
Inspection of Lane Pre-School 
Playgroup
Burnlee Road, Holmfirth HD9 2LE

Inspection date: 28 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Managers and staff provide a pre-school that is valued within the local community. 
They ensure that children learn about the community and take part in a wide range 
of community events. For example, they encourage children and families to take 
part in the elf trail around the local town. Staff also involve children and parents in 
activities organised by the library and the local book shop. They help parents to 
understand the importance of reading and singing with their children. 

Staff provide a warm welcome to children and their families. Children are happy 
and eager to attend the pre-school. They enthusiastically take part in activities and 
concentrate for long periods of time during their play. Staff are very caring towards 
children and nurture them well. Children settle quickly at the pre-school and 
develop trusting relationships with their individual key person. 

Staff are good role models. They have the highest expectations of children's 
behaviour. Children hold hands with each other as they walk along the path to the 
local woodland. Older children show kindness towards younger children and display 
empathy. Staff skilfully help children to identify the feelings that characters 
experience in the stories they read. Children feel safe and are confident at the pre-
school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers are dedicated to providing a high-quality experience for children. They 
have fully addressed the action and recommendations raised at the previous 
inspection. Managers accurately identify what they do well in the pre-school and 
recognise areas for further development to support ongoing improvement.

n Children enjoy plenty of time outdoors. They develop good physical strength and 
control of their bodies. Children enthusiastically jump and splash in puddles and 
show absolute delight. They display their excellent knowledge as they identify 
that they can see their reflection in the puddles.

n Staff help children to develop their understanding of the different ways they can 
keep themselves safe. Children listen carefully to instructions during outings. 
Staff encourage children to use technology to make a fire evacuation game and 
plan what to do in the event of an emergency. Children are very independent. 
They confidently put on their own hat, coat and boots.

n Staff plan a range of activities to help children to develop useful skills. For 
example, they teach children how to hold and use scissors correctly. Children 
concentrate extremely well as they cut card to make cone shaped trees. 
However, at times, staff overly direct children's artwork and reduce opportunities 
for them to fully develop their own creative ideas.  

n Children who have additional needs are supported extremely well. Staff provide 
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children with individually tailored support. They develop excellent partnerships 
with a range of other professionals to help provide a shared approach to their 
learning. Managers and staff provide an inclusive environment. They help 
children to value and respect their individual uniqueness. 

n Staff promote children's language skills well. They use effective approaches to 
encourage younger children to be confident when speaking in groups. All 
children say 'hello' and introduce themselves by name as they hold the 'talking 
stick'. Staff value children's contributions and help them to develop a strong 
sense of belonging.

n Managers support staff effectively to develop their knowledge and skills. Staff 
use innovative ideas, such as spooky party invitations, spooky hotel booking 
forms and spooky diaries to successfully inspire children to write for a purpose. 
Staff also provide a range of resources and opportunities for children to develop 
their hand control and finger strength to further support their writing skills.

n Parents speak highly of the pre-school and describe it as being 'incredibly 
welcoming, loving, caring and nurturing'. Staff keep parents very well informed 
about their children's development and share ideas to help them to support their 
children's learning at home.

n Staff develop excellent partnerships with the headteacher and teachers in the 
local school. They make effective use of the school's forest area to support 
children's understanding of nature. Older children show their good 
understanding and confidently identify what happens during the different 
seasons of the year. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers are trained as designated persons for safeguarding. They display a 
secure understanding of their responsibility with regard to safeguarding children. 
Staff are knowledgeable about the possible signs that might indicate that a child is 
at risk of harm. They access training to update their safeguarding knowledge. The 
manager implements robust procedures to check the suitability of people who wish 
to join the management committee. She ensures that their suitability has been 
checked by Ofsted before they are allowed to make decisions that affect children. 
Staff are vigilant about children's safety in the pre-school and during outings.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide greater opportunities for children to consistently develop their own 
creative ideas during craft activities.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY236248

Local authority Kirklees

Inspection number 10114595

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 14

Name of registered person Lane Pre-School Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP520793

Telephone number 01484 683581

Date of previous inspection 14 June 2019

Information about this early years setting

Lane Pre-School Playgroup registered in 2003 and is located in Holmfirth. The pre-
school employs seven members of childcare staff. Of these, five hold appropriate 
early years qualifications at level 3 or above, including two who are qualified 
primary teachers. The pre-school opens from Monday to Friday during term time 
only. Sessions are from 8.45am until 3.30pm. The pre-school provides funded early 
education for three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Angela Sugden
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Inspection activities

n The inspector, manager and deputy manager completed a learning walk. They 
discussed how the early years provision is organised and how the curriculum 
offered supports children's learning across all areas of the pre-school.

n The manager and inspector carried out a joint observation of practice in the 
outdoor forest area. They evaluated teaching together.

n Parents spoke to the inspector and shared their views of the pre-school.
n The inspector held discussions with staff at appropriate times during the 

inspection and talked to children during activities. 
n The inspector met with the manager and deputy manager. She checked a 

sample of policies and procedures, staff qualifications, and evidence of the 
suitability of staff and the management committee. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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