
Inspection of Little Oaks Pre School
School Lane, Waddesdon, AYLESBURY, Buckinghamshire HP18 0LQ

Inspection date: 2 December 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children have positive attitudes to their learning. They are confident speakers and 
they happily talk to visitors. This is illustrated when children talk about their family 
members and then ask visitors about theirs. Children play imaginatively with 
others. They enjoy lining up dinosaurs in the mud and making roaring sounds. 
They demonstrate kind behaviour. For example, when children approach and say, 
'Please can I play?', they say, 'Here you go,' as they hand them a dinosaur to join 
in.

Children are happy and secure in the pre-school. They form strong bonds with their 
key person. They benefit from timely support where needed, such as during group 
activities. Children explore the pre-school happily and make independent choices, 
such as selecting toys to play with.

Children benefit from consistently high expectations. For instance, staff ensure that 
the curriculum helps all children to build on their individual knowledge and skills. 
Staff support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities and 
children who speak English as an additional language effectively. For example, they 
use visual prompts to help children communicate and understand what is coming 
'first' and 'next' in their routine. This helps all children to make good progress in 
their learning.

Staff provide healthy snacks for children. However, they have not fully considered 
how they can support parents to help them to consistently promote healthy eating 
choices.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers have a positive attitude to improvement. For example, they work 
closely with their local authority adviser. They actively seek feedback on their 
provision and implement suggestions for improvement promptly. Managers value 
the opinions of all staff. They illustrate this by ensuring that staff are fully 
involved in evaluations during staff meetings. 

n Managers use additional funding well to support the most disadvantaged 
children. For instance, children enjoy relaxation activities such as yoga. This 
helps to promote their well-being. Children benefit from group times where they 
learn to play games with their friends. This helps to develop their speech, 
language and confidence. Managers are part of a local authority initiative to 
build better transitions for disadvantaged children. They share thorough 
information with settings children transfer to. For example, they focus on how 
they are using additional funding to support children's unique needs. This helps 
to promote a consistent approach for children at their next setting.
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n Children manage their own self-care confidently, for instance putting their own 
coat and hat on before they go outside. Children recognise when they need to 
blow their nose. They find tissues themselves, wipe their nose independently 
and then put the tissue in the bin when they finish. 

n Staff promote snack time as a positive social experience for children. For 
example, they encourage children to talk about what they have been doing at 
the weekend. Children listen to their friends and take turns to speak. Staff 
provide healthy options at snack time, such as milk, water and fruit. They talk to 
children about where food comes from, such as apples that grow on trees in the 
orchard. However, at other times, such as during lunchtime, children do not 
receive consistent messages about healthy eating. Managers have not fully 
considered how they can strengthen partnerships with parents to help them 
understand the importance of promoting healthy eating. 

n The key-person system is effective. Key people know their children very well. For 
example, they talk to parents when children start about what they know and can 
do. They use this knowledge alongside their own observations to help them plan 
learning that links to children's next steps.

n Children are eager to learn and they behave well. This is demonstrated when 
they listen attentively to staff about how to handle tools and materials, such as a 
hammer and nail. Children manage risks effectively. They concentrate as they 
practise tapping nails into wood and then removing them safely. Children enjoy 
the range of activities on offer in the pre-school. However, on occasion, staff are 
not deployed as effectively as possible to fully promote consistent high-quality 
interactions with children. For example, throughout sessions, one member of 
staff takes on a supervisory role. This means that they are not being fully 
utilised to help children make even better progress in their learning. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers ensure that robust policies and procedures are in place to keep children 
safe. Staff have a secure understanding of the signs and symptoms of different 
types of abuse. They know how to report concerns about children's welfare. Staff 
know how they can support children to be safe online. For example, when they use 
electronic devices with children, they talk to them about how to use these safely. 
They read books with children about screen time. Staff signpost parents to 
appropriate support should they have concerns about the way someone is 
communicating with themselves or their child online.  

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen partnerships with parents to help them understand how to promote 
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consistent messages about healthy eating
n review arrangements for staff deployment to ensure that high-quality 

interactions with children are fully promoted.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY357026

Local authority Buckinghamshire

Inspection number 10128728

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 38

Number of children on roll 49

Name of registered person Little Oaks Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP517681

Telephone number 07845 714 224

Date of previous inspection 25 February 2016

Information about this early years setting

Little Oaks Pre School registered in 2008. The pre-school operates from 
Waddesdon, near Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire, term time only. It is open Monday 
to Friday from 9am to midday and from 12.30pm to 3.30pm. A lunch club operates 
between midday and 12.30pm. The pre-school employs 17 members of staff. Of 
these, 11 hold relevant qualifications between level 2 and level 6. The pre-school 
accepts funding for the provision of free early education for children aged two, 
three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Dailey
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Inspection activities

n The inspector went on a learning walk with the manager. 
n The manager and inspector carried out an evaluation of teaching following a 

planned activity. 
n Staff talked to the inspector about how they plan activities and what they do to 

support children's learning and development. 
n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 
n The inspector spoke to children and parents during the course of the inspection. 

She considered their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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