School emergency inspection report

Talmud Torah Machzikei Hadass School
1 Belz Terrace, Clapton Common, London E5 9SN

Inspection dates

5 December 2019

Overall outcome

The school meets all of the independent
school standards that were checked
during this inspection

Main inspection findings
Part 3. Welfare, health and safety of pupils

Paragraphs 7, 7(a), 7(b), 16, 16(a) and 16(b)
 The last inspection judged that the arrangements to safeguard and promote the
welfare of pupils at the school were effective. Leaders responded promptly and
appropriately to concerns. The arrangements met the requirements of the
independent school standards.
 This inspection finds that the arrangements for safeguarding and welfare remain
effective. The updated policy takes account of the most recent guidance. It is
comprehensive and covers all aspects of safeguarding, including extremism and
radicalisation, child sexual exploitation, female genital mutilation and children missing
in education. The proprietor and leaders understand their responsibilities. The
safeguarding policy is available to parents on request.
 The school maintains detailed risk assessment details, such as visits, using the
common opposite the school and risks to pupils in the playground. Leaders take
appropriate action to reduce identified risks.
 Staff have received copies of the latest version of Keeping Children Safe in Education
2019, and refresher training is planned for the coming weeks. Leaders continue to
check how well staff understand the most recent statutory safeguarding guidance by
setting a quiz. Leaders take appropriate action to deal with safeguarding issues. The
good links with the local authority ensure that these issues are resolved swiftly.
 Leaders have ensured that the independent school standards checked at this
inspection (listed above) are met.

Paragraphs 9, (9(a) and 9(b)
 The previous inspection found that leaders kept detailed records of poor behaviour
and the actions taken to prevent incidents from reoccurring.
 This inspection finds that this remains the case. The written behaviour policy is
appropriate and sets out the consequences if pupils misbehave. It makes clear that
the school does not use or condone corporal punishment. Pupils know about the
rewards and sanctions and how these are used. They were clear that this does not
include corporal punishment. Pupils say they feel safe in school because they know

their teachers care for them.
 Leaders have ensured that the independent school standards checked (listed above)
are met.

Paragraphs 11 and 14
 The school’s written health and safety policy reflects the relevant legislation
appropriately. The site manager carries out regular health and safety checks
throughout the building and takes swift action to rectify any concerns.
 An appropriately qualified contractor has recently carried out a full fire risk
assessment. This confirms that the premises comply with the law on fire safety. There
are regular checks of the emergency lighting, and of fire evacuation signs and
equipment. Records show that fire drills are carried out regularly.
 Leaders have ensured that the independent school standards checked at this
inspection (listed above) are met.
Part 4. Suitability of staff, supply staff, and proprietors

All paragraphs
 The previous inspection judged that leaders carried out rigorous checks on the
suitability of staff. The school continues to meet the requirements. Leaders maintain a
detailed record of the vetting checks they make on staff. The record reflects the most
recent guidance and adds further information, such as safeguarding training.
 Leaders have ensured that the independent school standards in this part are met.
Part 5. Premises of and accommodation at schools

All paragraphs
 The previous inspection found that the premises were safe and secure. Procedures for
maintaining the premises, assessing risks and checking equipment were conducted
effectively.
 This inspection finds that leaders continue to ensure that the accommodation is clean,
safe and fit for purpose. Lighting, heating, ventilation and acoustics are suitable.
There are sufficient toilets on each floor. Drinking water is in a separate area and
marked as such.
 Outdoor space is suitable for physical education and play. The proprietor has ensured
that there is a range of equipment for pupils to use. Changing and shower facilities
are available for pupils aged 11 years or over. The dedicated first aid room includes
washing facilities and a toilet.
 Leaders have ensured that the independent school standards in this part are met.
Part 8. Quality of leadership in and management of schools

Paragraphs 34(1), 34(1)(a), 34(1)(b) and 34(1)(c)
 Leaders have ensured that the standards checked during this inspection continue to
be met. There is an appropriately detailed safeguarding policy that is available to
parents on request. The proprietor and leaders understand their safeguarding
responsibilities and carry out suitable vetting checks on staff.
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 The building is new and of a good quality. The accommodation has suitable space to
accommodate the increase in the number of pupils from 520 to 650. This includes
sufficient washing and toilet facilities.
 Leaders have ensured that the independent school standards checked during this
inspection continue to be met.
Schedule 10 of the Equality Act 2010
 The school has drawn up a clear accessibility plan that meets requirements.
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Compliance with regulatory requirements
The school meets the requirements of the schedule to the Education (Independent
School Standards) Regulations 2014 (‘the independent school standards’) and associated
requirements that were checked during this inspection. Not all of the standards and
associated requirements were checked during this inspection.
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School details
Unique reference number

100294

DfE registration number

204/6331

Inspection number

10130681

This inspection was carried out under section 109(1) and (2) of the Education and Skills
Act 2008, the purpose of which is to advise the Secretary of State for Education about
the school’s suitability for continued registration as an independent school.
Type of school

Other independent school

School status

Independent school

Age range of pupils

3 to 16

Gender of pupils

Boys

Gender of pupils in the sixth form

Boys

Number of pupils on the school roll

612

Number of part-time pupils

0

Proprietor

Moreshet Hatorah Ltd

Chair

Rabbi Baumgarten and Rabbi Klein

Headteacher

Rabbi C Silbiger

Annual fees (day pupils)

Not applicable

Telephone number

020 8800 6599

Email address

klein@belzlondon.com

Date of previous standard inspection

6–8 February 2018

Information about this school
 Talmud Torah Machzikei Hadass School is an independent Charedi (strictly orthodox)
Jewish boys’ school, founded in 1973 and situated in Hackney, North London.
 There are very few pupils who have a statement of special educational needs or an
education, health and care plan.
 The school does not have a website, but all the required policies are available to
parents on request.
 The school does not currently comply with its registration agreement.
 The school’s last full standard inspection took place in February 2018, where its overall
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effectiveness was judged as inadequate.
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Information about this inspection
 This emergency inspection was carried out at the request of the registration authority
for independent schools. It was commissioned as a result of a complaint relating to
the alleged use of corporal punishment.
 The inspection was conducted with no notice.
 The inspector spoke with leaders, including the headteacher, compliance officer and
site manager, to discuss how they ensured that they met the independent school
standards.
 The inspector also spoke to a group of pupils in Years 4 to 7 and to some pupils
informally at lunchtime.
 The inspector also considered the written policies, including documents related to
safeguarding, the library and the plans for assemblies and tutorials. He also toured
the building.
Inspection team
Brian Oppenheim, lead inspector

Her Majesty’s Inspector
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the
guidance ‘Raising concerns and making a complaint about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s
website: www.gov.uk/government/publications/complaints-about-ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send
you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
Parent View
You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted will use the
information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to inspect and when and as part of
the inspection.
You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about schools in England.
You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link on the main Ofsted website:
www.gov.uk/ofsted.

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/opengovernment-licence, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU,
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates:
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2020
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