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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children thoroughly enjoy dressing up in Christmas outfits for their charity event at
pre-school. They learn about the different festivals and cultures celebrated in their
community during the year. They eagerly discuss their different jumpers and learn
new words, for example reindeer and snowman. They practise new songs related
to Christmas and join in enthusiastically with the actions. Their learning is further
extended as they play a wide range of instruments in time to the beat. They are
happy and contented as they cuddle up with staff while they are singing.

Children delight in playing outside in the garden. They are free to explore the many
sensory resources in the mud kitchen and are very well behaved. For example,
they use the large metal whisk and potato masher to stir up pine cones, straw,
leaves and grass husks in saucepans and pots. This sparks their imaginations and
they pretend to make pies and feed them to their dolls. Children are kind to one
another and learn about sharing and taking turns through the support of highly
perceptive staff. Staff embrace children's unique personalities and children are
growing in confidence. Children feel safe and secure as they play.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Children help staff to make play dough in the morning and they use it creatively,
in the home corner, throughout the day. Children relish the opportunity to sieve
and sprinkle flour. They develop their handwriting muscles as they manipulate
the dough. Staff take this opportunity to introduce children to new words. For
example, as they push the dough into containers, children learn the words
'squish’ and 'squeeze'.

B Partnerships with parents are strong. Parents are delighted with the progress
that children are making and the support they receive from the nurturing team
of staff. They compliment staff on how well they help their children to settle
when they first start and the positive influence they have on their children.
However, managers have not fully developed ways for parents to be more
involved in children's learning at home, in order to help children to make even
further progress.

m Staff help children to persevere and challenge themselves through offering
encouragement and support. Staff give children lots of specific praise and
positively reinforce good behaviour. Children know the rules of the pre-school
and happily tidy up and follow instructions well. They are highly motivated to
learn and concentrate on activities for long periods of time. Children are learning
how to manage their self care and staff support their individual needs. They
follow good hygiene routines and eat a healthy snack daily. They make their
own decisions about what they will drink and pour it out themselves.

m Children learn to take risks and challenge themselves physically in the garden.
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For instance, they climb through the pirate ship and over the caterpillar tunnel.
They balance and stretch over the obstacle course and whizz down the big slide.
Younger children make rapid progress on the slide as they start to take big steps
up to the top while they join in the fun. They count the stairs as staff introduce
early mathematical skills into their play throughout the day.

W Staff observe and assess children's progress continuously and plan activities to
close any gaps in their learning. Children learn through their individual interests.
They are highly motivated to explore and investigate in their play. However,
occasionally, staff miss the opportunity to allow children to do even more things
for themselves and develop their independence skills further.

B Managers promote staff development and encourage staff to take on focused
areas of expertise. They ensure that they receive training that precisely supports
these skills. Staff feed back their training to the team at staff meetings and
proactively implement changes to enhance practice. The team works closely
together and senior members share their years of knowledge and skills. Staff are
excellent role models to children in their kind behaviour and positive attitudes.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff fully understand their responsibilities to safeguard children. They are
confident and knowledgeable in identifying and addressing concerns relating to
safeguarding and wider child protection issues. They attend ongoing training to
keep up to date and refresh their knowledge in staff meetings. Staff carry out
rigorous risk assessments daily to ensure that the premises are secure. Managers
conduct safer recruitment procedures and check staff remain suitable in their roles.
New staff complete a thorough induction to confirm their suitability to work with
children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B strengthen opportunities for parents to be more involved in children's learning at
home, in order to help children to make even further progress

W review the planning and organisation of adult-led activities so that children can
do even more things for themselves and develop their independence skills
further.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection nhumber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children
Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY429166

Essex

10074818

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Sessional day care

2to 4

26

43

Little Friends Pre-School Limited

RP530724

01268451045
11 February 2016

Information about this early years setting

Little Friends Pre-School Limited registered in 2011. The pre-school opens Monday
to Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 8.30am to 11.30am and from 12.15pm
to 3.15pm. The pre-school employs eight members of childcare staff. Of these, one
member of staff holds an appropriate early years qualification at level 4, six hold
qualifications at level 3, and one holds a qualification at level 2. The pre-school
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Angela Doherty
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Inspection activities

B The managers and the inspector completed a tour of the pre-school. The
managers explained how the early years provision and curriculum are organised.

B The inspector observed a range of activities, indoors and outdoors, and assessed
the quality of teaching and the impact on children's learning.

W The inspector and the managers observed and discussed the quality of a
planned and spontaneous activity.

B The inspector spoke to parents during gate inspection and took into account
their views.

B A sample of documentation, including staff suitability records and pre-school
policies and procedures, was seen by the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofst

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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