
Inspection of Foundation Years 
Nurseries Debdale Park
Debdale Park Beehive 1075, Hyde Road, Manchester M18 7LJ

Inspection date: 11 December 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The managers are passionate about the care and education they offer. They have a 
clear vision which they share with staff and parents to nurture young children and 
learn about nature. The nursery is welcoming and exciting both indoors and 
outdoors. Children are encouraged to embrace outdoor learning at every 
opportunity. Children take care of resources and learn about recycling and the 
environment. They grow their own fruit trees and enjoy collecting apples and pears 
to eat at snack time. Children are involved in many exciting community projects, 
for instance being involved with the nearby ecocentre. Managers have put in place 
a curriculum that builds on what children already know and can do. Children's 
interests and current abilities inform their next steps in learning.

Children feel safe and secure and enjoy their time at nursery. Staff have close 
relationships with children, who go to their key person for comfort. Children feel 
reassured because they are familiar with routines. Staff have high expectations of 
children's behaviour and are positive role models for them. They teach children 
how to look after themselves and to respect and understand others. Children 
develop positive attitudes and learn to socialise with others. Children manage their 
emotions well with the support of caring, knowledgeable and patient staff.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff have good knowledge of how individual children learn. They know their key 
children well and plan teaching based around their individual interests. Children 
are motivated, engaged and clearly enjoy their time at the setting. Staff 
consistently praise children's achievements and this encourages their 
perseverance and progress.

n All children make good progress from their starting points. This includes children 
who speak English as an additional language and children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities. Staff access speech and language support 
for children. Strategies are in place to help children to develop language further, 
which involves their families. For example, information is displayed in different 
languages for parents to access.

n Children have a wide range of experiences involving the local community. They 
go on regular 'learning walks' in the local woodland and park with staff. Children 
explore nature and learn about the environment. They also learn about different 
cultures and beliefs. This helps children to be accepting and understanding of 
others.

n Staff have high expectations of children's behaviour. Children understand the 
effect they have on others. They help each other to learn how to put on their 
coats, hats and boots when they go outside. They praise each other for their 
efforts. Staff are positive role models and expect children to take care of 
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themselves, others and the environment. Routines are consistent as staff use 
clear communication and children know what to expect. 

n Children are encouraged to take risks when playing in the woodland garden 
area. They climb on a variety of equipment, run and hide in the trees. Staff 
discuss with children how to keep safe on the wet ground while doing this. 
Children understand how to keep themselves safe in different situations.

n Children learn about their community as they take part in local community 
events. They have recently taken part in a local Remembrance Day service in 
the nearby woodland. They also take part in recycling and learn about waste 
management at the local ecocentre. This helps children to learn experience the 
wider world in ways they might not otherwise access.

n Staff report feeling supported with their workload by each other and the 
management. Opportunities for professional discussions and supervisions take 
place regularly. However, staff training and opportunities for professional 
development for all staff are not precisely targeted and monitored to ensure a 
consistent impact on the quality of teaching.

n Managers actively help parents to access support for their families and signpost 
them to local services. This includes applying for school places and services for 
children with additional needs. Any funding received is used effectively to 
enhance experiences and outcomes for children.

n Parents are very involved in the settling in process when starting nursery. This 
helps children to feel emotionally settled. Parents are informed of their child's 
progress and have excellent communication with their key person. Parents and 
families are extremely complimentary about the staff team. They actively 
recommend the nursery to others.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The management and staff attend safeguarding training and have updates at 
monthly staff meetings. Staff are knowledgeable about signs and symptoms of 
abuse and know what to do if they are worried about a child or family. They know 
who to contact and the correct processes to follow. Staff have completed training 
in wider safeguarding issues to broaden their awareness. This ensures they have 
the knowledge to be able to keep the children in their care safe and access the 
correct support when needed. The nursery is safe and secure and well maintained.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n plan staff supervision even more precisely to ensure that training is specifically 
targeted to enhance the quality of teaching and further improve professional 
development opportunities for all staff. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY474512

Local authority Manchester

Inspection number 10109857

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 47

Number of children on roll 67

Name of registered person Foundation Years Nurseries Debdale Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901114

Telephone number 01612226050

Date of previous inspection 15 August 2014

Information about this early years setting

Foundation Years Nurseries Debdale Park registered in 2014 and is situated within 
Debdale Park, in the Gorton area of Manchester. The nursery operates from 
Monday to Friday, all year round, except bank holidays and between Christmas and 
New Year. Sessions are from 8am until 5.30pm. The nursery also provides holiday 
care for children aged five and over. It receives funding for the provision of free 
early years education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. The nursery 
employs 15 members staff. Of these, 11 hold relevant early years qualifications, 
including the manager.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jasmin Sanders
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Inspection activities

n The inspector took part in a tour of all areas of the nursery with the manager 
and discussed the implementation of the curriculum.

n Parents and families of children spoke to the inspector about their experience of 
the effectiveness of the care and education which the nursery offers.

n The manager and a room leader took part in a joint observation and evaluation 
of practice with the inspector to look at the quality of teaching.

n Discussions and document reviews were held with managers and staff, where 
appropriate, by the inspector to evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding 
processes, self-evaluation, staff supervision and training.

n Staff assessments of children's progress from their starting points were 
discussed with key persons and the coordinator for special educational needs to 
evaluate the impact of the curriculum on outcomes for children.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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