
Inspection of Ardleigh Pre-School
Ardleigh Village Hall, Station Road, Ardleigh, COLCHESTER CO7 7RS

Inspection date: 21 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are enthusiastic about entering the pre-school when they arrive. They 
respond well to the familiar routines. For example, they excitedly find their name 
card and place their belongings on their allocated chair.

The calm and well-presented environment is inviting to all children. The staff 
ensure that there are resources and activities provided which appeal to the 
children. This helps children, including those who are new to the pre-school, to 
quickly settle into an activity and feel relaxed when separating from their parents 
and carers. The pre-school has a large, well-planned outdoor area which children 
delight in exploring. All areas of learning are effectively planned for outdoors and 
children have the freedom to enjoy a range of experiences to extend their learning.

Staff have high aspirations for the children and plan challenging activities for them 
to explore. As a result, children are motivated to participate in activities, make 
choices and show an interest in new things. Staff are extremely nurturing and offer 
children a reassuring hug to help them to feel safe and secure. Children are kind to 
one another and develop secure friendships.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n There is a good focus on developing language. Staff support children by using a 
range of words to extend their vocabulary. They allow children the time to think 
when answering a question and maintain eye contact by getting down to the 
child's level. For example, they do this when they talk to them about a tape 
measure they bring from home, asking questions to encourage them to describe 
how to use it.

n Staff acknowledge that not all children want to talk in front of the whole group 
and they use snack time as a great opportunity for less confident children to 
engage in discussions. 

n Children are encouraged to be independent and have the opportunity to practise 
their personal skills throughout the day. For example, staff encourage them to 
practise using knives and forks at snack time and putting their coats on and 
taking them off. Staff help to support the youngest children by modelling how to 
pull up a zip or put on wellies.

n Staff develop children's ability to negotiate and resolve issues that arise. For 
example, when children find it difficult to share the space when riding on 
tricycles, staff prompt them to discuss what to do next and how to create a 
passage for them to pass each other safely.

n The outdoors is used well to help children to explore nature, such as lifting logs 
to look for insects. It also offers the opportunity for children to experience risky 
play. Through discussion and teaching, children learn how to use tools such as 
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hammers safely and to identify risk. 
n The staff work extremely hard to develop good relationships with parents and 

other members of the family. Communication is fostered through daily 
conversations and the use of an online assessment tool. Parents are encouraged 
to access the pre-school's website and weekly newsletter to gather ideas to 
support children's learning at home. Parents are very complimentary about the 
pre-school.

n Staff actively promote healthy eating and the snacks offered are varied and 
healthy. In addition, children delight in taking the pre-school's 'cooking bear' 
home with them. This helps to inspire parents to try out new and healthy recipes 
with their children at home. 

n The management team has very secure links with the local school, which 
provide good opportunities to share information and develop the provision. Staff 
work in close partnership with other early years settings when children attend 
more than one and have links with the local church. Helping children to feel part 
of the community is important to the pre-school. 

n The pre-school manager sets a strong example of how to teach effectively and 
offers staff the opportunity to work towards additional qualifications. However, 
the management team does not use a wider range of opportunities to further 
extend the teaching skills and interests of staff and help them to reach their full 
potential.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good understanding of, and are able to recognise, the signs that 
indicate that a child may be at risk of harm. There are effective procedures in place 
to follow should staff have a concern about a child or an adult in the pre-school.  
All staff have completed relevant training in safeguarding and know who the 
designated lead practitioner is within the setting. The management team has 
robust procedures in place to make sure that members of the management 
committee and staff undergo suitability checks to ensure children's safety. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n focus more sharply on supporting staff in their professional development to raise 
the overall quality of teaching to the highest level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY430052

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10074830

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 5

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 31

Name of registered person Ardleigh Pre-School

Registered person unique 
reference number RP530774

Telephone number 07802 882965

Date of previous inspection 21 January 2016

Information about this early years setting

Ardleigh Pre-School registered in 2011. The pre-school employs five members of 
childcare staff. Of these, three hold early years qualifications at level 2 or above. 
The pre-school operates each weekday during school term times. It is open from 
9am to 3.15pm on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday and from 9am to 1pm 
on Wednesday. The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Emily Holt
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Inspection activities

n A tour was completed with the pre-school manager to review the quality of 
children's experiences and staff's teaching practice. 

n The inspector completed a joint evaluation of an activity with the pre-school 
manager. 

n The inspector spoke to children, staff and parents at appropriate times during 
the inspection.  

n The inspector held a meeting with the pre-school manager and business 
manager.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including evidence of the 
suitability and training of staff and committee members. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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