
Inspection of Kiddy Academy Day 
Nursery
Lowerson Road, Liverpool, Merseyside L11 8LW

Inspection date: 29 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff work closely with parents. This helps children to settle well when they start 
and when they move up to the next room. Children bring their comforters, such as 
special blankets, from home, which helps them to feel emotionally secure. Staff 
handle children's behaviour consistently, explaining how to behave appropriately so 
children learn to manage their own behaviour. Children enjoy activities such as 
yoga to help them develop a sense of well-being. 

Staff know the children well. They build effectively on what children already know 
and can do to help them to make good progress. Children have access to a broad 
range of resources in each room, which enables them to follow their interests and 
initiate their own play. They actively explore and investigate interesting items and 
develop the key skills needed for future learning. Babies and children enjoy a range 
of sensory play experiences which help to develop the finger skills they need for 
writing. They manipulate dough and run their fingers through foam, water, sand 
and paint. Staff help children to recognise the shapes and letters being formed 
while making marks with sticks in a cornflour, glitter and water mix. Children 
confidently talk to each other, staff and visitors. They hear new words skilfully 
introduced by staff and use them as they play. Managers are working closely with 
staff to build up their individual and team performance. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager meets regularly with the company's wider leadership and 
management team to share knowledge and ideas. They identify what the 
nursery does well and where improvements can be made. They seek the views 
of children, parents and staff to help build on the quality of the setting. They are 
steadily reviewing all their procedures to help reduce the burden of paperwork 
for staff and are developing the outdoor area to provide greater opportunities 
for learning. 

n The nursery has moved to this site from another site. A few of the staff 
members have been recently employed or promoted. They are being supported 
to improve their performance through an effective buddy system and careful 
identification of their training needs. Although staff are developing their 
effectiveness as a team, individually they know each child well and are aware of 
each child's specific learning target.

n Staff identify and regularly check what children know and can do. They make 
good use of this information to help identify any gaps in children's learning and 
make plans to close them. They actively seek support for children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities. Additional funding and good partnership 
working with parents and other professionals help to support children effectively. 

n Parents are increasingly well informed about the nursery and their children's 
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progress. They exchange information verbally and through online systems. They 
are invited to 'stay-and-play days' which enable them to see what their children 
are doing and learning. Parents speak positively about how much their children 
enjoy attending and the good progress they are making. Staff agree what each 
child needs to learn next with their parents. To prepare children for toilet-
training, staff make good use of dolls and accessories such as potties during role 
play so children know what to do. 

n Overall, children behave well for their age and stage of development. On 
occasion, they become distracted in whole-group activities when staff do not 
organise the group well enough before starting the activity.

n Children are keen investigators. Staff enable children to handle and explore a 
wide range of different items, which also helps them to build up good physical 
skills and hand-to-eye coordination. For example, skilfully supported by a staff 
member, a baby concentrates well as she picks up small pom-poms. An older 
child walks proudly around the room while carefully balancing a potato on a role-
play spatula. 

n Staff support children to talk about the similarities and differences between 
themselves and others effectively. One way they do this is to display good-
quality photographs of the pre-school children's eyes so children can identify 
each other. Children also make regular visits to the local care home, which helps 
them to learn about the people in their community.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Nearly all staff are trained in paediatric first aid and child protection. They know 
the signs and symptoms that may indicate a child is at risk of harm and how to 
report concerns. Safeguarding information is displayed around the nursery, 
providing staff with swift access to procedures when required. Regular checks, 
indoors and outdoors, by staff and other agencies, such as pest control, help to 
keep the building safe. Suitable recruitment, vetting and induction procedures help 
to ensure staff's suitability to work with children. Required staffing ratios are met 
and procedures to ensure children's safety are followed indoors and outdoors.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen staff's teamworking skills to help raise the quality of the provision to 
an even higher level

n refine the planning and organisation of whole-group activities to ensure children 
are settled and ready to engage in learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2510555

Local authority Liverpool

Inspection number 10131008

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 6

Total number of places 83

Number of children on roll 54

Name of registered person Tynwald Hill Day Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904510

Telephone number 07793133565

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Kiddy Academy Day Nursery registered in 2018. The nursery employs 12 members 
of childcare staff. Of these, one holds an appropriate early years qualification at 
level 2, seven hold qualifications at level 3, and two hold qualifications at level 6. 
The nursery opens Monday to Friday from 7.30am until 6pm, all year. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lynne Naylor
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Inspection activities

n The inspector had a tour of all the areas of the nursery.
n Two joint observations were carried out by the inspector and the nursery 

manager.
n The inspector held discussions with the provider, staff, children and parents at 

appropriate times during the inspection.
n A meeting was held between the inspector and the nursery manager.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including evidence of staff's 

suitability and training.
n The views of children and parents spoken to on the day were taken into 

account.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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