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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children bubble with enthusiasm as they arrive for their afternoon at the club, 
having been brought safely from their classrooms by the club staff. They are spoilt 
for choice by the vast array of activities available to them. They thoroughly enjoy 
mixing potions from gloop and foam, creating forts, painting watercolours and 
building robots with craft materials. At other times, they enjoy an energetic game 
of dodgeball outside. Activities change on a regular basis, ensuring that children 
always have opportunity to experience something new. Children say that the club is 
'magnificent!'.

Older children are considerate of the younger children at the club. They talk with 
genuine pride about how they help younger children settle in when they first start 
attending. Younger children are confident and happy in the club. During the 
inspection, younger children invited older children to come and play with them and 
help them out. Staff know the children well, and are adept at ensuring positive 
behaviours in the club. Children have created the 'golden rules' of behaviour to 
follow at the club. This sense of ownership contributes to their courteous conduct 
towards others.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff at the club know the importance of complementing children's learning at 
school. They obtain information from the host school about children's next steps 
each half term. This is used to great effect as activities and resources are 
planned to help consolidate children's learning. For example, children are 
supported in their counting. Staff also help children to develop their confidence 
to play with larger groups of children. 

n Staff continually seek the views of children and parents on how to make 
improvements at the club. This helps to ensure that children always have things 
to do which interest them. They also communicate with parents through a half 
termly newsletter, which keeps parents up to date on forthcoming events.

n Leaders have exceptionally high standards and are always reflecting on how to 
further enhance the standards at the club. This has resulted in staff undertaking 
training on how to support children's positive behaviour and how to encourage 
boys to be more considerate of others. 

n Children are provided with a healthy variety of food. They get to choose from 
lots of fresh fruit such as apples, oranges, pears, and fresh salad. Snack time is 
a great opportunity for children to show their independence. Children know to 
wash their hands before eating, serve themselves and spread margarine on their 
own crackers. However, while drinking water and juice, that is freely available, 
the youngest children cannot get this for themselves because the jugs are too 
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large and heavy for them to pour. That said, staff are attentive to children's 
needs and make sure that children get as much to drink as they need.

n Staff help children to learn about the wider world. They are active partners in 
children's play, talking to them about the seasons and the changes they see 
around them. Children are keen to find out about far-flung places and the 
animals that inhabit them, including the Antarctic. Staff plan and set up activities 
to follow this interest. Children enjoy confidently sharing new facts, such as it 
being a desert, and that penguins live there but polar bears do not.

n Parents are complimentary about how caring and nurturing the staff are and say 
that the club is a relaxed environment. This is echoed by the children who say 
the 'staff are fantastic superstars' and that 'everyone is kind'.

n Children get to take part in fun and interesting activities all the time. For 
example, children make their own play dough using flour, water, oil and food 
colouring. Younger children learn to measure, follow instructions, be patient, 
experience new textures and develop the muscles in their hands as they mix the 
dough.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders ensure that all staff complete their training in relation to safeguarding. 
Staff are confident in their knowledge of the types of abuse and indicators that 
would cause them concern about a child. The club has a comprehensive 
safeguarding and child protection policy for staff to refer to. It clearly sets out key 
contacts should staff need to refer any concerns they have. Staff share information 
with parents and children about the 'Prevent' duty, and have age-appropriate 
conversations with the children on this subject. Strong partnerships with the host 
school means that staff at the club are aware of any ongoing safeguarding 
concerns relating to the children they look after. This means that they can put any 
necessary measures in place to keep children safe. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY410883

Local authority Manchester

Inspection number 10129195

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children 3 to 11

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 44

Name of registered person Tiddlywinks Day Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP526674

Telephone number 07875 246463

Date of previous inspection 9 October 2015

Information about this early years setting

Tiddlywinks Out Of School Club registered in 2010. The club employs five members 
of childcare staff. Of these, four hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 
3 and above, including one with early years professional status. The club opens 
from Monday to Friday term time only. Sessions are from 3.15pm until 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Richard Sutcliffe

Inspection activities

n A tour of the club was completed by the inspector, both indoors and outdoors, 
to ascertain the selection of activities available to children.

n The activities the children took part in were observed by the inspector.
n The inspector reviewed a selection of documentation including those pertaining 

to staff suitability, the club's safeguarding policy, and how the club gathers the 
views of children and parents.

n The inspector talked to children and parents to find out what they think about 
the club.

n Discussions were held between the inspector, staff and the club manager about 
how the club complements the children's education.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Tiddlywinks Out Of School Club (TOOSC)
19 November 2019 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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