
Inspection of Newborough Pre-School 
Playgroup
Newborough Village Hall, Guntons Road, Newborough, Peterborough PE6 7RX

Inspection date: 11 December 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children make good progress and are very happy and settled at this pre-school. 
They and their families are warmly welcomed by staff. The hall is set up each day 
to provide children with an interesting choice of activities. For example, some 
children work together to decorate a small Christmas tree while others create their 
own 'robots' from construction resources. Children freely choose to play outdoors 
and benefit from a wide range of activities, such as number-recognition games and 
balancing on stepping stones. Children are encouraged to persevere and have a 
positive attitude towards learning. For example, a child is helped to complete a 
complex jigsaw puzzle by looking at the picture, turning pieces around until they fit 
and matching colours. They gain satisfaction from the end result and praise given 
by staff for their efforts.

Children develop good communication and language skills. They are listened to by 
staff, for example, as they talk about experiences important to them at home or 
comment, 'I think that one will take too long,' about a song choice. Children enjoy 
favourite stories and there are effective strategies in place for supporting those 
children who find verbal communication difficult. 

Older children gain the key skills necessary to support them when they move on to 
school. Activities aimed specifically at the older children help them to develop very 
good mathematical skills. For example, children recognise when the number line on 
the wall is in the incorrect order and ably show staff how to correctly re-order the 
numbers.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children build lovely relationships with their key person, and parents also 
recognise this. This provides a secure foundation for children to develop their 
confidence, especially when they start. However, sometimes when key persons 
are absent, other staff do not have specific enough information to ensure that 
those key children receive the highest quality learning experiences during 
planned activities. 

n Staff's assessment of children's learning and development is accurate. They use 
this information to identify children's next steps in learning and provide activities 
to incorporate these. Staff are aware of children's interests and use this 
information to extend children's learning. This makes their learning enjoyable 
and relevant to them.

n Children show that they are aware of safety. For example, they explain to staff 
that they must wear 'goggles' and 'look away' while they are pretending to weld 
a model together. Staff ask questions, such as 'How will you…?', to make 
children think and to extend their creative ideas.
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n Staff support children's learning well. They model actions and repeat instructions 
to give children the confidence to have a go at balancing and moving from 
stepping stone to stepping stone. Staff join in, for example, when practising 
action Christmas songs and, for the most part, children remain actively engaged.

n Children enjoy decorating pine cones for the Christmas tree festival at the local 
church, and making Christmas clay figures to sell. However, there are too few 
opportunities for children to gain a deeper understanding of diversity in terms of 
people, families and communities beyond their own.

n Risk assessments are robust and children are kept safe. The premises are secure 
and children are supervised constantly. There are clear procedures in place with 
regard to visitors to the pre-school. Effective recruitment procedures ensure that 
staff and committee members are suitable for their roles. All required 
documentation is maintained appropriately to ensure children's safety and 
welfare.

n Staff attend regular training initiatives and those specific to children's medical 
needs. The committee is supportive of staff's professional development. 
Supervision sessions are completed regularly and give staff the opportunity to 
gain valuable feedback about their practice. 

n Staff work hard to ensure good partnerships with parents and other 
professionals. Open days provide parents with opportunities to speak directly 
with staff about their children's development and to see the activities they enjoy. 
Parents comment that they are very happy with the care their children receive 
and appreciate the supportive and approachable staff.

n The manager feels very strongly that each child should take good memories of 
their early years with them when they leave pre-school. This is what the whole 
staff team endeavours to provide. Any plans for improvement focus on having a 
positive impact on children. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff understand their responsibility to protect the children in 
their care from the risk of harm. They attend regular safeguarding training and 
have a good knowledge about what to do if they have concerns about a child, or a 
colleague's behaviour towards children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n ensure that in a key person's absence, all children still receive the highest quality 
learning experiences during planned activities

n provide a richer set of experiences for children to gain a deeper understanding 
of people, families and communities beyond their own.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 256793

Local authority Peterborough

Inspection number 10072717

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 1 to 4

Total number of places 35

Number of children on roll 38

Name of registered person Newborough Pre-School Playgroup 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908449

Telephone number 07818644099

Date of previous inspection 2 March 2016

Information about this early years setting

Newborough Pre-School Playgroup registered in 1992. The pre-school employs 
seven members of childcare staff, including the manager. Of these, six hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and one at level 2. The pre-school 
opens on Monday and Thursday from 9.30am until 1pm. On Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday, the pre-school opens from 9.30am until 2.30pm. The pre-school is 
open during term time only. It provides funded early education for two-, three- and 
four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anna Davies
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times throughout the 
inspection. 

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the pre-school manager. 
n The inspector held a meeting with the pre-school manager. She looked at 

relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the suitability of staff working 
in the pre-school.

n The inspector spoke to a number of parents during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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