
Inspection of Jelly Tots Preschool
Woodlands Hall, Blanchland Avenue, Wideopen, Newcastle Upon Tyne NE13 6JR

Inspection date: 12 December 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy their time at this friendly setting. They benefit from a wide range of 
interesting and stimulating activities. For example, children enjoy singing, painting, 
and playing with shells in the sand. Staff have lovely relationships with the 
children. They are respectful, kind, and know the children well. The setting is safe 
and well organised. Robust daily routines and strong bonds with staff help children 
feel emotionally secure. Staff act as good role models and have high expectations 
of all children. They praise the children as they explore musical instruments and 
make reindeer dust using oats and glitter. Children are encouraged to take turns 
and play cooperatively together. Their behaviour is good.

Children benefit from daily fresh air and exercise in the enclosed garden. Support 
for children's physical development is good. Children climb, slide and balance on a 
range of equipment. This helps support their developing poise and coordination. 
Children paint on large pieces of paper, practising physical skills that will eventually 
support their early writing. Staff help the children make healthy choices as part of a 
well-established daily routine. For example, they choose from milk or water to 
drink, and from a range of healthy fruit and vegetables at snack time.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff work hard to help new children settle. They distract them if they are upset 
and provide plenty of support and cuddles. The confidence and self-esteem of all 
children are supported well. They are helped to become increasingly 
independent. For example, children are encouraged to fetch their coats and 
choose what they would like to play with. They register their own names at the 
beginning of the day and pour their drinks at mealtimes. 

n Strong relationships with parents help to create a consistent approach to support 
for children's learning. For example, parents are encouraged to extend learning 
at home by borrowing books and sharing ideas for activities. Parents speak 
highly of the setting and the care their children receive. The setting has formed 
good relationships with partner professionals. Staff attend meetings to review 
children's progress and follow agreed strategies to help support children with 
additional needs effectively. Staff from the setting share information with the 
local school. This helps provide a smooth move for all children to the next stage 
in their learning.

n Support for children's developing communication and language skills is good. 
Staff give clear instructions and introduce new vocabulary. For example, they 
explain clearly and calmly what to do as they make dough with the children and 
discuss names of ingredients. Staff encourage the children to use their senses as 
they explore the dough. They talk about whether it is sticky or dry and 
encourage the children to smell the peppermint that is added. 
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n The quality of teaching is good. The well-qualified staff are supported effectively 
in their roles through observations of practice and meetings with managers. 
There is, however, scope to raise quality further through a greater focus on 
teaching and learning in staff's continuous professional development. The 
manager gathers the views of parents and children to help evaluate the setting. 
She uses this information well to help plan future improvements. 

n Children learn about colour and number through play and general opportunities 
throughout the day. For example, they count the number of children present 
and discuss the colour of cups at snack time. They count the spoons of flour 
they place into the dough mix and learn concepts such as 'more' and 'less', and 
how to stir 'fast' and 'slow'. Overall, children are enthusiastic and engaged in 
their learning. There are opportunities, however, to review the structure of 
group times to better support children's learning and focus. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good awareness of how to keep children safe. For example, they warn 
the children not to put raw ingredients in their mouths and encourage them to walk 
rather than run inside. They encourage children to move around the secure setting 
safely and keep toys tidy so that they don't trip. Managers and staff have a good 
understanding of their responsibilities around safeguarding. They know how to 
identify any concerns with children or staff, what procedures to take and who to 
contact. Managers and staff stay up to date with procedures to keep children safe. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance professional development to include a greater focus on teaching and 
learning in order to raise the quality of teaching still further

n review the structure of group times to better support children's learning and 
focus. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY552189

Local authority North Tyneside

Inspection number 10132955

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 25

Number of children on roll 46

Name of registered person Carins, Doreen

Registered person unique 
reference number RP552188

Telephone number 07377087491

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Jelly Tots Preschool registered in 2017 and is based in Wideopen, Newcastle Upon 
Tyne. The setting operates term time only from 9am to 3pm, Monday to Friday. 
The setting employs five members of childcare staff. Of these, one holds an 
appropriate early years qualification at level 4, and four hold qualifications at level 
3. The setting provides funded education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Julie Foers
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities and assessed the 
impact on children's learning. The manager and inspector evaluated an activity 
together. 

n The inspector viewed all areas of the pre-school. She discussed with the 
manager and staff how the setting organises and plans activities and 
experiences for children.

n A meeting was held between the inspector and the pre-school manager. The 
inspector reviewed a sample of documents. This included evidence about staff 
suitability and training.

n The inspector spoke to a number of parents to gather their views on the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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