
Inspection of Coalbrookdale & 
Ironbridge Nursery
Coalbrookdale And Ironbridge Nursery, Dale End, Coalbrookdale, Telford TF8 7DS

Inspection date: 26 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff regularly observe children and successfully plan for what they need to learn 
next. Children are consistently engrossed in their play. For example, children 
pretend to sit in an imaginary vehicle, with one of them holding a pretend wooden 
steering wheel and both of them wearing plastic police hats. They laugh together 
and talk to each other about the roles that they are playing. Additionally, children 
use their senses to explore a range of different-coloured jellies. They manipulate 
the jelly with their fingers, use spoons to fill containers and mix the jelly using 
rotary whisks. During such activities, staff develop children's knowledge about the 
texture of the jelly and reinforce concepts such as empty and full and colour 
mixing. Children have good opportunities to develop their hand-to-eye 
coordination. For instance, they retrieve objects from the water with aquarium 
nets. Children are eager and excited as they join in with repeated phrases and 
actions from the story book. This helps them to develop their understanding of 
language. Children persevere and solve problems as they complete the jigsaw 
puzzles. They are happy, self-assured and interact freely and enthusiastically with 
one another and staff.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The joint managers construct an exciting curriculum that promotes sensory play 
and challenge across all the areas of learning. Staff provide a supportive role in 
children's learning and help them to achieve goals that are slightly above their 
ability. For example, they consistently model new skills and support children as 
they attempt to accomplish these. Staff recognise and celebrate children's 
successes with them, thereby developing their confidence.

n Staff skilfully and enthusiastically implement daily literacy sessions for children. 
Children are beginning to recognise letters and their sounds. Some older children 
are confident at writing their own names.

n Children experience exciting, regular hands-on learning at the on-site school 
small woodland area. This provides them with exciting opportunities to explore 
with their senses and to take manageable risks in their play. For example, 
children climb trees, build dens, play with the mud and scramble up the bank 
and then slide down it. 

n Staff have attended training on how to support early education for two-year-olds 
effectively. As a result, staff have a good understanding of the fluctuating 
emotional and physical needs of younger children and support them well.

n Staff have attended equality and inclusion training. Consequently, they skilfully 
help children to learn about the similarities and differences in people. For 
example, children explore multicultural festivals throughout the year and play 
with a range of toys and resources that positively reflect diversity. 

n Partnerships with parents, other professionals and schools are strong. The 
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nursery seeks the views of parents, children and staff. This helps to identify 
effective targets and drive forward ongoing improvements that benefit the 
children attending.

n Parents can choose for their child to have a hot, nutritious meal in the on-site 
school dinner hall, and staff provide children with healthy snacks and drinks. 
Staff work well as a team and act as good role models for the children. They 
have high expectations and skilfully support children to follow the rules. Children 
behave well and show a high regard for one another. 

n The joint managers make sure that staff receive regular individual support 
meetings where they can seek advice, discuss their key children and talk about 
their workloads and future training requirements. This helps to make sure that 
teaching is consistently good and to successfully prepare children for the next 
stage in their learning, such as school.

n Staff support children in using a variety of communication strategies. However, 
some staff do not always fully encourage children to express their thoughts and 
ideas.  

n Staff inform parents about the progress their child is making across all the areas 
of learning. However, not all parents are provided with as much information as 
possible about how they can best support their child's learning at home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

One of the managers regularly attends designated safeguarding lead network 
meetings. This helps her to keep up to date with developing safeguarding 
practices. All staff have a good knowledge of the signs that may indicate a child is 
at risk of abuse or neglect. They are aware of the correct procedures to follow if 
they have any concerns about a child's welfare. There are effective recruitment and 
induction procedures in place to ensure staff's suitability to work with children. 
Staff plan opportunities for children to learn about how to keep themselves safe. 
For example, under close supervision, children practise road safety skills on real 
roads. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop the use of techniques that encourage children to talk and express 
themselves, so that their language and communication skills are fully enhanced 
throughout the day

n expand the information provided to all parents about how they can support their 
child's learning at home, so that children make the best possible progress.

Inspection report: Coalbrookdale & Ironbridge Nursery
26 November 2019 3



Setting details
Unique reference number EY549000

Local authority Telford & Wrekin 

Inspection number 10113288

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 24

Name of registered person Coalbrookdale And Ironbridge Nursery CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number RP548999

Telephone number 01952 433325

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Coalbrookdale & Ironbridge Nursery registered in 1977 and re-registered in 2017 
when it converted to a charitable incorporated organisation. It is situated within 
Coalbrookdale and Ironbridge CofE Primary School. The nursery employs four 
members of childcare staff. Of these, all hold appropriate early years qualifications 
at level 2 or above, including one at level 4 and one at level 6. The nursery 
operates all year round from 8am until 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank 
holidays and one week at Christmas. It provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children. Older children attend the holiday playscheme 
offered by the nursery, as required.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Linda Yates
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Inspection activities

n The inspector and the manager completed a 'learning walk' across all the areas 
of the nursery to understand how the curriculum is organised.

n A joint observation of an activity was carried out by the inspector and the 
manager.

n The inspector held discussions with staff and evaluated how well they assess 
children's progress and plan for the next steps in their learning.

n The inspector held a meeting with the manager. She looked at relevant 
documentation, such as evidence of the suitability of staff working in the 
nursery.

n The inspector took account of the views of parents and children spoken to on 
the day.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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