
Inspection of Enchanted Wood Pre-
school
38A Bean Road, BEXLEYHEATH, Kent DA6 8HN

Inspection date: 3 December 2019

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The management and staff team are passionate about providing high-quality, 
inclusive care and education for all. Staff successfully provide opportunities for 
children that they may not experience at home. For example, children relish taking 
part in forest school sessions, as they enthusiastically build their own tree from 
sticks to decorate for Christmas.

Children develop strong bonds with the staff, and demonstrate extremely positive 
attitudes and a thirst for learning. They settle in very well and thrive in this 
nurturing, caring and welcoming environment. Children who speak English as an 
additional language and those with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
benefit from the superb initiatives in place. Staff are extremely skilled in making 
every moment a teachable moment. For instance, staff spontaneously ask children 
what makes the leaves fall. Children enthusiastically explain their understanding 
that because it is winter, leaves are still falling from autumn. Staff provide an 
excellent range of very inspiring activities, including opportunities for child-led play. 
Children enjoy this approach to learning and remain highly engaged in tasks. Staff 
are very clear about what children need to learn in order to move them forward in 
their development. Staff use observations skilfully to ensure that children are 
challenged in their learning. All children make excellent progress.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The managers and staff have very high expectations of all children. Staff closely 
monitor children's progress and follow their emerging interests. Staff use this 
information to deliver a highly effective curriculum and a learning environment 
where children flourish. Staff plan for each individual child's learning needs, and 
help them to make the best possible progress. 

n Staff place high importance on promoting children's communication skills. 
Children are extremely motivated, and staff skilfully engage them by using 
natural resources to promote language and expression. Staff have recently 
attended a 'sing and sign' training session, and use this knowledge to support 
children to understand what is happening around them. This supports children's 
well-being and self-esteem.

n Staff help children to develop excellent control and coordination, and to gain 
confidence in their own abilities. For instance, children designed their own 
obstacle course with enthusiasm, and balanced carefully on the different objects. 

n Managers and staff work together seamlessly. Daily evaluation of practice, 
purposeful supervisions and highly focused professional development are skilfully 
aimed at enriching staff's expert knowledge and practice. Staff expertly monitor 
children's level of involvement in activities to inform their evaluation of the 
setting. Managers and staff work hard to maintain their outstanding practice. 
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n Children behave extremely well and, if they get stressed, staff remind them of 
their yoga sessions and breathing techniques. This helps them to explore their 
emotions. During football sessions, children are motivated and enthusiastically 
work together as a team.

n Skilled staff use their expert knowledge of each child to extend learning 
opportunities. For example, when children make soup with mud and leaves in 
the mud kitchen, staff open conversations about different soups they would 
enjoy and are healthy. 

n Parents are expertly involved in all aspects of their children's learning and 
development. Innovative stay-and-play sessions, such as den building, help 
children and parents to gain a sense of what nursery life is like. Parents 
comment positively about the range of experiences, indoors and outdoors, that 
children have at the setting. 

n Children make friends easily and develop a very strong sense of belonging. They 
thoroughly enjoy choosing what to play with. Children are very independent and 
learn to put on their own hats, coats and boots ready for the forest school 
sessions.

n Staff extend children's play ideas. For example, they follow children's interests in 
the story 'We're Going on a Bear Hunt' and readily support children to build a 
cave for the bear to hide in. 

n Staff teach children excellent early literacy skills in innovative and highly 
effective ways. For instance, children immerse themselves in storytelling by 
acting out familiar stories, using a range of resources as props. 

n Staff maximise opportunities to develop children's mathematical skills and make 
learning highly enjoyable. For example, children are excited to compare the 
height of sticks, explaining to staff which is taller. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Children's safety is a priority and deeply embedded into daily practice. Staff are 
extremely vigilant and ensure that the environment is safe and secure. They have 
an extremely secure understanding of their role in safeguarding children. They 
know what to do should they be worried about the welfare or safety of a child. 
Staff and children regularly risk assess the forest school sessions, and children 
clearly understand the rules during the session through the song they sing. The 
managers carry out thorough background checks on all staff as part of the 
recruitment process. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY424187

Local authority Bexley

Inspection number 10128503

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 34

Number of children on roll 50

Name of registered person Sanford, Abigail Esther

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901163

Telephone number 07956 122 864

Date of previous inspection 3 December 2014

Information about this early years setting

Enchanted Wood Pre-school is a privately run setting. It registered in 2011 and is 
situated in Bexleyheath, in the London Borough of Bexley. The pre-school is open 
Monday from 9am to 3.15pm, and Tuesday to Friday from 9am to 1pm, during 
term time only. There are 10 members of staff, all of whom hold appropriate early 
years qualifications. The manager holds a level 6 qualification. The pre-school 
receives funding for the provision of free early education for children aged two, 
three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tracey Murphy
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Inspection activities

n The manager accompanied the inspector on a learning walk to explain how the 
nursery is organised and to share information about the aims of the curriculum.

n The inspector held discussions with both of the managers, staff and a number of 
children at appropriate times during the inspection.

n The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to on the day of the 
inspection.

n The inspector looked at a sample of documents, including evidence of staff 
suitability, their qualifications and training, policies and procedures, health and 
safety records, and self-evaluation documents.

n The inspector and one of the managers jointly observed the quality of teaching 
during a planned activity within the woodland area. The inspector observed 
teaching throughout the day.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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