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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children enjoy the time they spend at this welcoming and friendly club. They arrive 
eagerly and quickly settle into the routines. They form friendships and are happy 
and secure. Children play well together in groups and sit sociably together during 
snack time. Their voices are valued. Staff seek their opinions through the use of a 
'wish list' book, where children can express their ideas. Staff respond positively to 
children's ideas and use their suggestions to plan fun and exciting activities. For 
example, having made treasure maps, children are inspired to go in search of 
buried treasure in the playground. 

Resources and activities are age appropriate, fun and well planned. Children are 
encouraged to develop high levels of independence and make their own choices 
about their play. Staff expect children to sign out toys and books so that they learn 
to take responsibility and share the equipment. They give children plenty of praise 
and encouragement for their achievements. This helps to raise children's 
confidence and self-esteem.
 
Children behave well and staff are consistent in their approach to managing their 
behaviour. Children listen to instructions and respond appropriately to clear 
guidance. They happily share, take turns and involve others in their games.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children are encouraged to develop a good understanding of a healthy lifestyle. 
They wash their hands before eating and make up their own snacks from the 
buffet provided. This builds effectively on their self-help skills. Staff are vigilant 
about supporting children with allergies. Snack time is a sociable, positive 
experience for children. Staff engage children in conversation and listen with 
interest to what children have to say.

n Staff are good role models and work well together to ensure that children have 
positive experiences at the club. They gain a good understanding of children's 
likes and interests. Staff use this information to plan activities children will enjoy, 
such as daily craft activities and quiet times to sit and read books or complete 
homework.

n Children enjoy a range of activities that support their learning and development. 
Younger children use their imaginations as they hunt for treasure, and are 
delighted when they find gold. As a group, they cooperate when they draw 
around each other and colour in the space they have made. However, during 
activities with older children staff do not always fully involve the youngest 
children.

n Partnership work with the host school is well established. Staff gather 
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information from the school to ensure that all children's needs are met. This also 
helps to ensure continuity in children's care and learning between the school and 
the club. There is an effective key-person system in place.

n The leadership team has ensured that the manager and staff team have 
completed mandatory training. Staff also have access to a range of professional 
development opportunities to extend and enhance their skills. Staff are 
supported by ongoing supervision and appraisal, which helps them to manage 
their responsibilities effectively. New staff are well supported in their roles.

n Staff promote successful communication with parents to share information about 
children's well-being. Parents express how satisfied they are with the club. They 
say that their children are happy, safe and enjoy attending.

n Leaders and staff regularly reflect and evaluate the service they provide. The 
views of parents, children and staff are taken into consideration. For example, 
the manager has successfully introduced systems to seek children's ideas for 
improving the club, such as the 'wish list' book. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders ensure that all staff have a good understanding of their responsibilities 
regarding child protection. They attend regular child protection training and know 
where to report any concerns about children's safety or welfare. Staff supervise 
children effectively at all times, as deployment of staff by the manager is well 
managed. Additionally, staff are vigilant with regard to children's safety inside and 
outside the building. For example, young children are collected and brought to the 
setting by club staff. This helps to keep children safe.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY553606

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10130891

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children 4 to 11

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 78

Name of registered person Energy Kidz Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901001

Telephone number 07824157220

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Energy Kidz Out Of School Club – St Nicolas, registered in 2017 and is located 
within St Nicolas Primary School, Abingdon, in Oxfordshire. The after-school 
session runs from 3pm to 6pm during term time. The provider employs four 
members of staff.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kate Robertson
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Inspection activities

n The inspector undertook a learning walk around the premises with the manager.
n The inspector held a meeting with the regional and area manager. She reviewed 

relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the 
club.

n Discussions were held with staff at appropriate times during the inspection, and 
the inspector asked questions relating to safeguarding and children's care.

n The inspector took account of the views of parents by speaking to some of them 
during the inspection. Additionally, she gathered views from the staff and 
children.

n The area manager and club manager evaluated the effectiveness of activities 
with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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