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Inspection of good school: Diamond Hall
Infant Academy

Well Street, Sunderland, Tyne and Wear SR4 6JF

Inspection dates: 4-5 December 2019

Outcome

Diamond Hall Infant Academy School continues to be a good school.

What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils like their caring, friendly school. They enjoy coming to school. They get along well
together. The value of ‘respect others’ feelings’ is everywhere in the school. Pupils behave
well in lessons and on the playground. They like to be helpful and kind. Pupils say there is
no bullying.

As the school motto claims, ‘I can, you can, we can’ in Diamond Hall Infant Academy.
Staff aim high for what children can achieve. The headteacher and her team carefully plan
their teaching. Pupils are excited to imagine being an evacuee or solving the mystery of a
crashed spaceship. Pupils are very positive about their learning. They like the teachers
and other adults who help them. Pupils want to do well. They try hard in lessons.

The headteacher and governors want the absolute best for all pupils. The headteacher
listens to the views of staff, parents and carers, and pupils. She has created a school
where everyone feels valued. Staff say that leaders always have time to support them.
Parents say that staff are ‘friendly, amazing, helpful and approachable.” Parents are often
involved in their child’s learning, including on ‘parent event’ days. Many parents said that
they would recommend this school to others.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better?

Young children learn to read quickly. Trained staff have the skills to teach phonics well.
Teachers build pupils” knowledge in small steps. Where pupils fall behind, adults support
them to catch up quickly. Pupils enjoy listening to stories. Pupils were excited in one
lesson to guess the next present in their Christmas story. The books pupils read are
matched to their reading knowledge. This develops pupils’ confidence and motivation in
reading.

Across the curriculum, teachers plan lessons carefully to develop pupils’ knowledge. For
example, some Year 2 pupils talked confidently and in some depth about rationing during
the Second World War because of what they had learned earlier. Pupils practise what they
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already know in mathematics to deepen their understanding further.

Leaders offer staff high-quality training in all subjects. Subject leaders are knowledgeable.
They make a difference in their subjects and support other teachers to understand what
needs to be taught. Teachers’ subject knowledge and confidence have developed well.
Much work has been done in developing pupils’ history vocabulary. However, leaders are
not yet using assessment to find out what pupils already know and can remember.

Pupils are good at reading and mathematics. They are not as confident when writing.
Leaders have made this a priority this year. They are aware that pupils need to have
greater opportunities to build their vocabulary in some subjects to show their
understanding in their writing.

The early years is well led and managed. Children in early years explore and become
curious in their learning. Staff make the most of the indoor and outdoor areas to develop
children’s knowledge, understanding and skills. Children enjoy the activities that adults
plan for them. While playing, children develop their language skills as well as the ability to
read and count.

Teachers ensure that they support pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities
(SEND) well. Adults are skilful in giving extra support to ensure that pupils with SEND
keep up. As a result, pupils with SEND achieve well. Leaders make sure that all pupils can
take part in all the activities on offer, including the many school visits.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff know pupils and their families well. This means that they spot any changes in a
pupil’s behaviour straight away. All staff understand how to report concerns about pupils’
safety. The designated leaders for safeguarding are quick to follow up any concerns.
Leaders ensure that all staff get regular safeguarding training. This helps staff to keep up
with the most recent guidance.

Leaders work well with other professionals to ensure that pupils are kept safe. They seek
advice and support when they need to. Pupils know how to keep themselves safe in
school and when online.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B Leaders should make sure that assessment of the foundation subjects gives a fully
accurate picture of how well pupils are achieving in all subjects.

B Ensure that staff teach pupils the vocabulary that they need to improve the quality of
their writing in all subjects.
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Background

When we have judged a school to be good we will then normally go into the school about
once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called a section 8
inspection of a good school or non-exempt outstanding school. We do not give graded
judgements on a section 8 inspection. However, if we find some evidence that the school
could now be better than good or that standards may be declining, then the next
inspection will be a section 5 inspection. Usually this is within one to two years of the date
of the section 8 inspection. If we have serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or
the quality of education, we will convert the section 8 inspection to a section 5 inspection
immediately.

This is the second section 8 inspection since we judged the predecessor school, Diamond
Hall Infant School, to be good in June 2012.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to
find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View information
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their
inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
Further information

You can search for published performance information about the school.

In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil

premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
https://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details

Unique reference number 139849

Local authority Sunderland
Inspection number 10110807

Type of school Infant

School category Academy converter
Age range of pupils 2to7

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 324

Appropriate authority Board of trustees
Chair of trust Mrs Ann Pickering
Headteacher Mrs Sally Collingwood
Website www.diamondhallinfantacademy.co.uk
Date of previous inspection 15 March 2016

Information about this school

B The school is bigger than the average-sized infant school.
B Children attend part time in Nursery and full time in Reception.

B The majority of pupils are from a White British background. About one fifth of pupils
speak English as an additional language.

Information about this inspection

B During the inspection, I spoke with pupils about their work and school life. I spoke with
members of the governing body, the headteacher, other senior leaders, the special
educational needs coordinator (SENCo) and members of staff.

B [ examined the single central safeguarding record. I spoke with leaders responsible for
safeguarding to discuss how pupils are kept safe.

W I spoke to parents before school and considered the 31 responses to Ofsted’s online
survey, Parent View, the 23 responses to the online staff survey and the six responses
to the pupil survey.

B I looked in depth at reading, mathematics and history. I met subject leaders and
teachers, visited lessons and looked at examples of pupils’ work. I talked to pupils
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about their learning and listened to pupils read.

Inspection team

Ann Muxworthy, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates:
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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