
Inspection of De Verdun Nursery
De Verdun Childrens Nursery, 14 Arnolds Crescent, Newbold Verdon, LEICESTER 
LE9 9LD

Inspection date: 3 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive and separate from their parents with ease. When children first start 
at the nursery the staff work with parents to find out about their child's interests 
and development. This helps staff to plan effectively to support children's 
emotional well-being. Children's behaviour is good. Staff continually support them 
to understand the importance of taking turns and to share toys with their peers. 
Children show that they feel safe and secure as they talk and interact with visitors. 
Staff have appropriately high expectations of children's behaviour and learning. 
Children are happy, settled and make good friendships with each other. 

Children develop good levels of confidence and independence. Older children 
develop their physical skills as they dress dolls, confidently fastening buttons on 
their 'baby's' clothes. As they play, children are very well supported by staff who 
listen and interact with them. Staff model language well, repeating back words and 
helping children to build sentences. Children develop a can-do attitude and 
persevere at their chosen activities. Babies learn how to select their own toys to 
play with. They are curious and eager to learn, and relish exploring and 
discovering. They enjoy rolling balls back and forth. Staff support them to aim balls 
at targets, and this sparks much laughter and excitement. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n There are many long-serving members of staff at this well-established nursery. 
The management team holds regular staff supervision meetings and closely 
monitors teaching practice. Staff have received mandatory training around 
safeguarding and most hold first-aid qualifications. However, the training and 
development opportunities offered to staff have not extended to supporting 
them to develop their knowledge of early years and their teaching practice.

n Staff know their key children very well. They set challenging, yet achievable, 
next steps in learning. The manager monitors children's progress to ensure that 
any gaps are identified and addressed. Staff use observations of children to 
identify when some may need additional support in order to make good 
progress. Staff work in partnership with parents and other professionals to 
ensure the needs of all children are met. 

n Staff plan activities to give children the opportunity to take part in experiences 
beyond those that they have at home. Babies have fun getting messy. They 
enjoy adding water to cornflour and investigate the change in textures. Babies 
explore with their senses as they play with foam, sand, water and paint. Older 
children grow and harvest a range of fruit, vegetables and herbs in the nursery 
playground. 

n Parents comment positively about the nursery, particularly on the friendliness of 
staff and the welcome that their children receive. They explain how they are 
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kept up to date about their children's day and what they are learning through a 
range of strategies, including daily diaries and online systems. This supports 
parents to exchange information about their children's learning and development 
at home and at the nursery.

n Children enjoy dressing up and taking on roles in their play. They develop 
narratives together and become engrossed in their make-believe world. There 
are ample opportunities for children to make marks and practise forming letters. 
Children write shopping lists and draw up food menus while playing in the home 
corner. 

n Staff reads stories with enthusiasm, which sparks children's interest. Children 
remain focused and engaged. They develop a love of books and learn how to 
handle these carefully. Older children count the different objects that they see in 
the pictures, confidently counting past 10. 

n Generally, children's good health is promoted well. Children have opportunities 
to play outdoors in the fresh air. They eat nutritious meals and snacks, and good 
attention is paid to meeting their dietary requirements. Children develop good 
hygiene routines and know when to wash their hands, for example before 
eating. However, staff fail to engage children in conversation about what they 
are eating and the positive impact that making healthy food choices has on their 
bodies.  

n Staff implement a curriculum that supports children to learn about the world in 
imaginative ways. Children enjoy exploring a range of different cultures and 
festivals. They taste food from around the world. Children's achievements are 
celebrated as staff attractively display their artwork and pictures. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good understanding of what to do in the event that they have 
concerns for a child's welfare. They demonstrate their understanding of the 
possible indicators that a child might be suffering abuse or neglect. Staff know the 
procedures to follow if they have concerns about another member of staff. The 
manager follows robust recruitment and vetting procedures to ensure that all staff 
are suitable to work with children. Daily risk assessment checks are undertaken by 
staff to help to ensure the nursery remains a safe place in which children can play 
and learn.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n build on the programme of continuous professional development, so that staff 
receive access training that has a consistent focus on improving their knowledge 
in order to enhance the quality of teaching
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n promote children's understanding of the importance of eating a healthy and 
well-balanced diet. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY424462

Local authority Leicestershire 

Inspection number 10074729

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 48

Number of children on roll 50

Name of registered person Ridgway, Tracey Helen

Registered person unique 
reference number RP515899

Telephone number 01455828853

Date of previous inspection 12 February 2016

Information about this early years setting

De Verdun Nursery registered in 2011 and is located in Newbold Verdon, Leicester. 
The nursery employs 11 members of childcare staff, eight of whom hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3. The nursery opens from Monday to 
Friday all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two- and three-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Teresa Lester
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Inspection activities

n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk. The manager 
explained how the early years provision is organised and the intent of the 
curriculum offered to children. 

n A joint observation was completed by the inspector and the manager. They 
discussed interactions between staff and children during activities and assessed 
the impact this has on children's learning.

n A meeting was held between the inspector and the manager. They held 
discussions about safeguarding, staff's support and the monitoring of the 
curriculum. 

n The inspector viewed relevant documentation, including the safeguarding policy 
and staff qualifications.

n The inspector spoke with children and parents during the inspection. She took 
account of their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020

Inspection report: De Verdun Nursery
3 January 2020 7

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

