
Inspection of Woodlands Park Nursery 
School & Children's Centre
74-86 Woodlands Park Road, London N15 3SD

Inspection date: 10 December 2019

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The well-established, experienced and close-knit team of managers and staff 
successfully fulfil the highest of expectations for all children. They create a vibrant, 
inspiring environment, indoors and outdoors, and expertly plan an engaging 
curriculum that ignites children's curiosity and thirst for learning. They strive to 
constantly enhance all areas of practice to the highest possible level. Staff 
successfully provide opportunities to children that they may not experience at 
home. For example, children explore different smells in the mud kitchen with herbs 
and citrus fruit, and take part in yoga and music sessions. The enormous room 
gives children ample opportunities for exploration. Staff are highly attentive and 
support children as they play, guiding and encouraging them to use their thinking 
skills. They offer space for children to develop their creativity and imagination in 
new and interesting ways. For instance, children make pictures in the garden with 
natural materials and others explore heuristic play in the sensory room. Children's 
growing independence is firmly supported as they make choices about their play 
and carry out tasks for themselves. Young children demonstrate that they feel 
extremely safe and secure in the setting. They are confident to access resources 
and move freely both inside and outside. If they need reassurance, they seek out 
their key person and enjoy a warm embrace. Children behave exceedingly well and 
there is a harmonious and busy atmosphere within the room.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders set ambitious goals and staff demonstrate a drive and passion for their 
work. Self-evaluation is highly accurate and focuses sharply on continually 
improving outcomes for the children. All staff reflect continuously on their work 
and swiftly put in place improvements and changes which have a positive impact 
on children's learning. Gaps in children's learning close rapidly and outcomes for 
all children are excellent. 

n Team morale is high. Staff talk with enthusiasm for their work. They feel 
exceedingly well supported by the senior management team and demonstrate 
that their emotional well-being is a high priority. Staff attend a wide range of 
carefully targeted training opportunities to build on their knowledge and 
understanding. For example, some staff have recently returned from a trip to 
Denmark to explore learning outside and have already implemented some 
changes to their outside space. 

n The curriculum is embedded securely and consistently across all areas of 
learning. The dedicated staff have an excellent balance of children's interests 
and adult-led planning within it. Staff work extremely well to understand and 
value all children's individual needs and learning styles. They meticulously plan 
suitably challenging activities that build on the knowledge and skills that children 
have. They ensure that all children make the best possible progress in their 

Inspection report: Woodlands Park Nursery School & Children's Centre
10 December 2019 2



learning. The management and staff team have very high expectations for all 
children. 

n Staff skilfully interact with children. The quality of teaching is superb. Staff place 
high importance on promoting children's communication skills. For example, they 
encourage young children to sing along during 'island time' and they engage in 
lively conversation as they play. Young children focus and concentrate extremely 
well.

n Children form exceedingly strong bonds with their key person and other children 
in their 'family' group'. Home visits ensure children are well known to staff 
before they start and bonds with families are quickly established and well 
maintained. Parents have ample opportunities to talk to staff about their 
children's progress and they share information daily. Children's emotional well-
being is at the heart of staff's practice.  

n Parents talk about the nursery with enthusiasm. They say they 'cannot 
recommend it highly enough' and 'do not have a bad word to say'. Parents 
cherish the experiences their children are having and say that children are 
exceedingly well prepared for their future learning, especially their social skills, 
confidence and self-esteem. 

n Despite their young age, children are remarkably well behaved. They are highly 
motivated in their learning, are resilient and develop can-do attitudes. Children 
play cooperatively together, share and take turns. For example, younger children 
listen and respond well when older children explain about why it is dangerous to 
climb on furniture. 

n Children are active and benefit from superb opportunities to develop and 
maintain a healthy lifestyle. For instance, they have free-flow access to outside 
spaces throughout the day. The outdoor area is extremely well resourced. There 
are a wide range of opportunities on offer for all children to take part in physical 
challenges and learn to manage their own safety. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Children's safety is a priority and deeply embedded into daily practice. Staff are 
extremely vigilant and ensure that the environment is safe and secure. They have 
an extremely secure understanding of their role in safeguarding children, and know 
what to do should they be worried about the welfare or safety of a child. The 
management and staff team respond rapidly to support vulnerable children and 
those with special educational needs and/or disabilities. They ensure that the 
needs of all children are met and exceptionally well supported. Parents give high 
praise for the wealth of professional services which the nursery has easy access to 
from within the children's centre. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY287236

Local authority Haringey

Inspection number 10128420

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 1 to 1

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 23

Name of registered person Woodlands Park Nursery School & Children's 
Centre

Registered person unique 
reference number RP527471

Telephone number 020 8802 0041

Date of previous inspection 16 October 2013

Information about this early years setting

Woodlands Park Nursery School & Children's Centre registered in 2004 and is 
situated in West Green, in the London Borough of Haringey. The nursery is open 
each weekday from 8am to 6pm, all year round. It employs 18 staff to work 
directly within the under two's section of the nursery. Of these, 10 hold relevant 
early years qualifications.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anna Hindhaugh-Feldman
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Inspection activities

n The inspector completed two learning walks, one with the head of setting and 
the other with the room leader, and discussed how the early years provision is 
organised.  

n The inspector held discussions with staff and spoke with children at appropriate 
times during the inspection. 

n Together with the deputy manager, the inspector completed two joint 
evaluations of activities within the nursery.  

n The inspector held a meeting with the senior management team. She looked at 
relevant documents, including evidence of the suitability of staff working in the 
provision.  

n The inspector spoke to a number of parents during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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