
Inspection of Rawthorpe (St James) 
Playgroup
Rawthorpe & Dalton Children's Centre, 23-25 Ridgeway, Huddersfield HD5 9QJ

Inspection date: 22 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The manager and staff are extremely passionate about the playgroup provision. 
They have high expectations for children's learning and their readiness for school. 
The qualified staff know children well. They confidently talk about children's unique 
characteristics and how they plan to support their next steps in learning. As a 
result, children's individual needs are met well and they flourish. Additional funding 
received for children's care and support is carefully used to meet their learning and 
development needs.

The playgroup is a warm, welcoming and safe environment. Children arrive happy, 
settle quickly and become ready to learn. Children are confident. They explore and 
investigate their environment with growing enthusiasm. Staff show great respect 
for children and this helps children to respect each other. Taking turns and sharing 
resources with others is promoted at every opportunity. Staff frequently provide 
children with positive praise and remind them to use 'kind hands' when they play 
with their friends. This helps to promote children's good behaviour. Children are 
confident and motivated to learn. They concentrate for long periods of time, 
relative to their age.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Parents report that they feel well informed about what their child is doing and 
what they are learning in the playgroup. They comment that staff are extremely 
friendly and approachable and that their children are making good progress.

n The manager provides regular supervision meetings for staff. This helps them to 
reflect on their own practice. Staff attend mandatory training, such as paediatric 
first aid and safeguarding. However, staff's professional development is not yet 
robustly focused on raising the quality of teaching to an even higher level.

n Staff promote children's communication and language skills particularly well. 
They read stories to children, sing nursery rhymes and provide narratives for 
younger children's play. Staff use effective questioning techniques that allow 
children to think critically. For instance, children are challenged to consider 
which food babies might eat. 

n The committee and qualified staff team demonstrate a strong commitment to 
improving the quality of the provision. They regularly reflect on their practice 
and have plans in place to further develop the outside play area. Parents 
contribute to the development of the playgroup by completing documentation, 
such as questionnaires. 

n Children are happy, emotionally secure and behave well. Staff are attentive and 
kind. They sensitively help children to understand their own feelings by using 
books and emotion paddles. 

n Overall, children's independence skills are supported well. For instance, they 

Inspection report: Rawthorpe (St James) Playgroup
22 November 2019 2



confidently select what they would like to play with from a wide range of high-
quality resources. However, at snack times, staff do not make the most of 
opportunities to encourage children to take responsibility for routine tasks. 

n The effective key-person system ensures staff have a good knowledge about 
their key children. Staff obtain meaningful information from parents about their 
children when they start. This helps children to settle easily and to develop 
secure attachments with warm, caring staff.

n Staff have very good relationships with staff at the local primary schools. They 
meet before children leave and share pertinent information about children's 
achievements. Staff from schools visit children in the playgroup, which further 
supports the continuity in children's learning and development.

n Staff are skilled at incorporating the teaching of mathematics into everyday 
activities. For instance, when singing rhymes, children confidently work out how 
many will be left when one is taken away. 

n Healthy practices are supported well. Children relish the freedom of the outdoor 
area. They test their physical skills and coordination as they balance, climb and 
skilfully race around on scooters. Children demonstrate good hygiene routines 
and wash their hands before they eat.

n Staff provide children with experiences to help them to understand how different 
people live and how they celebrate. For instance, staff offer craft activities and 
opportunities to try food from different cultures.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and the management committee follow robust recruitment and 
vetting procedures to ensure that staff working with children are suitable to do so. 
Staff have a good understanding about their roles and responsibilities to protect 
children. They are clear of the procedures to follow if they have concerns about 
children's welfare, including protecting children from extreme views. Daily safety 
checks help ensure that children play in a safe environment and are not exposed to 
risks. Suitable security systems are in place that include the signing in of any 
visitors, and key-fob access ensures no unauthorised persons enter the playgroup.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen opportunities for children to take responsibility for small tasks that 
build their growing independence

n broaden staff's professional development and training to consistently help raise 
the quality of teaching to the highest level and extend children's learning even 
further. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2561557

Local authority Kirklees

Inspection number 10128837

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 18

Number of children on roll 17

Name of registered person Rawthorpe (St James) Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905057

Telephone number 07990945469

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Rawthorpe (St James) Playgroup registered in 2019 and is managed by a 
committee. The playgroup employs three members of childcare staff. All hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3. The nursery opens Monday to 
Friday during term time only. Sessions are from 8.30am until 11.30am. The 
playgroup provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Judith Bodill-Chandler

Inspection activities

n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk in the playgroup to 
gain an understanding of how this early years provision and the curriculum are 
organised.

n A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and the manager. 
n The inspector held discussions with staff, children and parents at appropriate 

times during the inspection. 
n Some documents were looked at. This included evidence of staff's suitability and 

qualifications.
n The inspector and the manager discussed the management of the playgroup. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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