
Inspection of Priory Foundation 
Learning Centre (Owlets)
Langney Sports Club, Priory Road, EASTBOURNE, East Sussex BN23 7QH

Inspection date: 3 December 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive at nursery with enthusiasm and an eagerness to play and learn. 
They greet their friends and the staff warmly and politely, and quickly engage in 
their chosen activities. Good attention is paid towards keeping children safe and 
secure. Staff fully understand their duties to protect children from harm. Teaching 
is good and children make good progress in their learning and development. 
Assessment is used well to target children's specific learning needs. Staff are 
dedicated to making sure every child achieves well and reaches their full potential. 
Children who need extra help catch up quickly with their friends and leave nursery 
confident and ready for school.

Children behave well. They are kind and respectful to their friends and readily 
demonstrate good manners as they play and share with one another. Staff are 
positive role models and help children to resolve any disagreements calmly and 
effectively. Children become increasingly independent and learn to take care of 
their own needs, with staff on hand to support when needed. For example, children 
enjoy helping themselves to snack in the nursery's 'Snack Café'. They choose their 
own activities during designated parts of the day and learn well alongside their 
friends during adult-led group times. In the main, these occasions are used well to 
challenge children in their learning. However, sometimes children's learning is 
interrupted due to the current structure of the daily routine.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities make particularly good 
progress in their learning. Staff work closely with parents and other agencies 
involved to make sure children's priority learning needs are fully understood and 
planned for.

n Teaching is good overall and takes account of children's abilities and interests. 
For example, younger children enjoyed replicating the patterns of rainbows with 
coloured fruits. Older children delighted in recalling the story of 'The Three Billy 
Goats Gruff' through role play and by making their own puppets.

n Creative activities support children's learning well. For example, children made 
butterfly pictures to help them understand the concept of symmetry. They 
measured a number of items with blocks and recorded their findings in different 
charts to reflect their growing understanding of mathematics.

n Staff work well together. Under the strong leadership team, they fulfil their 
responsibilities well. They form close attachments to the children and develop a 
close bond with local families. 

n Parents speak highly of the nursery. One parent praised the calibre of the staff 
and said, 'I totally trust them with my child'. Another said, 'I would not send my 
child anywhere else'. Parents confirmed they felt fully involved in their children's 
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learning and development and that they enjoyed attending the regular 'stay-
and-play' sessions with their children. 

n The curriculum is planned well and offers a broad range of learning experiences 
for children. Full use is made of the local area to help children understand the 
community where they live. For example, children travel on the bus to the 
supermarket and buy food for their snacks. They visit the harbour and learn 
about the work of fishermen. Staff use these outings well to promote children's 
learning and help them develop an understanding of the wider world.

n Leaders monitor the quality of practice closely. They talk to staff regularly and 
help them reflect on their practice. Training and development opportunities are 
used well to provide staff with additional skills to support children's learning. For 
example, some staff have completed specific training to support the children 
who need extra help with their speech and language development. This has had 
a very positive impact and parents have seen the improvements.

n Staff are kind and caring towards children. They actively promote children's 
independence and the development of strong emotional well-being. Children 
become increasingly adept at taking care of their own needs and making their 
own choices. Children show curiosity and interest in activities and engage and 
concentrate well, particularly when learning outside.

n At times, the routine is very structured and this hinders children's learning. 
Children who prefer to play outside have fewer opportunities to explore this area 
freely. On occasions, staff step in too quickly when asking children questions. 
This does not give children sufficient time to think before they respond, and 
stops the flow of conversation between children and adults.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Children are kept safe in the setting because staff fully understand their role in 
safeguarding. They have completed relevant training and know how to respond 
quickly to any concerns they may have about a child's well-being. All areas of the 
premises used by children are safe and secure. Children learn useful safety 
routines, such as being careful when using the stairs down to the cloakroom. 
Outside, children know which areas they can use, and good supervision levels help 
to ensure that no child can leave the premises unsupervised.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review the structure of the daily routine to ensure children benefit from longer 
times to become absorbed in their chosen activities

n make better provision for children who prefer to learn outside
n allow children more thinking space and time to respond when being questioned 
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by, or engaging in conversation with, staff.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY551183

Local authority East Sussex

Inspection number 10130902

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 36

Name of registered person Owlets Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP552473

Telephone number 07745347352

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Priory Foundation Learning Centre, known locally as Owlets Nursery School, 
opened in 2003 and re-registered in 2017. It operates from Langney Sports Club in 
Eastbourne, East Sussex. The nursery opens five days a week during school term 
times. Sessions are from 8.30am to 4.30pm on Monday to Thursday, and from 
8.30am to 1pm on Friday. The nursery provides funded early education for children 
aged two, three and four years. There are six members of staff, all of whom hold 
appropriate early years qualifications. The manager is a qualified teacher.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jo Caswell
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Inspection activities

n The inspector carried out observations of nursery practice with the manager 
during the inspection.

n A leadership discussion took place between the inspector, the nursery owner, 
the manager and deputy manager to assess how well senior staff monitor the 
quality of practice.

n Some documentation was checked, including confirmation of staff suitability 
checks, the attendance register, staff training files and the safeguarding records.

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection and talked about what 
they liked doing at nursery.

n Parents shared their feedback and views on the nursery with the inspector at the 
beginning of the morning session.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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