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Inspection date: 3 December 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The dedicated manager and enthusiastic staff work together as a well-oiled team. 
They are very caring and calm and create a loving, nurturing environment. All 
children demonstrate how happy, safe and settled they feel as they explore the 
stimulating pre-school with great confidence. They eagerly take part in a wide 
range of experiences, such as wrapping presents, making play dough and creating 
artwork 'masterpieces'. Children engage very well, persevere through challenges 
and show high levels of motivation in their learning. They quickly gain the skills 
needed for the next stage in their learning.

Although the pre-school is affiliated with the Christian church, the manager and 
staff welcome and include all cultures and religions and celebrate diversity. They 
create a fully inclusive atmosphere and support children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities extremely well. Staff make great use of the expertise of 
local inclusion services and use highly successful strategies to identify and close 
gaps in children's learning.

Overall, staff have high expectations for children and get to know them very well. 
They provide a broad curriculum that supports children to explore their local 
community, meet their individual next steps and engage in valuable life 
experiences. For example, children grow and harvest vegetables, visit places of 
interest in the community and explore local nature and wildlife. This helps to ignite 
their fascination in the world around them.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff assess and monitor children's development closely and 
confidently talk about the progress children are making. They work together to 
plan an exciting range of experiences to build on what children know and can 
do. For example, children carefully named and measured ingredients as they 
made dough and counted how many of each they needed. Staff extended their 
learning very well, and encouraged children to describe the dough as they made 
it and decided what they needed to do next. 

n The manager and her deputy are very passionate and experienced, and they 
want all children to thrive and reach their full potential. They actively identify 
any gaps in children's knowledge and focus on providing a rich set of 
experiences. For example, they organise exciting pre-school trips to local farms, 
ensuring all children and families can attend, regardless of financial 
circumstances. They also focus heavily on outdoor play and ensure the garden is 
full of diverse and challenging activities for children with limited access to the 
outdoors. For example, children thoroughly enjoy exploring sand, water and 
creative play outside, as well as their physical play.
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n Staff are strong role models and consistently teach children to respect and 
consider each other's feelings, as well as how to stay safe, for instance when 
using scissors. However, they have not yet focused on how to support children's 
understanding of the potential risks involved with using the internet to help 
children keep themselves safe online.

n Staff's highly nurturing approach helps them to build excellent bonds with all 
children, who show high levels of self-esteem and confidence in their abilities.  
Children proudly stand in front of the group to talk about special items from 
home and enjoy challenges, such as making train tracks and building structures 
with different shapes. 

n The manager leads her staff by example and spends a lot of time with them and 
the children, modelling best practice. She provides staff with good support and 
staff feel very valued. However, the manager has not ensured that staff have 
regular supervision meetings and has not precisely focused on how to raise their 
good quality further. Occasionally, staff overly direct children's play and do not 
make the best use of their interactions with children to offer further challenge 
and fully extend their learning.

n Children gain a wide range of skills that prepare them very well for future 
learning. They are very creative and imaginative and delight in developing their 
ideas. For example, they eagerly fill up their ride-on vehicles with 'petrol' at the 
role-play garage and enjoy using a train set to 'take the passengers on holiday'. 
Children are very physically active and show great balance, coordination and 
strength. They skilfully learn to ride bicycles with stabilisers, use challenging 
climbing equipment and carefully walk along tyres and crates. All children are 
inquisitive, determined and enthusiastic learners.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager ensures that all staff have a thorough understanding of how to 
identify potential signs and symptoms of abuse and the procedures they would use 
to report any concerns. This helps to support the welfare of children. The manager 
uses effective recruitment processes to guarantee the suitability of staff who work 
directly with the children. Staff receive consistent training and opportunities to 
update their knowledge of wider and changing safeguarding issues, such as 
protecting children from extreme views and behaviour. They vigilantly ensure a 
safe and secure environment for children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n monitor and support staff performance more regularly and rigorously to help 
identify precisely how to raise practice to the highest level
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n focus more on how to build children's understanding of the potential risks when 
using the internet and how to support their own safety online.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY430996

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10128747

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 36

Name of registered person
Fish & Bricks Pre-School at Gateway Baptist 
Church Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP530828

Telephone number 07791 662578

Date of previous inspection 15 January 2016

Information about this early years setting

Fish and Bricks PreSchool registered in 2011. It operates from a series of rooms in 
the Gateway Baptist Church in Burgess Hill, West Sussex. The pre-school opens 
five days a week during term time, from 8.15am to 1.15pm. The provider receives 
funding to provide free early education for children aged two, three and four years. 
The pre-school employs 11 staff members, including the manager. Of these, six 
staff hold appropriate early years qualifications, including one with qualified teacher 
status.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Ben Parsons
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Inspection activities

n The inspector was given a tour of the pre-school by the manager and carried out 
a learning walk to discuss the curriculum.

n The manager and the inspector discussed the play activities and children's 
learning during the inspection and undertook a joint observation of an activity.

n The views and opinions of the staff, children and parents were taken into 
account during the inspection.

n The inspector observed children's play, indoors and outside, and assessed the 
impact of staff teaching.

n The inspector sampled some of the setting's documentation, including staff 
suitability records.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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