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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Leaders and staff provide a stimulating learning environment indoors and outdoors.
Children are confident in making choices about how they want to learn and what to
play with. This means children remain in their chosen play for long periods of time.

Children show good levels of curiosity and ask questions about things they do not
understand. For example, children ask, 'Why does the stick insect have red
armpits?' They relish investigating and exploring. Children eagerly use magnifying
glasses to closely observe caterpillars, their eggs and the structure of leaves. Staff
place a strong focus on children developing a love of stories and books. This results
in even the very youngest children listening attentively to staff as they share well-
known stories. Children have good opportunities to be outdoors on a daily basis
and practise their physical skills. Staff skilfully support children to understand about
safety when taking manageable risks outdoors, such as when they take part in
woodland activities.

Children enjoy their time at the pre-school and settle quickly when they arrive.
Children who are new to the setting are closely supported and encouraged by the
caring staff team. Younger children feel safe and secure and enjoy a cuddle and
reassurance from their special person when they are feeling a little unsure.
Children behave well. They build friendships with others as they learn how to share
and take turns with resources. Staff are good role models for children.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Leaders and staff place a clear emphasis on finding out what children already
know and can do when they first start. This helps staff to plan for their learning
from the outset. Staff build strong relationships with parents, which help them to
understand the ongoing experiences that children have away from the setting.

m Staff use effective systems to observe, plan and assess children's progress to
build on their knowledge. Staff use various strategies to keep parents informed
about their child's progress and share ideas about extending learning at home.

B Leaders and staff monitor children's progress closely to quickly narrow any gaps
in children's learning and development. They seek outside help if children need
extra support. Children make good progress in their learning from their starting
points.

m Staff support children well to develop their good communication and language
skills. They encourage children effectively to develop a wide vocabulary. For
example, they introduce new words to children, such as 'delicate' and
‘camouflage’, during discussions about the stick insects they help care for.

m Staff help children to develop high levels of confidence and self-esteem. For
instance, they praise children for working well together as a team to efficiently
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tidy away their toys at the end of their playtime.

W Staff sensitively help children to understand similarities and differences between
themselves and others around them. For example, they help children to
understand what makes them unique, such as wearing glasses to help their
vision.

m Staff help children to understand about caring for living creatures, such as the
stick insects. However, they do not consistently provide opportunities for
children to understand how to keep themselves healthy. For example, they do
not always reinforce the need to wash hands after handling living creatures.

W Leaders support staff's professional development very well and have regular
meetings to ensure staff's workload is manageable and does not have a negative
impact on their well-being. The well-qualified staff access professional
development opportunities to enhance their skills further. For example, following
training, staff have implemented new planning systems to capture children's
immediate interests in play and enhance children's experiences.

B Leaders and staff develop very good partnerships with staff from the host
school, providing consistent support for children as they prepare to move on to
school. For example, children join the school children each day to eat their
lunch, which helps to develop their social skills and confidence.

m Children develop an understanding of counting objects and using some number
names. However, on some occasions, staff do not recognise opportunities that
arise to build on children's mathematical understanding in order to enhance their
learning as fully as possible.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders ensure that staff attend regular safeguarding training and understand their
responsibilities in keeping children safe. Staff demonstrate a clear understanding of
how to recognise signs of potential abuse and neglect and wider safeguarding
issues. They know how to follow safeguarding procedures should they identify a
child at risk of harm. Leaders follow safer recruitment guidelines to ensure new
staff are suitable and existing staff remain so. Leaders and staff implement secure
procedures to ensure they identify hazards quickly and minimise any risks to keep
the environment safe and secure.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B make more consistent use of opportunities to support and extend children's
mathematical learning to the highest possible level

W support children to understand how personal-care routines can help to maintain
good health.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection nhumber

Type of provision
Registers

Day care type

Age range of children
Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY463041

Northumberland

10117735

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register

Sessional day care

2to 4

9

20

Greenhead Preschool and Rainbow Nursery

RP532628

01697 747 720
21 October 2013

Information about this early years setting

Greenhead Preschool and Rainbow Nursery first registered in 2004 and re-
registered in 2013. It is situated in the grounds of Greenhead First School, near
Haltwhistle. There are three staff members employed to work directly with the
children. Of these, the manager holds a relevant early years qualification at level 4
and two staff hold qualifications at level 3. The pre-school is open Monday to
Friday from 9am until 3pm during school term time only. The pre-school receives
funding for the provision of free early education for children aged two, three and

four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
June Robinson
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Inspection activities

B The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and
outdoors and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

B The inspector spoke with children and staff at appropriate times throughout the
inspection.

B The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk and a joint
observation of staff's practice.

B The inspector held discussions with the leadership team. She looked at a sample
of documentation, including staff's suitability checks, and viewed observations,
assessments and documentation linked to checking children's progress.

B The inspector spoke with a humber of parents during the inspection and took
account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofst

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019

*X R

ed

Inspection report: Greenhead Preschool and Rainbow Nursery
26 September 2019


http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

