
Inspection of Noah's Ark Nursery
Noah's Ark Children's Centre Nursery York Road, York Road, Tewkesbury, 
Gloucestershire GL20 5HU

Inspection date: 12 December 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff have high expectations for the children in their care. Children feel safe and 
settle quickly into their play as they arrive at the nursery. They behave 
exceptionally well and make friends quickly. Children learn to share and show great 
kindness to each other. For example, children offer help to their younger friends 
during activities with little or no prompting from staff. Staff provide good support 
for children and offer them an abundance of praise and encouragement as they 
achieve something for the first time, which helps to promote children's self-esteem 
and confidence. Staff use additional funding constructively and measure its impact 
on those children who require it effectively.

Children join in activities with excitement, for example when they move from 
making pasta necklaces to sticking pasta onto paper to make pictures of 
gingerbread houses. Staff follow children's interests well, later reading the story of 
the 'gingerbread man' after their earlier play and discussions. Children show high 
levels of self-control and confidence as they sit and listen, enthralled in the story. 
They know to wait patiently for their friends to finish what they are saying before 
they speak, demonstrating excellent social skills from a young age. Staff introduce 
new words as they talk to children about what they are doing. For example, when 
children say they have drawn a snake, staff ask if it is 'curly' and 'wiggly'. This 
helps to expand children's vocabulary.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The key-person system is strong. Staff take time to complete home visits to 
gather information about children's routines. This helps staff to support children 
as they settle into the nursery. Staff request information from parents about 
what their child knows and can do before they start at nursery. However, staff 
do not remind parents to return this information promptly to enable them to put 
the details onto their new online system and support the future planning of 
activities. 

n Staff have a good understanding of how children learn. They plan an interesting 
range of activities and follow children's interests well. For instance, when 
children talk about gingerbread houses when they make pasta necklaces, staff 
suggest they make pictures of them with pasta. This helps to support children's 
interests and imaginations.

n Children enjoy experimenting in the world around them. They take great delight 
in playing in the rain and filling up containers from the outside tap. They throw 
the water over powder paint on the floor to see what happens when water is 
added. Staff encourage them to use their feet to help mix the paint and the 
children watch in fascination as the colours change. 

n Children demonstrate exceptional self-confidence, for example when they 
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persevere with activities until they achieve their desired outcome. They show 
high levels of concentration as they complete tasks. Staff's enthusiastic approach 
helps children to become highly engaged in what they are doing and motivated 
to learn. Children listen to others extremely well and share their ideas, for 
example when working out how they can carry a heavy container of water.

n Staff work closely with other professionals and early years settings that children 
attend. Staff provide good support for children and their families. They 
encourage parents to share ongoing information about what their child has done 
and help them support their child's learning further at home.

n Staff support children's growing independence well, for example encouraging 
them to select resources for themselves and make choices about what they 
would like to do next. Older children take responsibility in their own care needs, 
for example using the toilet and handwashing before snacks with gentle 
reminders from staff. However, on occasions, staff do not have a consistent 
approach in supporting children's independence and personal hygiene practices, 
such as wiping their own nose and washing their hands. 

n The manager and staff work well as a team. The manager has a good overview 
of the children, teaching practices of the staff and the planned improvements to 
the nursery in the future. Regular supervision meetings are completed for staff 
and their training needs are identified. Staff speak about how useful recent 
training on total communication has been and the positive impact it has had on 
helping young children to communicate better. Children make good progress in 
their learning and are prepared well for their eventual move to school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and the provider carry out and review staff's suitability checks 
regularly. New members of staff have a detailed induction at the beginning of their 
employment to help them become familiar with the procedures. This helps to keep 
children safe. All staff are very clear about the signs that may alert them to any 
child protection matters and the process to follow should they have any concerns 
about a child's welfare. Staff monitor children's attendance carefully to help 
safeguard children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n use a consistent approach to help build on children's independence and personal 
hygiene skills even further

n explore ways to gain more information about what children already know and 
can do before they start, to enable planned activities to meet children's needs 
more effectively from the start.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY547475

Local authority Gloucestershire 

Inspection number 10130020

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 10

Name of registered person Gardners Lane And Oakwood Federation Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP533459

Telephone number 01684276361

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Noah's Ark Nursery opened in 2013 and registered under new ownership in 2017. 
It is one of five settings owned by the same provider and operates from a room in 
the children's centre in Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire. The nursery opens Monday to 
Friday from 8.40am to 3.30pm, during term time only. Sessions are available from 
8.40am to 11.40am and 12.30am to 3.30pm. The nursery receives funding to 
provide free early education for children aged two, three and four years. A team of 
four staff, including the manager, work directly with children. Of these, three hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and one has achieved level 2.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Hilary Tierney
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Inspection activities

n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk of the nursery to 
understand how the early years provision and curriculum are organised.

n The opportunity of a joint observation was offered.  
n The inspector observed children and their interactions with staff throughout the 

inspection.
n The inspector held discussions with the manger, staff and children at appropriate 

times during the inspection. The inspector took into account the views of parents 
from information gathered by the provider.

n The inspector looked at a sample of documentation. This included evidence of 
staff suitability and training, and the nursery's policies and procedures.

n The inspector tracked the progress of two children and considered information 
relating to their learning and development.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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