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Overall effectiveness Outstanding 

The quality of education Outstanding 

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding 

Personal development Outstanding 

Leadership and management Outstanding 

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection 

Good 
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What is it like to attend this school?  
 
Goodway Nursery School is a great place for children to start their education. Not a 
moment of learning time is wasted. Children explore, play, problem-solve and think 
for themselves every day. They concentrate deeply because they enjoy their 
learning. The classrooms and outside areas are extremely well planned to meet the 
needs of young children. 
 
All adults believe in every child and want them all to succeed. They do not put a 
limit on what any child can do. Children quickly develop independence and 
confidence. They trust the adults to help them when they need it but more often 
than not prefer to find out for themselves. 
 
Behaviour is excellent because of the deeply embedded culture of respect for 
everyone and everything. This underpins all that the school does. Adults help 
children understand how to respect each other and the world around them. 
 
Children are very happy and settled. They talk about their friends and like sharing 
things with them. They learn to say ‘Stop, you are not respecting me’ if someone 
does something they do not like. Adults are quick to support children to deal with 
any unkindness that happens. 
 

 
What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Leaders have developed a highly ambitious curriculum that gets straight to the heart 
of what young children need. This curriculum and the way it is taught ensure that 
learning is exciting and interesting. The nursery is a hive of activity from the 
moment children come in through the door each day. Sequences of learning are 
carefully built on what children can do already. They enjoy repeating things over and 
over again as well as trying new things. This ensures that children make very strong 
progress from their different starting points. They develop new skills and deepen 
their understanding of the world around them. 
 
High expectations ensure that children are very well prepared for Reception by the 
time they leave Goodway. All adults know what they want children to learn and be 
able to do. They watch children learning and playing together. They know exactly 
when and how to support and challenge children. Routines, policies and systems are 
simple, thorough and highly effective. These all focus on children and help to ensure 
that children succeed. 
 
Adults help children to manage their own feelings and behaviour really well. They 
talk to children about being happy, angry, sad or worried. They use stories and 
puppets to help children understand how to develop positive relationships. Adults 
teach children the words to use so that they can express themselves clearly. 
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Leaders ensure that developing a love of stories and a knowledge of key books is 
given a high priority. As well as introducing children to letters and the sounds they 
make, adults read stories to children every day. Children love to talk about ‘Going on 
a Bear Hunt’ or what the ‘Owl Babies’ are doing. They act out the stories with their 
friends, using phrases from the books.  
 
The ‘buzz’ of learning is evident in every part of the nursery. This highly inclusive 
setting makes sure that all children make progress no matter how small the steps. 
Staff take quick action to identify children who may need additional help with speech 
and language. Excellent support is provided for children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities. The special educational needs coordinator works with staff 
to ensure that no child slips through the net. 
 
Children benefit from an extensive range of experiences, such as yoga, forest school 
and visits to the theatre and the town hall. They relish the chance to be the ‘eco-
warrior’, leader or helper for the day. They help other children to recycle their yogurt 
pots after lunch or sweep the floor after an activity. Leaders plan extra experiences 
carefully. They want children to be ready to take their place in the world.  
 
Parents are incredibly positive about the school. They describe it as an amazing 
place. They are confident that their children have a voice, are valued and given very 
meaningful opportunities to develop as individuals. Understated excellence is what 
this school is built on.  
 

Safeguarding  
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
The culture of caring for every child is deeply embedded. Leaders make sure that 
everyone is well trained in keeping children safe. All staff are extremely vigilant. 
They listen to what children have to say and what they do. Adults take action if they 
are concerned about a child. Extra support is provided quickly to any child or family 
that needs help. The learning environment is very well set up so that children can 
learn how to manage risks safely. Children are encouraged to think carefully about 
how to stay safe, for example when carrying scissors or riding a tricycle.  
 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings


 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Goodway Nursery School 
17–18 December 2019 5 

 
 

 
School details 
 

Unique reference number 103128 

Local authority Birmingham 

Inspection number 10088512 

Type of school Nursery 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 2 to 4 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 95 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Nicola Shergold-Clevett 

Headteacher Elizabeth O’Neill 

Website www.goodwayn.bham.sch.uk 

Date of previous inspection 11–12 September 2014 

 

Information about this school 
 
 Since the last inspection, the school has moved into a purpose-built nursery 

school building. 

 The school offers before- and after-school care. 

 The school achieved the UNICEF Rights Respecting School Gold Award in July 
2019. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
 The inspectors observed learning across the three classrooms. The inspectors 

talked to children about what they were doing. They looked at learning journals 
to see how the curriculum was applied. Inspectors focused on personal, social 
and emotional development, communication and language, physical development 
and mathematics. 

 Inspectors met with the headteacher. They also met with subject leaders for 
personal, social and emotional development, communication and language, 
physical development and mathematics. 

file://FP1HQ/userdata$/rpatience/Desktop/Jan%208/Goodway%20NS/103128%20Goodway%20NS%2010088512%20Draft%20V4.1%20track%20changes/www.goodwayn.bham.sch.uk
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 An inspector met with the SENCo to discuss provision for pupils with SEND. The 
lead inspector held discussions with three governors. She also held a discussion 
with the school’s peer review partner. 

 The lead inspectors met with a group of staff to discuss how they are supported 
to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding.  

 A range of documentation was scrutinised, including school policies, curriculum 
documents, safeguarding information that include the checks that leaders make 
on staff prior to employment, and minutes of governors’ meetings. The school’s 
website was also scrutinised. 

 Inspectors spoke to parents at the start of each day of the inspection. The lead 
inspector considered the 16 responses to Parent View and the 14 free-text 
responses.  

 The lead inspector considered the responses received to the staff questionnaire. 

 

 

Inspection team 

 

Nicola Harwood, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Collette Higgins Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 

 
© Crown copyright 2020 
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