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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils enjoy attending school. Their good behaviour and willingness to work hard 
contribute to the positive learning atmosphere in the school. Pupils know and live up 
to the school’s values. They are respectful of each other. Pupils play well together. 
They said that there has been some bullying and name-calling; however, staff help 
them to resolve problems so that these are not repeated. Pupils know whom to speak 
to if they are concerned. Relationships between the staff and pupils are strong. 
 
Leaders have high expectations for all pupils. Pupils support one another in lessons. 
Older pupils help younger pupils to be happy in school through supporting them as 
playtime leaders, and through sports coaching and recording bedtime stories for them 
to listen to at home.  
 
Pupils feel safe in school. They are aware of some of the dangers associated with the 
use of the internet and social media. They know not to talk to strangers or share 
personal information. Many pupils participate in the extensive range of after-school 
clubs and activities, such as those for choir and basketball and the school council. 
They have opportunities to compete in a wide range of sports against other schools. 
Trips to Bradford, the Lake District and London enrich the curriculum. Parents and 
carers are very supportive of the school. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Leaders have planned a rich curriculum to ensure that pupils gain the knowledge and 
skills that they need to be successful. However, leaders do not always review what 
pupils have learned in previous years. As a result, pupils sometimes struggle to 
remember past learning. For example, they knew who the key people were in Ancient 
Egypt, but were not sure of the impact they had on that civilisation.  
 
Pupils take pride in their work and presentation. By the end of Year 6, most pupils 
achieve well in a range of subjects, including English and mathematics. They are 
ready for their next stage of learning. This includes disadvantaged pupils and pupils 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). 
 
Leaders have ensured that subject leaders receive the support that they need to lead 
their areas of responsibilities well. For example, leaders receive high-quality training 
from the local mathematics hub, and they have made strong links with the local 
college in relation to physical education (PE).  
 
Pupils enjoy reading. Teachers choose books that capture pupils’ interest and 
challenge their thinking. Leaders provide a wide range of good-quality texts, which 
helps to foster a love of reading across the school. Each classroom has a dedicated 
reading area and pupils take part in a popular reading challenge. Phonics is taught 
effectively because staff have been well trained, and they follow the planned phonics 
curriculum carefully. Pupils’ attainment in reading is increasing over time. It is 
significantly above the national average. Staff support those pupils who fall behind in 
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their reading so that they catch up.  
 
The early years curriculum is carefully planned to make sure that children learn well 
across all areas of learning. Most children are prepared for Year 1. Teachers plan 
learning that meets children’s needs and interests. For example, the current interest in 
Christmas is supported with lots of interesting books to read. Children are confident 
and happy in early years. Teachers use phonics in a logical way to build vocabulary 
well. Children enjoy singing songs, learning rhymes and listening to stories. The newly 
established Nursery provision has strengthened transition to the Reception class. This 
helps teachers to further build on what children already know.  
 
Leaders support pupils’ personal development exceptionally well. Pupils have a very 
secure understanding of life in modern Britain. They make a valuable contribution to 
society. They have set up a community coffee shop for local residents. They sing at 
different events to raise money for charity. The high-profile choir performs across the 
north west of England. Pupils know about and understand the concept of democracy. 
They know about different beliefs and values and respect others, regardless of 
differences. Older pupils coach their younger school friends in sports and support their 
well-being by acting as mental health monitors. Pupils regularly engage in fund-raising 
and charity events.  
 
Leaders take effective steps to reduce teachers’ workload. Staff commented positively 
about the support that they receive from leaders. For example, leaders have reviewed 
how much planning teachers need to do. They have implemented better, more 
efficient systems. Staff feel supported, valued and fully involved in the decisions that 
leaders make.  
 
Governors know the school well. They have a strong understanding of the structure of 
the curriculum. They hold leaders to account for pupils’ achievement in English and 
mathematics. Their understanding of pupils’ learning in other subjects is not as 
strong.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
There is a strong culture of safeguarding in the school. Staff understand their roles 
and they know how to record their concerns about pupils’ safety and well-being. 
School leaders work with a wide range of partner agencies. This ensures that families 
receive appropriate support.  
 
Leaders ensure that staff are well trained to provide effective support to pupils. Staff 
identify the needs of vulnerable pupils and they are proactive in their statutory duties.  
 
 

 
 
What does the school need to do to improve? 
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(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 

 
 Pupils recall learning from current topics very well. Pupils recall well their previous 

learning in mathematics. However, they do not securely recall learning from 
previous year groups in some other subject areas, such as history. Teachers do 
not provide pupils with sufficient opportunities to recall learning across the wider 
curriculum. Leaders should ensure that pupils have opportunities to remember 
more of what they have learned in previous years so that they can apply this 
knowledge to new learning. 

 Governors hold senior leaders to account well for pupils’ achievement in English 
and mathematics. Governors must use the information provided to them by senior 
leaders to better challenge leaders in relation to the achievement of pupils across 
the wider curriculum.  

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 112213 

Local authority Cumbria 

Inspection number 10121974 

Type of school Primary 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 2 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 193 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Jonathan Washington 

Headteacher Peter Mills 

Website www.daneghyll.cumbria.sch.uk/ 

Date of previous inspection 17–18 October 2017 

 

Information about this school 
 
 From September 2019, the governing body took over the local nursery and re-

sited it on the school grounds. The nursery includes provision for two-year-old 
children.  

 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
 We met with the headteacher, deputy headteacher, special educational needs 

coordinator, senior leaders and the vice-chair of governors. We also met with a 
representative of the local authority. 

 We spoke to parents before school. We considered 45 responses to Parent View, 
Ofsted’s online questionnaire, the 32 free-text responses and one letter submitted 
to inspectors during the inspection. We also considered the 18 responses to the 
staff survey and spoke to staff about their workload and well-being. 

 We examined the single central safeguarding record and related documentation. 
We talked to staff about their understanding of safeguarding. 

 We listened to pupils read from each key stage and spoke to pupils throughout 

http://www.daneghyll.cumbria.sch.uk/


 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Dane Ghyll Community Primary School and Nursery 
3–4 December 2019 6 

 
 

the inspection. We observed pupils’ behaviour in lessons and around school. 

 When evaluating the school’s approach to the curriculum, we looked closely at the 
school’s approach to teaching phonics and early reading, mathematics, history 
and PE. We met with subject leaders, visited lessons, met with teaching staff and 
pupils, and looked at pupils’ work. Other subjects were also considered as part of 
this inspection. We also visited the Nursery provision. 

 

Inspection team 

 

Keith Wright, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

John Donald Her Majesty’s Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 

 
© Crown copyright 2019 
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