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Inspection date: 4 December 2019

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are extremely settled, happy and content in this Montessori nursery 
setting. They form extremely close and caring relationships with the staff and with 
each other. Children enter the nursery confidently, clearly demonstrating their 
understanding of the routines and simple rules. They enthusiastically participate in 
the morning register and circle time, answering clearly to their name, sometimes 
with a 'bonjour'. 

Children are extremely keen and eager learners. They ask their key persons if they 
can do their 'work' and excitedly write in their books or practise drawing around 
shapes. Children use advanced mathematical language, for example they talk 
about 'cuboids' and 'cylinders'. They discuss whether any of the wooden blocks and 
shapes roll. They know that some do not roll because they have sides and corners. 

Children make exceptional progress from their starting points. Staff have extremely 
high expectations for them, based on their knowledge and information about each 
child. Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities and those who 
speak English as an additional language are superbly supported. Key persons know 
the children extremely well and seek appropriate interventions to help them to 
continue making extensive progress in their learning. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Parents speak extremely highly of the nursery and the superb support the staff 
give them and their children. They comment on how the provider and staff get 
to know the whole family and support them in ways that go over and above 
expectations. 

n Children are articulate speakers. They share conversations about their interests, 
home life and the things they like doing at the setting. Children engage in 
purposeful discussions with staff. 

n Children learn the concept of positional language. For example they practise 
placing small items on, under, behind and in front of other items. They 
proficiently follow the staff's directions and answer questions, such as 'where is 
the dog?'. Children show real pleasure in their achievements as staff praise and 
encourage them, for both trying and getting it correct. 

n Children have excellent opportunities to develop their early reading skills. For 
example, they choose small items from a box and find the appropriate letters to 
spell the name of the object, such as 'dog' and 'bag'. Staff extend children's 
understanding and thinking further by adding a description, such as 'black bag' 
and 'small black bag'. 

n Children excitedly enjoy a movement activity to music. They follow staff's 
instructions proficiently, collecting an exercise mat and finding a space to stand 
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so that they can participate freely. They stretch up high, touch their toes and 
pretend to ride a bicycle, as staff read a story to gentle background music. The 
session ends with some mindfulness exercises to relax and calm the children. 

n Children develop a secure understanding of how to keep themselves safe and 
healthy. They know the importance of washing their hands before touching food 
and when they have played outside. Children enjoy fresh air and exercise daily 
when they play in the extensive garden. 

n Children are provided with rich opportunities to learn about other people's 
cultures and differing needs. They learn about a range of festivals and special 
celebrations. For example, they participate in creative activities and use a range 
of books to help them to learn about the background to the celebration.  

n Staff help children to express their emotional needs superbly. They use a range 
of resources to help children to talk about how they are feeling, what things 
make them happy and why they might be sad. Some of the resources are colour 
coded to relate to various emotions, such as red for anger. 

n Children show kindness towards each other. For example, they help each other 
to reach a piece of equipment on the other side of the table. Staff help children 
to solve problems and understand each other's feelings. For example, they 
encourage them to tell each other how another person's actions make them feel. 

n Staff are superbly supported by an extremely ambitious and professional 
provider. They are provided with excellent opportunities to review the quality of 
their work, for example, through their regular supervision meetings. They 
undertake a wide range of training to help them to build continuously on their 
knowledge and expertise.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider and staff demonstrate extensive knowledge of safeguarding. They 
show a thorough understanding of the signs and symptoms of abuse that might 
alert them to a child's safety being compromised, including radicalisation. Staff 
update their safeguarding knowledge frequently, for example, through training and 
research. The provider stays abreast of changes to safeguarding procedures and 
guidance. The provider has robust procedures for recruiting new staff and ensuring 
that appropriate suitability checks are carried out before the person begins working 
at the setting. New staff also complete a thorough induction programme to ensure 
that they are knowledgeable about the setting's policies and procedures, including 
safeguarding. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY478002

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10127410

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 23

Name of registered person Orchard Cottage Montessori Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904794

Telephone number 01206 825607

Date of previous inspection 9 September 2015

Information about this early years setting

Orchard Cottage Montessori Nursery registered in 2014. The nursery employs four 
members of childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications 
at level 3 or above. The manager holds qualified teacher status. The nursery opens 
from Monday to Friday, during term time only. Sessions are from 9am to 4pm. The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lynn Hughes

Inspection activities

n The inspector completed a learning walk with the provider and discussed how 
the setting is used to enhance the curriculum.

n The inspector observed the children and staff, including adult-led activities. She 
discussed the impact of these on children with the provider. 

n The inspector looked at documentation relating to the qualifications and 
suitability of staff.

n The inspector spoke to children at appropriate times.
n The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to at the time of the 

inspection and through written feedback. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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