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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children have a wonderful time in this superbly run club. They arrive from their 
classrooms with genuine enthusiasm and greet staff with happy smiles. Children 
have a real say in the resources and activities on offer. They add their ideas to the 
'ideas board' and staff do their utmost to meet children's wishes. For example, a 
recent interest in 'Harry Potter' has led to a range of themed activities about 
magical things. Children use their imaginations as they construct three-dimensional 
models from card, paper & colourful stickers. They eagerly roam the outdoor areas, 
using torches when it is too dark to see.

Children demonstrate a good sense of belonging. They develop strong friendships 
with each other. The youngest children have an older 'buddy' to look after them. 
This gives them confidence and encourages them to join in with activities from the 
outset. Older children show respect for younger ones; they look after them and 
involve them in their games. Children learn how to care for other living things as, 
for example, they take turns to look after the club's two guinea pigs. They 
undertake responsible tasks, such as cleaning the cage and freshening food and 
water. Staff interact very well with children. They provide attentive support when 
asked and give children the space they need to play freely and enjoy themselves. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers and staff have established close links with the school. Several staff 
members work in school, which gives children a good sense of continuity. 
Younger children have online learning records that are shared between school, 
parents and the club. This helps the club to offer complementary activities that 
helps children consolidate what they learn in school and at home. 

n Children have wonderfully rich experiences outdoors. They thoroughly enjoy 
playing with the innovative equipment in the club garden, such as the water 
pump. Staff and children play imaginary games, such as building a pretend fire 
with wood, material and coloured lights. Children have regular times to visit a 
local country park, where they explore woodland and learn about nature. 

n Parents express their delight with the club. They clearly value it highly and say it 
gives them 'peace of mind' when they are at work. Staff offer new parents 
settling-in visits through the summer, so children starting in September know 
what to expect. Staff work well with school staff to make sure relevant 
information is shared, such as absences or accidents. 

n The committee and managers support this well-qualified staff team extremely 
well. There is a strong sense of camaraderie between all those involved and 
morale is high. Robust recruitment and supervision procedures help to ensure 
staff are suitable. Staff have an excellent understanding of their roles and 
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responsibilities. Their relationships with children are exceptional. 
n Children's well-being and physical health are promoted very well. Staff teach 

children about the importance of healthy food choices and provide an amazing 
selection of fruits and vegetables. Children choose their menus using healthy-
eating guidance. They offer the inspector a taste of the pizzas, which they say, 
'are delicious'. Staff support children to attend dance and sports clubs offered by 
the school and encourage them to be active. For example, children follow the 
'Harry Potter' yoga programme. 

n Children develop their understanding of religions, cultures and traditional events. 
They learn about Remembrance Day and write their thoughts on a whiteboard. 
Staff introduce children to the Diwali celebration and invite parents in to share 
their own experiences. Books, posters and planned activities help children to 
understand how other communities live. 

n Children understand and follow the golden rules for behaviour at the club. Staff 
reward children positively with praise when they show kind and helpful attitudes. 
For achievements that are 'over and above' what is expected, children have 
awards given out in front of their friends, to give them a special sense of pride. 
Staff place a good sense of trust on children knowing their boundaries, such as 
where they can go, or not go, when they are outside. Nonetheless, they 
supervise children effectively to keep them safe. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff have all received frequent training to help them to meet their 
safeguarding responsibilities. They share any new information at team meetings to 
keep their knowledge up to date. Safeguarding leads have close links with the 
school to appropriately share information that helps to keep children safe. Staff 
teach children how to keep themselves safe online and are alert to changes in their 
behaviour that suggest they are at risk. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY547274

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10104316

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children 4 to 12

Total number of places 47

Number of children on roll 191

Name of registered person Whittlesford Out Of School Club CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number RP547273

Telephone number 01223 495565

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Whittlesford Out of School Club re-registered in 2017 and is operated as a not-for-
profit organisation. Opening times are 7.30am to 9am and 3.10pm to 6pm each 
weekday during term times. In school holidays, the club opens from 7.45am to 
6pm, subject to parental demand. The club employs 16 members of staff. Of these, 
eight hold relevant qualifications at level 2 and 3. One member of staff holds 
qualified teacher status. Three staff members work exclusively for the holiday club. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Veronica Sharpe

Inspection activities

n The inspector spoke with staff, children and parents during the inspection.
n The inspector looked at essential documents, such as evidence of the suitability 

of staff, and their professional development. 
n The inspector spoke with representatives of the management committee about 

their roles and how they monitor the quality of provision. 
n The inspector observed children and their interactions with staff throughout the 

inspection. 

Inspection report: Whittlesford Out Of School Club
21 November 2019 4



We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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