
Inspection of Little Rascals Day 
Nursery
LITTLE RASCALS DAY NURSERY, 80 Welby Lane, Melton Mowbray LE13 0TD

Inspection date: 3 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children demonstrate that they are happy and feel safe and secure. They are keen 
to explore the interesting range of resources offered. Children have unique 
opportunities to explore different objects. For example, they play with pots and 
pans, tin bowls, kitchen utensils, wooden blocks, fir cones and mirrored objects. 
Babies show excitement when they listen to the sound made when they bang a 
metal spoon on a metal bowl. They enjoy posting objects into containers and 
emptying them out again. Children have a positive attitude to learning.

Staff have high expectations of children's learning. They have a good knowledge of 
children's abilities and how to support them. For example, staff ask older children 
to count the number of children who sit on each table at lunchtime. Children 
compare the number of groups of children and add them together, counting to 
nine. This challenges children's thinking skills and contributes to their knowledge of 
numbers and quantity. 

Children develop close relationships with staff. For example, babies give staff 
cuddles and look to them for support when needed. Staff are sensitive to their 
individual needs. Children demonstrate positive relationships with their friends and 
siblings. For example, older children pour drinks for younger children during 
mealtimes. Older children occasionally join their younger siblings at mealtimes. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff use the curriculum to enhance experiences for children and to help develop 
their understanding of the local community. For example, they take children to 
visit the park, woodland and church. Children say that they see trees at the 
church. 

n Staff find out about children's prior learning when they first start. They use this, 
along with their own observations, to identify what children need to learn next. 
Children make good progress from their starting points in learning. 

n Staff encourage children to be independent. For example, older children wash 
their hands after painting and before mealtimes. Staff encourage younger 
children to take off their shoes. 

n Staff support children's mathematical development well. For example, when 
children roll toy cars along guttering, they count the number of cars they use. 
This helps younger children to develop their understanding of numbers and 
counting. When children climb on larger equipment, staff use language such as 
'up the steps' and 'down the slide'. This contributes to children's knowledge of 
language used to describe position. 

n The managers evaluate the effectiveness of the nursery. They gather feedback 
from parents and children to help identify changes to enhance the experiences 
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children receive. Recent improvements to the environment in the baby room 
offer babies more space to explore and investigate. Parents comment positively 
about the nursery. They say that it is 'welcoming' and children have 'lots of 
natural resources to play with'. 

n Staff provide opportunities for children to develop their literacy skills. When 
children use brushes, paint and paper outside, they confidently talk about the 
marks they make and tell staff that they are drawing a 'tiger'. Staff encourage 
older children to recognise sounds that represent letters of the alphabet.  

n Staff encourage children to complete tasks on their own. For example, to tidy 
away resources and to serve themselves food and drinks at mealtimes. This 
helps them to gain a sense of responsibility. 

n Staff promote children's emotional well-being effectively. For example, when 
they move rooms in the nursery, staff share information with other staff who will 
care for them. Staff take children for visits to the next room to help them 
become familiar with the environment and different staff. Children settle quickly 
and demonstrate close relationships with staff. They talk to staff confidently 
about their needs and wishes. 

n Staff ask older children a good range of questions to help challenge their 
thinking skills. For example, when a zip breaks on staff's clothing, they ask 
children how they could fix it. Older children quickly think of solutions, such as 
using tape. However, occasionally, staff do not use their interactions with 
younger children to extend their vocabulary and understanding of new words. 

n Children demonstrate pride in their achievements and value the praise they 
receive from staff. For example, they are keen to show staff that they have 
made a sandcastle. Children behave well and show high levels of self-esteem. 

n Staff share information with parents about children's care routines and 
achievements in the nursery. However, they do not always give parents of 
younger children ideas to help them support learning at home, particularly to 
develop a love of stories and reading. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The managers regularly check that staff's knowledge of child protection is up to 
date. For example, they ask staff questions about possible signs of abuse. The 
managers and staff understand their responsibility to promote children's welfare. 
They know to work with other agencies to promote children's safety. The managers 
use robust recruitment procedures to make sure that staff are suitable in their 
roles. Furthermore, they check staff's ongoing suitability to work with children. 
Staff carry out checks on the environment. This helps to provide a safe 
environment for children to play. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n make the most of interactions with younger children to consistently extend their 
vocabulary and understanding of new words

n strengthen opportunities for parents of younger children to support their child's 
learning at home, particularly to develop a love of stories and reading. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY477707

Local authority Leicestershire 

Inspection number 10075975

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 41

Number of children on roll 56

Name of registered person Little Nurseries LTD

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907125

Telephone number 01664 850577

Date of previous inspection 3 June 2016

Information about this early years setting

Little Rascals Day Nursery registered in 2014 and is situated in Melton Mowbray. 
The nursery employs 17 members of childcare staff. Of these, seven hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3, two hold level 5, one holds level 6 
and one holds early years teacher status. The nursery opens from Monday to 
Friday all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Hayley Ruane
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Inspection activities

n The inspector had a tour of all areas of the nursery with the provider. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.
n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection.  
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with one of the nursery managers.
n A meeting was held between the inspector, the nursery managers and the 

administrator. The inspector reviewed a sample of documents. This included 
evidence of staff suitability and training. 

n The inspector took account of the views of several parents during the inspection 
and read their comments. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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