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What is it like to attend this school?

Most pupils like coming to the school. Pupils who have moved from other schools
say they like this school because everyone is friendly. No one puts up with bullying,
and the school does a lot to teach pupils how to stay safe.

Pupils are taught how to read and there are lots of books in the school. Daily lessons
include reading, and adults introduce pupils to new books and authors.

The school is much less successful at teaching mathematics. In this subject, lessons
jump from one thing to another, and pupils either find it hard to keep up or the work
is too easy. This means they do not cover everything that they should.

In other subjects, teachers’ work is hit or miss. Some work does not follow clear
plans, so pupils do not learn all the right things.

Most of the time, pupils behave well. Older pupils look after younger ones and take
on jobs, such as looking after the school’s chickens. In class, some pupils lose
interest and start chatting if they do not understand the work.

Staff work hard and want to improve the school. However, they have not kept up to
date with what needs to be taught.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Most pupils are happy at the school. They get on well with one another, and unkind
behaviour is rare. If it does happen, pupils and adults work together to sort it out
quickly. Pupils who have found it hard to cope in other schools are made to feel
welcome here.

In the school’s nurturing environment, pupils learn to be polite and kind. They help
out around the school and treat others with respect. Residential trips, visits and
clubs such as photography and gardening add interest to their classroom learning.

Phonics teaching is regular and well organised. Pupils are taught how to read and do
so often, both for pleasure and as part of their everyday work.

In contrast with this, mathematics is weak. Lessons in key stage 2 do not follow a
sensible sequence and many pupils lack confidence in the subject. Work for the
most able pupils is too easy and they mark time. On the other hand, pupils who do
not understand something do not get the right guidance and teaching, so fall further
behind.

In science, pupils are given incorrect information which misleads them. As in
mathematics, they do not learn all they need to know. In several other subjects,
planning is thin and does not give staff enough information about what to teach.
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The school’s leaders know that the curriculum is not right but, so far, have not done
enough to improve it. These low expectations mean that pupils with different needs
and abilities are not achieving well enough.

Behaviour at breaktimes and lunchtimes is usually fine. Pupils play happily on the
large playground. They understand that everyone has a part to play in making sure
the school day runs smoothly.

In lessons, pupils are attentive in the mornings, but some key stage 2 pupils find it
hard to concentrate in the afternoons. They drift off task, chat and laugh so staff
have to spend time reminding them how to behave.

Governors are good at setting out a long-term vision and are mindful of the
workplace pressures on staff. That said, in trying to be helpful, governors get too
involved in classroom matters, which is not their role.

Most of the parents who shared their views with us are pleased with the school.
They say that they value the community feel and the friendly care provided. Indeed,
the school is very inclusive. Disadvantaged pupils and those with special educational
needs and/or disabilities take part in everything the school does. In the Harvest
Festival during the inspection, for example, everyone took part in leading the
service.

School leaders know things need to improve but have been distracted by other
pressures of the job. Standards have slipped and current plans to lift them back up
are not working.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. Staff know what to do if they are
concerned about a pupil and act quickly when they need to. All the correct checks
on staff and visitors are carried out, and the school site is kept secure. Pupils are
taught how to keep themselves safe and say that adults always have time to listen if
they are worried about something. Pupils are supervised throughout the school day
and pupils look after one another.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B The mathematics curriculum is not well organised and sequenced. Pupils do not
build up their knowledge and skills in a logical order, and many lack confidence in
the subject. In science, pupils are sometimes given incorrect information, because
of shortcomings in resources and staff subject knowledge. In order to improve
this, leaders should make sure that all staff involved in teaching these subjects
receive good-quality training. They should also make sure that subject plans
guide staff to cover all the right things, in the right way and at the right time.

Inspection report: Bredenbury Primary School 3
16—17 October 2019



Oféted

B In many foundation subjects, curriculum planning is thin. It gives a brief overview
of the topics to be covered in different subjects each term. There is not enough
guidance for staff to follow, and pupils miss out on some content or do not cover
work in a sensible order or in enough depth. In order to improve this, leaders
should draw up realistic and informed plans that set out more detail of what is to
be taught and when. Leaders should set out manageable timescales and seek
external help for improving planning in foundation subjects, so they are not
overwhelmed by the task.

B Some pupils in key stage 2 lack confidence and concentration in lessons. This is
often because they either find the work too easy or do not understand what they
are doing. In order to improve this, leaders should strengthen assessment, so
that staff can plan new work that builds securely on what pupils already know.
Leaders should also check that the school’s behaviour policy is being implemented
consistently by everyone.

B |eaders have been overwhelmed by their responsibilities and workload. In
response, governors have got too involved in the day-to-day running of the
school, rather than seeking expert educational help from elsewhere. In order to
improve this, leaders should organise training and work with other schools to
secure sustainable improvements in the quality of education and the work-life
balance of staff.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as

part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

If you're not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
Further information

You can search for published performance information about the school.

In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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B The school provides before-school childcare from 8.00am each day. After-school
childcare with an external provider can be arranged through the school.

B Early years children are taught in a mixed Reception and key stage 1 class.
Because of the small number of children in early years, we have not made a

separate early years judgment.

Information about this inspection

We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.

In accordance with section 44(1) of the Education Act 2005, Her Majesty’s Chief
Inspector is of the opinion that this school requires special measures because it is
failing to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and the persons
responsible for leading, managing or governing the school are not demonstrating the
capacity to secure the necessary improvement in the school.

B During the inspection, we focused on the following subjects: reading,
mathematics, physical education and German. We visited lessons, looked at
pupils” work, examined teachers’ plans and talked with pupils and staff about the
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way these subjects are planned and taught. We also looked at work from other
subjects and spoke with pupils, staff and parents about the school curriculum.

B We examined external performance data about the school and looked at school
documents and the website.

m We talked to pupils, staff, leaders, parents and governors about safeguarding
arrangements and routines at the school. We examined the record of employment
checks on school staff, looked at other school records and checked the school
site.

m We watched pupils’ behaviour in class and at other times during the day. We also
spoke to staff and pupils about behaviour and checked attendance records. The
lead inspector saw part of the school’s annual Harvest Festival in church.

B During the inspection, we had formal meetings with the headteacher, teachers,
governors and pupils. We also talked informally with pupils and staff to gather
general information about school life. The lead inspector had a telephone
conversation with a local authority officer.

B By the end of the inspection, there were 10 recent responses to Ofsted’s online
questionnaire Parent View. We considered these and spoke with some parents.

Inspection team

Martin Pye, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector

Sally Noble Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019

Inspection report: Bredenbury Primary School 7
16—17 October 2019


mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://www.gov.uk/ofsted

