised.

Information about this inspection
We carried out this inspection under section 109(1) and (2) of the Education and
Skills Act 2008. The purpose of the inspection is to advise the Secretary of State for
Education about the school’s suitability for continued registration as an independent
school.
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The school meets the independent school standards. These are the requirements set
out in the schedule to the Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations
2014.
 During the inspection, we held meetings with the lead teacher. We spoke with the
senior lead teacher. We had a telephone call with the managing director of the
proprietorial group.
 We spoke to staff about their workload and well-being.
 There were no responses to Ofsted’s online surveys. We spoke with pupils,
parents and carers and local authority representatives.
 We met with the designated safeguarding lead, scrutinised a wide range of
documentation and spoke with staff, pupils, parents and carers about
safeguarding.
 We observed pupils’ behaviour during lessons and around school. We spoke with
pupils about bullying, behaviour and leaders’ expectations of them.
 As part of this inspection, we considered how leaders plan and organise the
bespoke curriculums for each pupil. We focussed particularly on the English,
mathematics, music and physical education curriculums. We spoke to the lead
teacher and sessional teacher. We visited lessons. We talked to pupils about their
learning and looked at the work in their books as well as other evidence of their
learning.
Inspection team
Pippa Jackson Maitland, lead inspector

Her Majesty’s Inspector

Barbara Dutton

Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects
to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for
learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the
Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in
prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services
for children looked after, safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under
the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team,
The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and
updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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