
Inspection of St Edmunds Pre-School 
Kindergarten
St Edmunds Church Hall, 9 Village Way, BECKENHAM, Kent BR3 3NA

Inspection date: 5 December 2019

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The provider plans a highly inclusive and exciting curriculum that she and staff 
enthusiastically deliver to children. She is meticulous in her use of the space, 
resources and time available, to provide activities in which children rapidly become 
absorbed. All children, including those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities, are extremely settled, confident and motivated to learn. Staff, who set 
out and put away all equipment each day, provide a highly engaging learning 
environment. They know all children and their families extremely well and maintain 
high expectations of what every child can achieve. They continually enable children 
to build on their interests in an exceptionally calm but fun-focused learning 
environment. Even the youngest children concentrate on activities for prolonged 
periods of time. Staff are extremely skilled in helping children to rapidly develop 
their communication, language and mathematical skills. Assessment is thorough 
from the start and staff work with parents and various professionals to help 
children make rapid progress. Children initiate ideas at every opportunity and 
remain highly focused and busy. They develop very close attachments to staff, 
behave impeccably and develop high levels of independence and emotional well-
being. They are more than ready for the next stages in their learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider uses her extensive experience and understanding of how children 
develop to create an excellent learning environment. She meticulously uses the 
views of parents, staff, children and others to improve children's experiences. 
The provider works tirelessly alongside staff. She offers them ongoing 
professional development opportunities and support to continually improve their 
practice. She supports children and their families exceptionally well. Parents say 
they feel the levels of care and learning are excellent and that staff prepare their 
children extremely well for school.

n Staff teach children in a relaxed and remarkably focused way. For example, they 
read stories with excellent expression that captivates all children's interest from 
the start. Children love to join in and help to read stories to the group. They 
choose books that mark the similarities and differences between themselves and 
others, and delight in exploring these together. They show an exemplary sense 
of respect towards one another and learn how to embrace diversity in a naturally 
inclusive way.

n The whole staff team provides highly challenging activities. Children show great 
interest in recognising letters and exploring the sounds that form words. They 
competently use programmable equipment. Staff remind children to think about 
what they did last time to help them complete a computer game. Children use 
words such as 'click' and 'keyboard' as they move the computer mouse. They 
laugh and clap to congratulate themselves when they remember what to do. 
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Staff use such experiences extremely well to teach children about personal 
safety, including through discussions about their use of the internet at home. 

n Staff use ongoing commentary, ask highly interesting questions and sign with 
their hands and fingers to help all children think and respond. For example, they 
ask children to make connections between the shapes they choose for a sticking 
activity and real objects. Children show immense concentration, for instance, as 
they link a rectangle shape to a brick. Staff model and repeat new words, such 
as 'tweezers', 'spikey', and 'sticking', as children practise their hand and finger 
movements. 

n All children show a very mature ability to do things for themselves for their ages 
and stages of development. Even the youngest children spontaneously put their 
chairs away after group activities. Children continually persevere to complete 
tasks, such as fastening their shoes and coats, without prompting. Older children 
offer help to the younger ones where needed. 

n Children show excellent confidence in counting and number recognition. Some 
can count objects correctly to 14 while others recognise numerals up to 10 or 
know exactly how many chairs they need for story time.

n Staff are highly effective in teaching children the benefits of exercise, eating well 
and following excellent hygiene practices. Children are quick to learn, for 
example, as they select highly nutritious snacks with spoons and help 
themselves to water. They spontaneously cough into the crooks of their arms 
and know this helps to prevent the spread of germs.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider and her staff team are highly vigilant and keep up to date with child 
protection issues. They have a highly confident understanding of the signs that 
may indicate a child is at risk of harm and know how to swiftly locate and follow 
procedures for reporting any concerns. The provider engages extremely well with 
her staff team to ensure children are safe and well cared for wherever they go. She 
uses thorough risk assessments to ensure that children can explore and follow 
routines independently, but always within safe boundaries. Staff use all 
opportunities to teach children how to keep themselves and others safe.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY417451

Local authority Bromley

Inspection number 10128495

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 33

Name of registered person Noad, Patricia Mary

Registered person unique 
reference number RP511625

Telephone number 07762 098572

Date of previous inspection 11 January 2013

Information about this early years setting

St Edmunds Pre-School Kindergarten opened in 1977 and has been operating 
under the current owner since 2010. It operates from a church hall in Beckenham, 
Kent. The provider is in receipt of funding for nursery education for children age 
three and four years. The pre-school is open during term time only. It operates 
each Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 9am to 12.15pm and from 12.30pm to 
3.45pm. It is open on a Thursday from 9am to 12.15pm and is closed on Mondays. 
There are currently five staff members who work with the children. Of these, three 
staff have relevant childcare qualifications. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Stephanie Graves
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Inspection activities

n The inspector and the provider had a tour of the premises together and 
discussed how staff use the different areas to help children learn.

n The provider and the inspector completed a joint observation of a planned 
activity and held a leadership discussion. 

n The inspector sampled a range of records and documentation, including records 
used by the provider to determine staff suitability.

n The inspector spoke to staff about their practice and to several parents to gain 
their views about the quality of care and learning.

n The inspector spoke to children about their interests and favourite activities.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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