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Inspection of an outstanding school: 
Staghills Nursery School 
Top Barn Lane, Newchurch, Rossendale, Lancashire BB4 7UE 

 
  
Inspection dates: 3 December 2019 
 

Outcome 
 
Staghills Nursery School continues to be an outstanding school. 

 

What is it like to attend this school? 
 
All children have great fun at Staghills Nursery School. Staff have high expectations of 
children, including disadvantaged children. The grounds in which children learn are 
extensive and exciting. We watched as young children clambered up the steep hill into the 
wood. They were full of excitement, determination and purpose. It was impressive to see 
how much they have remembered from their previous learning. The children noticed how 
similar the fire’s smoke was compared to an ash cloud from a volcano. The children 
learned about volcanoes last year.  
 
Children feel very safe. There are no recorded incidents of bullying. They learn how to 
take risks in a safe space and how to deal with obstacles. Children’s behaviour is 
impressive.   
 
Children grow food in the allotment. They also learn a great deal about recycling, care for 
living things and how to protect and treat the natural world. They learn about the awe 
and wonder of being in nature. They also sit captivated, listening to stories from a range 
of books.  
 
Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) achieve very well. This 
is a strength of the school. These children learn the skills and knowledge that they need 
for their future in primary school.   
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better? 
 
Leaders are continually looking to improve the school even further. The changes that they 
make are based on high-quality research. For example, staff have continued to improve 
how they teach mathematics. Number and counting activities are an integral part of 
everyday learning. During the inspection, we saw children sitting in the forest and they 
counted the scoops of hot chocolate powder that they needed to make a drink. Children 
then worked out how many more scoops they needed and how much goes into a scoop. 
Staff use as many chances as they can find to build children’s knowledge of number and 
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shapes. There is clear progression in the mathematics curriculum. This means that staff 
check that the children have the knowledge that they need before moving on. Children 
with SEND and disadvantaged children achieve very well. Staff make sure that these 
children have the extra support that they need to keep up.   
 
Leaders have devised a curriculum that enables children to lead some of their own 
learning. Importantly, staff have identified the skills and knowledge that they want 
children to know. In expressive arts and design, children are encouraged to be creative. 
They explored what happened when they dropped a pipette filled with food colouring 
onto cornflour. They watched how it made swirls and different textures and patterns. 
They were fascinated by the different shapes and colours. Children experience a wide 
range of artists and creative activities.  
 
Leaders have made reading the main priority in school. Staff are well trained in teaching 
early reading. High-quality, well-chosen books are everywhere. These include magazines, 
poetry, nursery rhymes and information books. They are the main stimuli for further 
learning. Staff use stories to generate ideas for children to have a go and explore. 
Through books, children learn about right and wrong. They learn about life in different 
countries and people who have different religions. There is an excellent system in place to 
help children to catch up when they are falling behind in reading. Children with SEND 
achieve very well in reading. Effective teaching helps them to learn new vocabulary and 
language.   
 
Staff do not have to spend time sorting out low-level behaviour or bullying. They have 
excellent relationships with the children. Children respond very well to adults’ suggestions 
and instructions. Leaders look after the well-being and workload of staff.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Safeguarding is a high priority. The site is secure, and visitors are checked carefully to 
make sure that they have the right clearances to work with children. There is a very good 
system to record any incidents. Absence is followed up well and staff address any unusual 
patterns in a child’s attendance. Staff work very well with other agencies, such as health 
visitors and family workers, to help families and children. This gives families the early help 
that they need. Children learn about how to stay safe in their everyday lives.  
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Background 
 
When we have judged a maintained nursery school to be outstanding, we will then 
normally go into the school about once every four years to confirm that the school 
remains outstanding. This is called a section 8 inspection of a good school or non-exempt 
outstanding school. We do not give graded judgements on a section 8 inspection. 
However, if we find some evidence that the school could now be better than good or that 
standards may be declining, then the next inspection will be a section 5 inspection. 
Usually this is within one to two years of the date of the section 8 inspection. If we have 
serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or the quality of education, we will 
convert the section 8 inspection to a section 5 inspection immediately. 
 
This is the first section 8 inspection since we judged the school to be outstanding in 
September 2014. 
 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to 
find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View information 
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their 
inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school. 
 
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil 
premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and 
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
https://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 119100 

Local authority Lancashire 

Inspection number 10045968 

Type of school Nursery 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 2 to 4 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 93 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Michael Ormerod 

Headteacher Linda Connelly 

Website https://staghillsnursery.schooljotter2.com/  

Date of previous inspection 17 September 2014 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school provides education and care for two-year-old children. Some of the places 

are funded by the local authority and some are funded by parents and carers. It also 
provides a breakfast and after-school club on site.  

 The school provides for a range of children with SEND, including those with autism 
spectrum disorder. It provides for children with speech and language difficulties, for 
those with a disability and those with cognitive or global delay.  

 There are some children at the school who have had their place in the Reception class 
at primary school deferred until the term in which they become five years old.  

 

Information about this inspection 
 
 We spoke with a range of staff during the inspection, including teaching assistants, the 

teachers and the headteacher. We also met with a representative of the governing 
body. We held a telephone discussion with a representative of the local authority.   

 As part of this inspection we looked closely at three areas of learning: reading, 
mathematical development and expressive arts and design. We spoke with adults, 
visited lessons, spoke with children and looked at their work in learning journeys. We 

https://staghillsnursery.schooljotter2.com/
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also looked at the long-term plans for each area of learning.  

 To look at how well the school safeguards children, we considered the security of the 
site. We spoke with the headteacher, toured the school and spoke with staff and 
governors. We scrutinised a range of documentation about safeguarding and the 
checks undertaken on newly appointed staff.  

 We considered the views expressed by parents in the 15 responses to Ofsted’s online 
survey, Parent View, including comments received via Ofsted’s free-text facility. We also 
considered the 16 responses to Ofsted’s questionnaire for staff. 

 
Inspection team 

 

Allan Torr, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Maria McGarry Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates:  
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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