
Inspection of Grunty's Day Care
Newton Hall, Staining Road, Blackpool, Lancashire FY3 0AX

Inspection date: 17 December 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are well cared for in a safe, secure and welcoming environment. All 
children are provided with a good range of stimulating learning activities. Babies 
learn new words and extend their language. For example, when filling jars with dry 
pasta, staff repeat 'crunch' and 'more'. Babies also enjoy the sensory experience of 
exploring the pasta in water play. Staff develop the curriculum by adapting 
activities around children's interests. Children thoroughly enjoy sharing stories with 
staff. For example, pre-school children are captivated as they explore the sounds 
that musical instruments make. They listen intently and copy actions to a story as 
staff encourage their attention and good listening skills.

Children are well behaved, kind and considerate. They take turns with others 
during play and are well mannered. Staff are positive role models for children. They 
set good examples and provide clear explanations to support children's 
understanding of positive behaviour. The provider and managers have made 
significant improvements since the last inspection. They have acted on all the 
actions imposed and addressed all the areas of weakness identified. There is scope 
to further develop the quality of teaching to the highest level and further promote 
children's learning in the outdoor areas.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The committed management team works well with staff to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the nursery. Together, they have regular meetings, reflect on 
practice and identify areas for further improvement. Staff say they feel well 
supported and enjoy working at the nursery. On the whole, leaders provide 
some effective coaching and supervision for staff. However, precise targets that 
focus on improving staff teaching skills are not consistently used to help staff to 
improve their practice overall.

n Children demonstrate respect for themselves and for each other. They are polite 
and have good bonds with the nursery staff, who offer lots of praise and 
encouragement. They take steps to ensure that all children feel included. This 
enables children to feel confident and self-assured. Children, including those 
who speak English as an additional language and those in receipt of funded 
early education, make good progress in their learning.

n Staff understand how young children learn. They observe and assess children's 
progress accurately and identify where further support may be required. 
Indoors, children confidently make decisions about what they would like to play 
with. For example, toddlers confidently climb steps and whoosh excitedly down 
the slide. Babies who are settling in enjoy one-to-one time with staff as they 
explore different textures during sensory play. Younger children become curious 
as they learn how to mix colours while exploring sensory materials. However, 
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activities for children who prefer to explore and learn outdoors offer less 
challenge and motivation.

n Staff support children's communication and language skills. For example, they 
introduce new vocabulary during an ice water activity. They talk about ice being 
'cold, slippery and wet'. Staff encourage babies and young children to repeat the 
names of animals during play. 

n Parents are valued as partners and speak very positively about the provision and 
the flexibility of the setting to meet their changing needs. Daily diaries and 
verbal feedback help parents know and understand what their child has been 
doing in nursery. Home learning sacks are available for parents to use. These 
help with ideas on supporting their child's learning at home through different 
topics, such as potty training.

n Children have good opportunities to learn about some of the benefits of a 
healthy lifestyle. They enjoy nutritious foods which are freshly prepared on the 
premises. Children play with real food and pretend to feed dolls vegetables and 
cereals. They look at books and are able to identify exercise and movement. 
Children have daily opportunities to enjoy the indoor physical play centre 
sessions.

n Staff take children on walks in the local grounds to help broaden their 
experiences and also take them to the park and café. Children buy drinks from 
the café and develop an understanding of using money. These experiences help 
them to develop an understanding of the wider world.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. The managers and staff have 
completed safeguarding training and have a good understanding of how to keep 
children safe. They have a good knowledge of the signs and symptoms of abuse 
and a broad understanding of wider safeguarding issues. The manager has robust 
recruitment and induction procedures in place. She completes rigorous checks to 
ensure that only those suitable to work with children are able do so. Management 
has completed a thorough risk assessment of the premises and has adjusted the 
layout of the nursery and added daily comprehensive checks. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the arrangements for reviewing staff practice and provide precise 
targets that focus meticulously on developing the individual teaching skills of 
staff to achieve consistent strong practice

n develop the outdoor space to provide more stimulating and interesting 
experiences in all areas of learning for children who prefer to learn outdoors.   
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY282289

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10119812

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 112

Number of children on roll 169

Name of registered person Partington's Holiday Centres Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP524074

Telephone number 01253 300455

Date of previous inspection 8 August 2019

Information about this early years setting

Grunty's Day Care registered in 2004. The nursery employs 31 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, 24 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or 
above, including one who holds early years professional status and one who holds 
qualified teacher status. The nursery opens Monday to Friday from 7.30am until 
6.30pm, all year round, except bank holidays and a week at Christmas. It receives 
funding for the provision of free early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Suzy Marsh
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Inspection activities

n The inspector completed a learning walk with the deputy manager and the 
manager. They observed the quality of teaching during activities, indoors and 
outside, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n The deputy manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation. 
n The inspector observed the staff and children as they played and held 

discussions with them at appropriate times during the inspection. 
n Parents talked to the inspector about their views of the nursery. The managers 

and the inspector discussed the leadership and management of the nursery.
n The inspector sampled documentation, including staff suitability checks and 

children's records.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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