
Inspection of Stonecroft Day Nursery
11 High Street, Bristol BS49 4JD

Inspection date: 26 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff gather useful information about children before they start at the nursery. This 
helps them provide a tailored approach to meet children's individual needs and 
helps children settle easily and quickly. Staff know the children very well and 
provide a warm welcome. Children arrive happy and eager to play with their 
friends. They are thrilled to see their special key person and jump into their arms 
on arrival. Children behave well and are kind to each other. Older and younger 
children come together at different times of the day. This helps them become 
familiar with all the staff who work across different rooms. 

The staff team is committed to providing the best possible care and learning for 
children and to keeping them safe. Staff have a strong focus on promoting 
children's language and literacy. They take a genuine interest in what children say 
and allow them time to think and speak. This helps children become confident 
talkers. The premises are wheelchair accessible. Staff actively welcome children 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities. They provide excellent support 
for these children to ensure they make the best possible progress in their 
development and learning. Staff liaise effectively with other professionals to make 
sure that children have appropriate support to help them access the curriculum. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Parents are extremely complimentary about the wonderful support and consider 
the nursery as part of their 'extended family'. Parents value the information that 
is shared daily about their children's learning and development. They report that 
their children teach them songs and rhymes that they have learned at nursery. 
Parents state that their children are always happy to go to nursery and that the 
staff are 'welcoming and genuinely caring'.

n The manager has an accurate view of what works well. She provides support 
and guidance for staff and encourages them to access training to continually 
improve their professional development. Staff feel valued and appreciated by the 
manager and owner.

n There is a 'no outdoor shoes' policy in the baby room, which helps stop the 
spread of germs as babies crawl. Staff make sure babies' home routines are 
followed. They are monitored when they sleep, and bedding is changed for each 
baby. The room is organised so that babies have plenty of space to cruise and 
move with walkers. Babies enjoy exploring sensory play, such as shaving foam.

n Toddlers enjoy stories and singing songs in their 'cosy den'. Staff encourage 
children to be independent and support them to put on wellington boots and 
coats when they play outside in all weathers. Staff support children with their 
small-muscle skills when they use jigsaw puzzles. Children benefit from ample 
opportunities to play with sand and water. 
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n Pre-school children learn good manners. They say 'please' and 'thank you' and 
wait their turn to speak at circle time. Children learn about the different seasons 
and days of the week. They enjoy being the special helper each day, which 
boosts their self-esteem and gives them a sense of responsibility. Staff make 
sure children are well prepared for their move to school.

n Children have strong attachments with staff. They go to them if they need a 
cuddle. Staff are kind and caring and are good role models. Although staff 
provide children with interesting and exciting activities, they do not consistently 
interact with children to extend their learning even further. Some staff 
incorporate mathematics into children's learning. However, it is not consistently 
used in everyday activities to teach children about numbers, shape and 
measure.

n The cook provides children with a variety of healthy and nutritious snacks and 
hot meals. She caters for children's likes and differing dietary requirements. All 
children eat together at lunchtime in a calm and social environment. Babies take 
great delight in feeding themselves. Older children eat with 'proper' cutlery.

n Children benefit from opportunities to be physically active, both indoors and 
outside. The older children enjoy moving their bodies to music. All children 
benefit from the large outdoor area. They ride on tricycles, balance on beams, 
jump on the trampoline and use their problem-solving skills as they master the 
large 'Jenga' blocks.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Significant improvements have been made since the previous inspection. The 
manager, who is also the designated lead for safeguarding, and staff have all 
completed child protection training. This has helped improve their understanding of 
how to keep children safe. Improvements have also been made to the way staff 
identify, record and share information with other professionals if they have a 
concern about a child's welfare. The systems for recording pre-existing injuries 
have improved. Staff ask parents for an explanation about how the injury occurred. 
Staff know the action to follow if a non-mobile baby has an injury.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n incorporate mathematics more to help children learn even further about 
numbers, shape and measure

n further improve staff interactions with children and seize opportunities to provide 
the best possible learning experiences.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY543182

Local authority North Somerset

Inspection number 10118355

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 49

Number of children on roll 38

Name of registered person Stonecroft Day Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP543181

Telephone number 01934 833717

Date of previous inspection 17 July 2019

Information about this early years setting

Stonecroft Day Nursery registered in 2017 and is located in Yatton, North 
Somerset. The nursery employs 13 members of childcare staff, 10 of whom hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and above. The nursery opens from 
7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, all year round. It provides funded early 
education for children aged three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Vanessa Redmond

Inspection activities

n A learning walk and a tour of the premises were carried out.
n Parents' views were obtained.
n The inspector spoke with children, staff, the manager and the owner at 

appropriate times throughout the inspection.
n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector observed the quality of teaching and the impact this has on 

children's learning.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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