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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children relish the wide range of activities provided and are very keen to attend 
their club. Staff listen and involve children when planning activities. This ensures 
that they meet and continue to spark their different interests. Children form very 
strong friendships and thoroughly enjoy each other's company. They have 
enormous fun outside, balancing on raised tightropes, climbing trees or building 
dens and serving a variety of meals from their mud kitchen. Inside, children join in 
cooking and creative activities, busying themselves with Christmas creations. 
Children have fun joining in games and sports. This helps them to build on their 
communication, social, physical and creative skills. 

Staff engage enthusiastically with children during meaningful conversations, 
listening to their views and opinions. Children are confident communicators. They 
settle well, showing that they feel safe and secure in the club. Children behave 
extremely well and staff set clear expectations, which they uphold consistently. 
Children know the setting's rules well, for example, they take turns and include 
others as they play. They are kind and respectful to one another and use toys and 
resources with care. Children play cooperatively across the different age ranges. 
They are energetic as they play outdoors and benefit greatly from plenty of fresh 
air and physical exercise.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider and staff create a calm and relaxed environment. Children focus 
extremely well on their chosen activity and complete it before moving on to 
others. They respond well to familiar routines and develop very good 
independence. When using toys, children take responsibility to make sure they 
are put away again when they have finished playing.

n Staff promote healthy lifestyles effectively. Children demonstrate a good 
understanding of healthy meal choices. They practise self-help skills as they 
make decisions when selecting breakfast or snack. Children enjoy playing 
outdoors. They have an exceptionally good range of equipment and resources to 
choose from that challenge their physical skills very effectively. When 
appropriate, staff support children's understanding of online safety through age-
appropriate discussion, reinforcing the learning gained at school.

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Staff exchange information with them 
daily. This helps to keep them fully aware of their children's time at the setting. 
Parents state that they are 'extremely happy' with the care that their children 
receive, and their children are 'always keen and excited to attend'. 

n The provider and staff work effectively with staff in the host school. A 
particularly good level of information is shared. This helps to promote continuity 
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of care for each child and is particularly valuable to ensure that children with 
special education needs and/or disabilities receive the support they need. 
Parents comment on the good information-sharing between the school and 
setting staff. 

n Children have very good bonds with staff and are eager to share their interests. 
Staff are caring and attentive, providing emotional support when needed. New 
children receive very good support to settle quickly. Time is taken to share 
relevant information with their parents and school teacher before they start. 

n The provider and managers regularly review staff performance to help 
strengthen their practice. Training opportunities help to enhance staff skills and 
knowledge. For instance, they have completed a great deal of research and 
training relating to outdoor play. As a result, opportunities for children to engage 
in constructive play outside have been greatly enriched. 

n The provider and manager ensure that staff have a clear understanding of 
safeguarding issues. They all know how to respond to concerns about a child's 
welfare. Staff are deployed well and are vigilant when supervising children. They 
set clear rules and boundaries that help children to keep themselves and others 
safe.

n The provider encourages the staff team to share ideas that help him and the 
area manager to reflect on the provision provided. Parents and children are 
warmly encouraged to share their ideas, in order to identify further areas for 
development. The provider and managers are currently embedding a change of 
management structure, to help provide a greater overview of practice across this 
and the sister settings. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider ensures that managers and staff have a clear understanding of 
safeguarding issues and how to respond to concerns about a child's welfare. As a 
result, staff confidently know how to identify children at risk and understand the 
correct action to take. Staff are deployed well inside and outside to ensure 
children's safety. Appropriate policies and procedures are in place to ensure a 
strong safeguarding culture, including the safe use of mobile phones and cameras 
within the setting. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY549270

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10129948

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children 4 to 11

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 140

Name of registered person Smartkidz Play And Learn Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP534963

Telephone number 01353 740253

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Smartkidz at Haddenham registered in 2017. The setting operates Monday to 
Friday, during term time from 7.30am to 8.50am and from 3pm to 6pm. They also 
provide a holiday club during school holidays that operates Monday to Friday, from 
8am to 6pm. Seven members of staff work with the children. Six members of staff 
hold appropriate qualifications at level 2 and above. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lynn Clements

Inspection activities

n The inspector talked with parents to obtain their views of the setting. 
n The inspector chatted with children throughout the inspection. 
n The inspector observed and discussed staff practice with the provider and area 

manager.
n The inspector reviewed relevant documentation, including suitability checks of 

the provider, management team and staff. 
n The inspector observed play in action both inside and outside. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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