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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children thoroughly enjoy their time in the after-school club. The youngest children 
greet the staff happily and enthusiastically when they collect them from school and 
excitedly discuss their day with them. This shows how emotionally secure children 
feel within the setting.

Children show how happy and settled they are in the club. They make friends 
easily and children of mixed ages play confidently together. Children's behaviour is 
excellent. They fully understand the club's simple rules and there are good 
strategies to help children manage their behaviour themselves. For example, club 
staff use a 'red, yellow, green' system which means children quickly understand the 
implications of their behaviour and can take relevant action to remedy their 
actions. 

Children develop a strong awareness of safety and possible hazards. Daily 'safety 
inspectors' are nominated when two children carry out assessments on the 
premises with staff to check for any hazards. Children beam with delight when 
given this role and take their responsibilities seriously, showing a strong sense of 
self-confidence.

Leaders work tirelessly to make the club an enjoyable, active and happy place for 
children to be. They constantly reflect on practice, and aim to offer a service of the 
highest level and cater for every child's unique needs. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n There is an excellent handover of information between club staff and school 
staff, ensuring children's needs are always met. For example, school staff 
reliably inform club staff if a child has had an accident during the school day or if 
there is relevant information that needs to be passed on to parents. This means 
children's welfare needs are consistently understood.

n Staff actively promote a happy, positive environment within the club and plan 
activities they know will challenge children and which children have chosen 
themselves. For example, children frequently suggest ideas about activities, 
topics and themes they would like to explore and staff respond very positively to 
these suggestions. Group games mean that children learn to play happily 
together and they actively celebrate when other children win.

n Children's achievements are consistently praised and acknowledged. Children 
excitedly wait to hear who has been awarded as the weekly 'Top Banana' and 
beam with pleasure when their positive behaviour and actions are recognised. 
Other strategies, such as 'Picture of the Week' enable children to strive for 
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excellence and to take pride in their work.
n Children develop a real awareness of the needs of others. Older children are 

kind and respectful of younger children. Club activities also help children to learn 
about the lifestyles of other children. For example, the club has successfully 
linked up with a local charity which supports children living in Africa. This link 
has helped children learn about different nationalities and how other families 
live.

n Topic work also helps children learn about the wider world. For example, 
children have been actively celebrating similarities and differences between each 
other. To develop this further, children have researched information about how 
different countries celebrate Christmas and this has made children more aware 
of various cultures and family traditions.

n All children are welcomed into the club and there is a fully inclusive ethos. Close 
working relationships between parents, school and club staff mean strategies to 
support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are always 
consistent.

n Parents receive detailed information about the club and the activities it provides 
for children. Staff offer extensive information each day and termly reports are 
prepared for the youngest children to help parents see the progress they make.

n Staff are highly motivated and well trained. They benefit from an excellent range 
of training which provides them with the skills and knowledge they need to 
undertake their role. They praise the support they receive from leaders and 
demonstrate dedication to keeping children safe and happy.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff supervise children well and are extremely vigilant during the school pick-up 
and drop-off routine. They fully understand their role in safeguarding children and 
quickly recognise any changes in children's behaviour. Any concerns are referred in 
a timely manner. Leaders work closely with other agencies involved in children's 
care, when necessary, to make sure all information is shared appropriately. Older 
children learn the importance of being careful while using social media. Relevant 
strategies are in place within the club to make sure children cannot access any 
information which is inappropriate for their age. Robust recruitment procedures 
mean that all staff are thoroughly checked to make sure they are safe to work with 
children. This means children are fully protected at all times.

Inspection report: Kids Like Us
17 December 2019 3



Setting details
Unique reference number EY332242

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10104195

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children 4 to 11

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 99

Name of registered person Kids Like Us Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP526175

Telephone number 07738 935 805

Date of previous inspection 17 July 2014

Information about this early years setting

Kids Like Us is one of three settings run by Kids Like Us Limited. The setting 
opened in 2006 and operates from the school hall of Southwater Infant Academy in 
Horsham, West Sussex. The club is open Monday to Friday during term time only, 
for a breakfast club from 7.45am until 8.50am and from 3.15pm until 6pm for the 
after-school provision. Children from the neighbouring Southwater Junior Academy 
also attend. Nine staff work with the children. Of these, five hold appropriate early 
years qualifications.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jo Caswell
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Inspection activities

n The inspector met with one of the providers and the club supervisor and 
discussed how the club is managed, and looked at a range of documentation. 
This included staff files, safeguarding records and club policies.

n Children spoke with the inspector at appropriate times and described what they 
enjoyed doing at the club and how they share their own ideas with the staff for 
future activities.

n Staff talked with the inspector about their role and how they keep children safe, 
and what they do to keep their knowledge and skills up to date.

n The inspector accompanied staff on the school pick-up routine and noted how 
well children's safety was promoted and how much information club staff obtain 
from school staff to support children's welfare.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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