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Overall effectiveness Good 

The quality of education Good 

Behaviour and attitudes Good 

Personal development Good 

Leadership and management Good 

Early years provision Good 
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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils in this school are happy and confident. They are keen to share their ideas and 
they take pride in the work they complete. Pupils play an active part in the school’s 
future development. For example, they are helping leaders develop the school’s 
‘weekly star award’ scheme. 
 
Pupils feel safe in this school. Leaders have developed a caring environment for 
pupils to learn in. Many start the morning eating a healthy breakfast together in the 
school hall. Here, they sit and meet their friends and get ready for the school day. 
One parent summed up the views of many when they called this ‘a fantastic school’. 
 
Most pupils behave well in school and follow instructions promptly. They understand 
what bullying is. Pupils talk maturely about sorting out any differences they have 
with their peers, often among themselves. They are well supported by adults to 
resolve the rare incidents of bullying that occur. 
 
Leaders expect the very best from all pupils. They are determined to provide the 
best opportunities for all in this school. They have also developed very effective 
strategies that support pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) appropriately. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Leaders have designed an ambitious curriculum. This is working particularly well in 
phonics, reading and writing. As a result, pupils are achieving more highly than in 
recent years. Most subjects are planned effectively to help pupils know and 
understand more, building knowledge over time. For example, in science, pupils in 
Year 2 displayed impressive knowledge about the difference between evergreen and 
deciduous trees. Leaders are now making sure that all subjects are planned 
consistently well so that pupils learn new information in a logical order. 
 
Leaders have adapted the curriculum extremely well for pupils with SEND. Specialist 
teachers from one of the federation schools assist staff to best meet the needs of 
pupils with SEND. As a consequence, this group of pupils is achieving well. 
 
Teachers use their good subject knowledge to provide engaging learning 
opportunities for pupils. For example, in Year 1, pupils enjoyed learning about the 
present and the past by comparing old and modern toys and bicycles. Teachers 
carefully check that pupils understand what they are learning before introducing 
new information.  
 
Leaders have ensured that there are a wide range of opportunities for pupils to learn 
about life in modern Britain. Pupils have an age-appropriate understanding of 
differences and diversity. Pupils learn about the rule of law. For example, they are all 
involved in developing the ‘class promise’ rules that they follow in school. Pupils 
understand clearly the consequences of not following these rules. 
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Most pupils behave well. Leaders support the small minority of pupils who do not 
always follow the school’s behaviour expectations as they should. Consequently, 
pupils’ learning is rarely affected by their peers’ misbehaviour.  
 
Leaders have developed the early years provision effectively. As a result, most 
children get off to a good start to their education in the early years. However, 
sometimes, teachers introduce children to too much information at once. When this 
happens, some children lose focus and do not achieve as well as they could. 
Nevertheless, more children are achieving a good level of development by the end of 
Reception than in recent years.  
 
Children are confident when practising the sounds they need to know in preparation 
for learning to read and write. Phonics teaching is carefully sequenced. As a result, 
most pupils read accurately and fluently by the end of key stage 1. The few pupils 
who do not are very well supported to catch up. More pupils achieve the expected 
standard in the Year 1 phonics screening check than previously. 
 
Leaders have developed the curriculum to support disadvantaged pupils well. For 
example, leaders make thoughtful choices about the books they read to pupils so 
that pupils can improve the range of words they use and remember.  
 
Teachers and suitably trained teaching assistants support pupils who speak English 
as an additional language well. Leaders have plans in place to ensure that this 
support continues for the increasing number of pupils from this group who are 
joining the school. 
 
Governors use their experiences and knowledge of the school well in order to 
support leaders to develop the school further. Governors provide appropriate 
challenge to leaders to maintain the school’s improvements. For instance, they 
ensure that safeguarding is effective. However, they do not check some aspects of 
safeguarding as often as they might.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Leaders have developed a culture where children’s safety is everyone’s responsibility. 
As a result, staff carry out their safeguarding duties well. They know when and how 
to report any concerns they have. They do this diligently. 
 
Leaders promptly respond to and address any concerns raised by staff. They work 
well with other agencies to help vulnerable pupils and their families receive the 
support they need.  
 
Leaders complete the necessary checks before employing staff to work with 
children. 
 
Despite safeguarding being effective, governors are not as well informed about 
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leaders’ actions to keep pupils safe as they could be.  
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 The school’s key stage 1 curriculum is not sufficiently coherently planned and 

sequenced across some foundation subjects. This is also the case for some parts 
of the early years curriculum. Therefore, pupils are not learning consistently well 
across different subjects. Leaders are taking effective steps to plan and sequence 
these subjects better so that pupils learn equally well in all areas of the 
curriculum.  

 Governors’ monitoring of safeguarding systems and knowledge of the culture to 
keep pupils safe could be even better. This means that governors provide less-
rigorous challenge and support to leaders than they could. A more thorough 
approach will enable governors to carry out their duties with added certainty. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings


 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Priory Common School 
11–12 December 2019 5 

 
 

 
School details 
 

Unique reference number 110380 

Local authority Milton Keynes 

Inspection number 10088238 

Type of school Infant 

School category Community 

Age range of pupils 4 to 7 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 131 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Paul Hussey 

Headteacher Diane Elleman 

Website www.priory-common.milton 
keynes.sch.uk 

Date of previous inspection 12 February 2009 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school became part of the Inclusive Learning Federation of schools in 2018. 

This federation is composed of Bradwell Village School, Romans Field School and 
Priory Common School. 

 The executive headteacher joined the school in 2017. She divides her time 
between the three schools and spends time in each school every day. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 8 of the Education Act 2005. We 
deemed the inspection a section 5 inspection under the same Act. 
 
 We met with senior leaders, curriculum leaders, teachers and pupils.  

 I met a representative group of governors.  

 I met with representatives of the local authority. 

 An inspector met with parents and carers at the start of one day of the 
inspection. We considered the school’s parent and pupil survey responses. 
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 I reviewed the school’s website, publicly available information on pupils’ 
performance and other relevant school documentation. 

 An inspector reviewed safeguarding procedures in place at the school, including 
checking the single central record and safeguarding policies. An inspector met 
with the designated safeguarding lead. 

 We observed pupils’ behaviour in classrooms, at lunchtimes and as they moved 
around the school. 

 We did deep dives in these subjects: reading, writing, history and science. 

 

 

Inspection team 

 

Dylan Davies, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Alan Jenner Ofsted Inspector 

    



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Priory Common School 
11–12 December 2019 7 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 

 
© Crown copyright 2020 
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