Inspection of Polly's Day Nursery
Brownshill Road, Brownshill, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL6 8AS

Inspection date:

5 December 2019

Overall effectiveness

Outstanding

The quality of education

Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes

Outstanding

Personal development

Outstanding

Leadership and management

Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Outstanding

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding
Children thrive and thoroughly enjoy their time at this nurturing nursery. Staff offer
an inspiring range of activities that capture children's interests and help them
develop a positive attitude to learning. Children are confident and keen to succeed.
For example, they take great delight in trying to attach pens to toy cars and driving
them over the paper to see what happens. Staff guide them with excellent
questions to help them think and problem solve as they work out the best way to
attach the pens to the car. Children show great excitement when a remote control
car makes marks on the paper unaided.
Young children listen attentively to stories and take an active part in retelling them
using props. Staff develop older children's imagination and storytelling experiences
by providing interesting resources. For example, children act out the story of the
'Three Billy Goats Gruff' using a bridge with green water, grass and models of the
characters from the story. Children have extremely warm bonds with the staff and
demonstrate that they feel exceptionally safe and secure. Staff have high
expectations for the children and support them very well for their next steps in
learning and their eventual move to school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n The highly motivated and dedicated staff work exceptionally well together to
sustain the excellent quality of the provision. The manager and owners are
inspirational and they support the staff extremely well. There is a strong team
ethos throughout the nursery. Staff talk about how well they are supported
professionally and personally. Staff obviously enjoy being with the children and
working in the happy, caring and nurturing environment.
n Staff know the children in the nursery exceptionally well and treat them as
unique individuals. During thorough settling-in processes, staff find out as much
as possible about each child's needs and what they can already do before they
start in the nursery. Staff have an excellent knowledge of the curriculum and an
exceptionally good understanding about how they can help children progress
effectively. Staff make highly effective use of this knowledge and use precise
and accurate planning to support individual children's needs and interests
exceptionally well.
n Children develop exceptional communication and language skills as they play
and interact with each other and the staff. The staff model language extremely
well and encourage children to take an active part in activities. Children
thoroughly enjoy activities such as story mapping. For example, they sit engaged
and enthralled as a member of staff helps children retell a story about the 'Three
Billy Goats Gruff'. She draws the story on a flip chart, as children recall what
comes next and talk about the sizes of animals, the bridge, the colour of the
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grass, and how the animals are feeling.
n Staff are excellent role models and teach children fundamental life skills.
Children are exceptionally well behaved and are polite and considerate towards
others. Staff's enthusiastic approach and excellent teaching practice result in all
children showing high levels of engagement and motivation to learn.
n Children are supported exceptionally well in their well-being. Staff focus strongly
on supporting children's emotional development throughout the nursery. They
are very caring towards all children. Key persons will stay with their key child for
initial sessions during their move into the next room and share information
about the child with the new key person. They visit other settings children
attend to provide exemplary consistency of care.
n Children enjoy the outdoor area, which is stimulating and exciting for them to
explore. The area is organised well so all ages of children can move around
freely. Children flourish as they enjoy developing their imagination in the
outdoor kitchen, planting areas and playhouse. Children also have excellent
opportunities to explore different textures using the many natural resources
available indoors.
n Partnerships with parents, carers, other professionals and providers are highly
effective. Staff value all parents contributions, and include them highly
effectively in their child's care and learning. Staff work extremely closely with a
range of professionals and early years settings to support children's learning.
Parents are highly complimentary about the care provided and the progress their
children make in the nursery.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Managers and staff implement rigorous policies and procedures which are clearly
displayed so staff know who to contact if they have any concerns. All staff have an
excellent knowledge of safeguarding procedures. They are highly proactive in
protecting children from harm and know exactly what to do if they have any
concerns about a child's welfare. The owner and manager ensure that staff keep
up to date with regular training. They continually discuss child protection as a team
to ensure all staff are clear about procedures and the wider aspects of
safeguarding. Robust recruitment, induction, supervision and monitoring of staff
ensure their ongoing suitability to work with children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

101536

Local authority

Gloucestershire

Inspection number

10119150

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children

1 to 4

Total number of places

40

Number of children on roll

88

Name of registered person

Mr D Mead & Mrs A Mead Partnership

Registered person unique
reference number

RP902356

Telephone number

01453-731101

Date of previous inspection

10 August 2015

Information about this early years setting
Polly's Day Nursery registered in 1990 and is based in Brownshill, Gloucestershire.
It is open weekdays from 8am to 6pm, all year round. There is a team of 14 staff,
including the owner. Of these, 11 are qualified to level 3 and two are qualified to
level 2. The nursery receives funding for the provision of free early education for
children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Hilary Tierney
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Inspection activities
n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk of the nursery to
understand how the early years provision and curriculum are organised.
n A joint observation of a planned activity was carried out with the manager.
n The inspector observed children and their interactions with staff throughout the
inspection.
n The inspector held discussions with the staff, children and owner at appropriate
times during the inspection.
n The inspector looked at a sample of documentation. This included evidence of
staff suitability, induction, supervision and training programmes.
n The inspector tracked the progress of three children and considered the
information held relating to their learning and development.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2019

Inspection report: Polly's Day Nursery
5 December 2019

6

