
Inspection of Mini Explorers Play 
School Ltd
Sence Valley Forest Park, IBSTOCK, Leicestershire LE67 6NW

Inspection date: 4 December 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy spending most of their day outdoors either in the pre-school garden 
or in the forest site. They explore and investigate the natural environment. Children 
have unique opportunities to manage and take risks when they use tools. Staff 
show and explain to children how to use a bow saw to cut wood safely. This 
contributes to children's understanding of how to use tools safely. Children show 
good hand and eye coordination when they use a hammer to tap nails into wood 
and use tools to take bark off wood.

Children generally arrive happy and, if they are upset, staff are quick to support 
them. For example, staff distract children. Staff show children pictures and talk to 
them about other children they see. This successfully helps children to settle 
quickly.  

Staff have high expectations of children's learning. They follow children's interests 
and plan experiences to extend children's development. For example, when 
children cut tree branches, staff talk to them about how they can find out the age 
of a tree. This helps children to develop their understanding of the resources they 
use.  

Children behave well and show kindness to staff and their friends. They talk to staff 
about their needs and wishes and show that they are emotionally secure. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff support children to follow personal hygiene routines. For example, they ask 
them to wash their hands prior to eating. Children understand why they need to 
wash their hands and say that it is because, 'There are germs that you cannot 
see.' 

n The manager closely monitors the progress children make and ensures that 
children receive a good quality of education. Staff use the curriculum to provide 
small-group activities to help close any gaps in learning and to provide children 
with the best start in early education. Children sit and listen to staff during group 
times and follow instructions. Staff ask children a good range of questions and 
give them time to respond. This helps children to develop their thinking skills 
and confidence in speaking. 

n Parents comment positively about their children's experiences at the pre-school. 
They say that they like how staff interact with children and that their children 
bring things home that they have made, such as a 'wreath made from wood' and 
'people made from tree bark'. 

n Staff extend their professional development. They attend forest school training. 
This helps to deepen their understanding of how to enhance learning 
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experiences for children outdoors. An example of this is when staff ask children 
to throw leaves in the air. Children squeal in excitement and show awe and 
wonder as they watch them fall.

n Staff help children to learn how they can keep themselves safe when they are in 
the natural environment. For example, when children see mushrooms growing 
on the ground, staff explain that they must not touch them because it may make 
them poorly. Children listen and follow instructions. 

n The manager works closely with schools that children will attend. She invites 
teachers to see the children in the pre-school. The manager exchanges 
information about children's individual needs and abilities with teachers. This 
contributes to consistency in children's learning. 

n Staff do not consistently help all children to learn about the potential risks when 
they use technology. 

n Staff find out about children's interests when they first start. This helps them to 
provide activities and experiences that they know children enjoy, encouraging 
them to settle. However, staff do not use information gathered from parents, 
about children's prior learning and abilities, effectively enough to help plan more 
precisely for children's development when they first start. 

n Staff support children to develop their mathematical skills. For example, when 
younger children play with a parachute, staff ask them to move it 'up and down' 
and from 'side to side'. This helps children to develop their knowledge of 
positional language. Children think about how they can solve problems in their 
play. Older children complete jigsaw puzzles on their own. Staff support younger 
children. For example, they offer them ideas and suggestions about ways to turn 
the pieces around. 

n Staff provide opportunities for children to develop their communication, 
language and literacy skills effectively. For example, they help them to recognise 
the sounds at the beginning of words. Children show a positive attitude to 
learning and say 'spider', 'star fish' and 'scissors'. This helps them to develop 
their vocabulary and to recognise sounds that represent letters of the alphabet. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have a good understanding of the signs of abuse and where 
to report concerns about children's welfare. The manager understands her 
responsibility to work with other agencies to promote children's safety. She uses 
robust recruitment procedures to make sure that staff are suitable in their roles. 
Furthermore, she checks staff's ongoing suitability to work with children. 
Information is obtained from parents about children's dietary and medical needs. 
The manager makes sure that all staff are aware of these. This helps to promote 
children's good health. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n explore ways of helping children to develop their knowledge of the potential 
risks when they use technical devices to access the internet

n use information gathered from parents about children's prior learning and 
achievements to plan more precisely for children when they first start. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY486615

Local authority Leicestershire 

Inspection number 10076433

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 42

Number of children on roll 60

Name of registered person Mini Explorers Play School Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP534382

Telephone number 07739 026528

Date of previous inspection 11 January 2016

Information about this early years setting

Mini Explorers Play School Ltd registered in 2015 and is situated in Ibstock. The 
pre-school employs nine members of childcare staff. Of these, seven hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3, one holds a qualification at level 5, 
and the manager holds qualified teacher status. The pre-school opens from 
Monday to Friday during term time only. Sessions are from 9am until 3pm. The 
pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Hayley Ruane
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Inspection activities

n The inspector had a tour of all areas of the pre-school.
n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities, indoors and 

outdoors, including the forest area. She assessed the impact this has on 
children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection.  
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the pre-school manager.
n A meeting was held between the inspector and the pre-school manager. The 

inspector reviewed a sample of documents. This included evidence about staff 
suitability and training. 

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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