
Inspection of Stars Day Nurseries Ltd 
t/a Shooting Stars Pre-School Nursery
Paston & Gunthorpe Community Centre, Hallfields Lane, PETERBOROUGH PE4 7YH

Inspection date: 6 December 2019

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Every child is incredibly nurtured and encouraged in all that they do. Children show 
that they feel extremely safe and secure. They are happy, confident and share a 
tight bond with their key person. There are lots of good-humoured, positive 
interactions between staff and children. There is a real focus placed on helping 
children to develop high levels of independence and excellent social skills, and 
make rapid progress in their speaking skills. Staff are very sensitive to meet the 
very specific needs of every child.

Children are not afraid to make mistakes. Staff know when to stand back and let 
children work things out for themselves, or when to offer support. Children are 
constantly learning or given time to reflect and think about what they are doing. 
Adults know when to ask questions or introduce new vocabulary. Children respond 
enthusiastically to staff's questions with extremely well-thought-out responses that 
demonstrate their excellent listening and reasoning skills. 

Children behave very well. They are polite, well mannered and give an extremely 
warm welcome to visitors, demonstrating their high levels of confidence. Children 
are busy and enthusiastic learners who play well together. They show high levels of 
self-control as they learn alongside each other, taking turns and sharing.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and staff share the same high aspirations for all children to achieve 
extremely well. They obtain feedback from local schools, who say that children 
from the nursery are very well prepared for the next stage of their education. 
Staff feel valued and work well as a team. They appreciate senior leader's 
investment in their ongoing training and the consideration that leaders give to 
their work-life balance. In return, staff work hard to ensure that all children 
achieve exceptionally well.

n Many children arrive at nursery with limited speech and language skills. Staff 
take every opportunity to listen to children carefully, and skilfully change the 
language that they use, or the questions they ask, according to each child's 
individual ability. The activities that staff plan for children capture their 
imagination and link closely to their interests. For example, they create a frost-
covered playhouse following the discovery of a large block of ice in the garden.

n Children's independence grows as they learn about routines and their own 
responsibilities, such as cutting up fruit at snack time. Staff provide children with 
mirrors to help them learn when it is appropriate to wipe their nose. Children 
engage in conversations with staff about good hygiene practice. They know the 
reason why they must wash their hands before eating and enthusiastically do so.

n Children's learning builds day by day and week by week across all areas of 
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learning. Staff plan purposeful activities that develop lots of skills at one time. 
For example, children sort different-coloured objects, carefully and precisely 
using tweezers to pick them up. Children concentrate for long periods of time, 
work with great care and are proud of what they achieve. Adults encourage 
children to try hard and to keep going when they find things difficult. Staff are 
highly skilled at knowing the right time to intervene, question, praise or support.

n Staff understand the difficulties faced by children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities (SEND) extremely well. They access highly targeted training 
and work incredibly well with parents and outside agencies to help children 
make sustained progress. Staff provide an extremely inclusive learning 
environment where all children can access all activities. Children learn about the 
similarities and differences of how different cultures and countries recognise 
special celebrations, such as Christmas.  

n Children's love of rhymes and books is evident throughout the nursery. They 
sing songs at every opportunity to reinforce their knowledge and skills. For 
example, children sing a '999' song and learn how to call the emergency 
services. They access a wide range of books, both independently and with staff, 
that they take home to share with family and carers. Parents say the nursery is 
'brilliant' and that 'staff are always available to talk to us'. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is a very strong culture of safeguarding throughout the nursery. Staff know 
the children and their families extremely well and are highly vigilant to any 
concerns about children's welfare. Staff are extremely well trained in a wide range 
of safeguarding issues and take timely action in working with other agencies to 
ensure that they keep children safe. The lead practitioner for safeguarding is 
exceptionally experienced and is instrumental in keeping a wide range of children 
and families safe from harm. Leaders follow safe recruitment procedures to ensure 
only those suitable to work with children are able to do so. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY452131

Local authority Peterborough

Inspection number 10075261

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 34

Number of children on roll 21

Name of registered person Stars Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905087

Telephone number 01733-578215

Date of previous inspection 4 February 2016

Information about this early years setting

Stars Day Nurseries Ltd t/a Shooting Stars Pre-School Nursery registered in 2012 
and is part of the Stars chain of nurseries which operates in and around 
Peterborough. The nursery operates from 8.30am to 3.30pm Monday to Friday, 
during term time. It employs seven members of staff. Of these, six hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3, and one of the managers holds 
level 7. The nursery provides funded early education for eligible two-, three- and 
four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Fiona Wood
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Inspection activities

n The inspector had a tour of the nursery and made observations throughout the 
inspection of children's experiences.

n The inspector spoke with staff, parents and children at appropriate times during 
the inspection.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the nursery manager. 
n The inspector held a meeting with leaders and managers. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of all persons working at the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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